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Faſhionable Involvements. 


CHAP, I. 


SHORT ADIEUS,. 


ve. 
Wur you- ever have done with your- 


compliments and excuſes?” aſked the Baro- 
net, looking at his wife,. (not as he would 
have done at Mrs. Snug)— Don't you 
know child, that by your nonſenſe and his 
own politeneſs, Mr. Curry is all this time 


detained from ſending the bailiffs out of the 


houſe ?? 


« 1 defire, Sir Fredet ick,“ ſaid her lady- 
ſhip, returning his glance with cent. per 
cent. intereſt, ©* that you will not interrupt 
our converſation,” though the converſation was 

Ver. II. B 
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6 FASHIONABLE INVOLVEMENTS. 


all of her own manufacturing, “at leaſt give 
me leave to diſcharge ſome of our obligations 
to Mr. Curry, by preſenting him with a card 
for my ball this evening.” 


« Spare yourſelf that troub!c,” !.aflily replied 
the gentleman for whom her favcur was intend- 
ed, my dancing days are over! Permit me to 
take my leave - it is neceſſary that I ſheu!d diſ- 
miſs ſome ot your company, to make room ſor 
other gueſts of more reſpcAable fig ure, whoſe 
occupations, though diametrically oppoſite, end 
in the ſame proſpective. Whilſt I, at a difance, 

can only have the honour to partake of yeur 
feſtive enjoyment by tantalizing ſupp cfitions, 
may you and yours reap the full Larveſt of all 
thoſe joys, which are the pccu'iar growth of 
high heads, light hearts, and light heels!“ 


Lady Iſleworth would have ſtopped him, if 
it had been in her power, but he was gone; 
and ſhe cried out, imagining herſelf to have 
been heard by Sir Frederick, who had alſo va- 
niſhed—** What a boor he is I only want - 
ed him to ſtay juſt whiift I defired he would not 
ſcad away the two tall fellows ; and he, before 
I can ſpeak, off he flics! IT wifh, Sir Fre- 
der ick, you would pull the bell, and order 
that they may be dutaincd to wait this even- 
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ing—they are abſolute grenadiers, and would 
do us vaſt credit !”” 


No anſwer, not ſo much as a damn iſ- 
ſuing in reſponſive accordance to her plain- 
tive notes, ſhe ſuddenly turned from the mir- 
ror, on which ſhe had rivetted her attention, 
and looking round the room, ſaw it totally eva- 
euated. Well!“ added ſhe, ſpeaking to her 
ſhadow in the glaſs, ** one might, with as much 
convenience to one's ſelf, be maid or widow, 
as wife to a man who is never by when one 
wants to make him iſſue one's orders! Then, 
without once thinking where Clariſſa might then 
be, whether come home, or whether ſtill abroad, 
ſhe turned her whole thoughts on what ornaments 
ſhe could ſpare from her falſe jewels, to deck 
the hair and beſom of Lord Clarence's counteſs 
elect; and, with the view of arranging them, 
paſſed directly to her own apartment. 


Meantime the merchant having ſettled, as 
far as came under his preſent cognizance, the 
affairs of this dreadfully deranged colony of idi- 
ots, returned to the city, and at fix o'clock, ſtep- 

ping into his poſt-chaiſe, was on the road to En- 
field Chace, whilſt the reſcued moveables of Sic 
Frederick were, by their different keepers, re- 
ſtored to their xeſpeRive ſtations, from whence 
+ B 2 they 
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they had ſo rudely been dragged by the merci- 
leſs hands of juſtice. And now, every thing and 
every body being in their appropriated places, 
matters went on ſwimmingly at the manſion of 
luxury; the maſter of which being retired to 
his cloſet, found his happineſs in having, as he 
imagined, over- reached the merchant, increaf. 
to ccſtacy, in reading the following elegant lines, 
addreſſed to him by the idol of his idolatry, 


* 1 do not know what effect the reports of an 
& jlliberal, il|-natured, cenforious world may 
% have produced on your friendſhip, but the 
* confidence of my huſband, I aſſure you, is 
% quite unſhaken. I returued home laſt night. 
& He knows I have been no farther than Wind- 
4c ſor, to viſit a particular friend, to whom Lord 
4 Daffodowndilly was To obliging to convey 
© me in his own curricle. It is mighty laugh- 
4c able all this fuſs ſhould be made about a little 
« trip to the country! Captain Snug ſays the 
© whole town rings of my adventure! He withes 
% to ſhake you by the hind—come to us the 
% moment you are at leiſure! I hear Lady 
* Iſle worth is to be at home this evening to ail 
„the gay world.—l ſhould like vaſtly to be one 
« of the party, and a very ſhort notice would 
* ſuffice to make my toilet. Let me hear frem, 
* if I cannot fee you, and do not ſtuff your 

| % head 
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& head with crotchets adverſe to my virtue, or 
© the honour of my Lord Daffodowndilly.”? 


When the family aſſembled at dinner, and 
not befure, Lady Ifleworth began to make en- 
quiries after Clariſſa ; and, as at ſome time or 
other the ſecret muſt come out, Sir Frederick 
was obliged to confeſs, that he had given per- 
miſſion for her making a viſit to Mr. Curry's ſiſ- 
ter, with which lady ſhe had gone a few hours 
before into the country. 


Whilſt labouring to vindicate the ſtep he had 
taken, a terrible ſtorm gathered on the counte- 
nance of the exaſperated Lady Iſteworth, whoſe 
anger, ſince Mrs. Snng had confided to him her 
inclination to grace the ball with her preſence, 
was extremely awful and extremely critical ! 
Spite of the moſt flaviſh couceſſions that abject 
purpoſes could excite, or haughty ſovereignty 
exaQt—ſpite of Lady Ann's gentle interference 
—ſpite of the domeſtics, by whom the ſparers 
were ſurrcunded—fpite of her ladyſhip's ob- 
ſtructed articulation, the hurricane became ſo 
tremendous as forced the weaker party to take 
refuge in a diſtant apartment, whilſt the ſtron- 
ger followed him tkither to ſettle their diffe- 
rence, and, in her haſte, overturned ſome of. 
the diſhes, 
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10 FA: HIGNABLE INVOLVEMENTS. 


Lady Ann, fs diſcompoſed than the table, 
eroſſed her arms, looked confilently at the foot- 
men, and aſked if theſe ſort of ſcenes often hap- 
pened between their maſter and miſtreſs:? 


My readers, whoare not extremely converſant 
with the manners of high life, will probably con- 
ceive it a degradation ſrum rank, and border- 
ing on democratic principles, to hear that a 
lady of quality condeſcends to aſk familiar 
queſlions of her own, or any other body's 
male-ſervant; yet a little learning in the 
ſchool of faſhion would ſoon eradicate ſuch 
plebeian conceptions! On the contrary, they 

* would every day ſee the proudeſt Peers and 
Peereſſes, who ſcarcely bend a knee, or ſpeak, 
without the moſt auſtere reſerve, to the mid- 
dle order of their own ſpecies, make no ſcru- 
ple in bending their ſtately minds to the 
capacities of the very meaneſt.—It is no un- 
common - ſpeQacle to hear a lord or a lady, 
a dure or a ducheſs, not only talk of their 
own private affairs, or the affairs of the na- 
tion, which ought to be ſecret, before their 

domeſtics, but even put themſelves ſtill more 
in their power, by indifcriminately abuſing 
their friends as well as their enemics, at their 
own tables. This is one reaſon why thoſe 
keepers of ami ſecrets and family opinions, 
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hold their places ſo much longer than the 
ſervants of middling people; and in ſuch ſer- 
vices they acquire an artificial fort of good 
breeding, which ſets them entirely at their 


caſe, when called upon to anſwer a queſtion, 
tt | 


CHAP. Il. 


THE ACTHOR FLIES IN A RETROGRADE 
DIRECTION, 


cc 
Do ſuch ſcenes often happen between 
your maſter and miſtreſs ?”? 


Being leſs inclined than my betters, to re- 
liſh theſe ſort of mongre/ converſations—[ 
mean, by my betters, ſo far as they may be 
better off than I am in worldly accommodations 
—equally averſe to intermeddle in the broils of 
domeſtic warfare, I leave Lady Ann to finiſh 
her ſolitary meal, ſeaſoned exactly to her pa- 
late, by family anecdote.— I alſo leave Sir 
Frederick, and the wife of his boſom, to ad- 
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juſt their difference without my aſſiſtance, 
and take a flying leap, to overlook that enchant- 
ing reſidence which had received to its ſhelter» 
ing ſolitude the half- worn body, but whelly 
haraſſed mind of Clariſſa I ſle worth. 


The hour is nine—the night dark—the wea- 
ther tempeſtuous ; the ladics are removed to the 
drawing-room—the happy merchant remains a 
little longer, to ſmoke his pipe, and finiſh his 
Pint of port. 


If,“ to be good is to be happy,” who will 
contend for the prize of happineſs with a man 
ſo gracious in thought, ſo ſincere in word, ſo 
benevolent in deed ? 


Wrapped in the mantle of ſoul-approving co- 
gitations, he could nut hut reflect with joy, that 
from the moment his beloved ward had caſt 
herſelf on his neck, to thank him for having 
emancipated her father, taken her under his own 
protection, and obtained for her the liberty of 
rejecting Lord Clarence, from that moment he 
ſaw the finger of peace ſpreading ber pale 
checks, not indeed with the ſanguine carmine 
of unimpaired health, but the ſoft roſe-leaf 
colour, only to be extracted from internal 
_ contentment : he faw alſo beginning to reno- 
vate, 
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vate, that ſweet, yet chaſte vivacity ſo enli- 
vening to her infant ſmiles, ſo cloquently 
ſpeaking on her infant features, ſo playfully 
captivating in her manners, ſo tanocently di- 
reQing her expreſſions !”? 


He ſaw, or thought he ſaw her, exactly the: 
ſame as when, on the moſt ſid, the molt fa- 
tal event of his life, he had reſigned her into 
the hands of her diſſipated mother !—** Yes,” 
cried he, © dear fainted Mary! when we 
meet in heaven thou ſhalt net tell me that [ 
have abandoned the child of our mutual af- 
feQion !—thou ſhalt approve my cheriſhing 
care to keep alive that lamp of virtue in the 
ſoul which can orly light her ſteps to the re- 
gions of ti y blefſedne(s.” 
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Tears ſprang to his eyes, inſpired by the 
melancholy retroſpeRion of that dear affection 
which had ſo tenderly bound to the heart of his 
now beatified Mary the child of their mutual 
adoption, mingled with the ſweeter drops af 
gratitude to Heaven, for having made himthe 
inſtrument to ſnatch that beloved innocent 
from the contaminating examples of a diſſi- 
pated home, and the deſtructive pleaſures of 
a corrupted public. 
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Reanimated by the ſubje& of his contempla- 
on, he laid down his pipe, and joined the 
ladies once more, to behold the effects of his 
own benevolence ſparkling in the eyes, and te- 
iterating the ſn.i'es of his favourite Clarita, 


Ring—rirg—ring!—““ What is the matter 
now?“ cried Lady Ann, and ran to the apart- 
ment where the angry pair had ſo mel-apropos 
conveyed themſelves from the dinner-table to 
arrange their opinions. 


The movements of curiofity are fo much 
more rapid than the unwilling ſteps of duty, that 
her lady ſhip's appearance within the door ſuper- 
ſeded the domeſtics, whoſe attendance the bell 
did nct yet ccaſe to ſummon, and with very lit- 
tle filial reſpeR for the parents of her huſband, 
the que ſtion ſhe had aſked of herſelf ſhe repeat- 
ed to them, with this only difference, that what 
ſhe then ſaid ſhe now ſung, in her favourite 
words of—** Oh dear! what can the matter 
de? 


% Nothing, my dear, is the matter new,” re- 
plied her delighted mother-in-law ; Sir Fre- 
derick and I perfeQly underſtand each other 
every thing is going on as it ſhould do l“ 

| 6 Your 
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4% Your calculations, Madam, cried the Ba- 
ronet, ſomething between jeſt and earneſt, 
% have hitherto been damn'd erroneous . 
But ſend away the fellovs don't you ſee them 
waiting for their orders?“ 


« Fly, Callent l“ cried ſhe, to one of the men 
out of livery, “tell the coachman to put ſix of 
his fleeteſt horſes to the travelling chaiſe, and 
mount three of the lighteſt poſtboys, for a drive 
of expedition—alfo tell Harris to get ready!” 
T hen, turning to the fuotman, ** kun as falt as 


you can to Captain Snug's—pray, Sir Frederick, 
where does the captain live?“ 


% No.11, —— Place.” 


«© Oh, very well ! don't forget the number; 
and, John, deliver this note—aſk if there is any 
anſwer—get out of the ſcrvants if their miſtreſs 
means to come—ſhould they ſay ſhe thinks it too 
late to dreſs, inform them that I do not ſce com- 
pany till twelve.“ 


„My pretty mamma !” exclaimed Lady Ann, 

I die with curiofity |—you kill me by inches ! 
Where are you ſending your coaches—your hor- 
ſes—yeur poſt-boys—your man-ſervant—and 
your woman-ſervant ? Who is Captain Snug ? 
| ang 
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16 PASHIONABLE INVOLVEMENTS. 


and who is the poor gentlewoman you ſend to 
invite to your ball at this time of day?“ 


& And who, damn me !” cried Sir Frederick, 
a'moſt black in the ſace with paſſion, “ autho- 
riſes your lady ſhip to theſe impertinent free- 
doms ? May the great devil of all fly away with 
the mock parſon who made you the wife of. 


Arthur!“ 


« Amen!“ very devoutly re ſponſed Lady 
Ann; No.,“ ſaid ſhe, with a ſneer, ** that 
my kind nominal papa has any real cauſe for- 
diſpleaſure. | have a friend who affures me 
that the marriage may be annulled, and of- 

fers to give me his own name in exchange for 
that whick I have borrowed from your i/Iu/tri- 
aut and well-governed family. I ſhall write 
Lord Benvour on the ſubjea: but if he will 
not relt aſe me from the burthens of ſuch anti- 
profits and anti-honours as are annexed to the 
houſe of Ifleworth, there are other means by 
which a poor diſtreſſed wife may eſcape the 
terrible conſequences of her firſt folly : and 
what is there a woman of /pirit will think it 
difficult to ſacrifice for the re· attainment of her 
furfeited liberty? 


Sir 
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Sir Frederick, as it may have been obſerved, 
was a man of more oaths than words, and his la- 
dy a woman of more words than wiſdom : the 
former, therefore, took himſelf off in a hurri- 
cane of execrations, whilſt the latter, by over- 
flowing torrents of eloquence, tried to obliterate 
from the offended pride of Lady Ann, all re- 
collection of the inſult which had been offered 
to her rank and accompliſhments. Theſe en- 
deavours ended happily, both ladies agreeing, 
that Sir Frederick was ſuch a nothing at all 
man that his rage ought not to diſturb #heir 
tranquillity. 


Lady Ann's curioſity was now more than 
fraſted, by the high-flavoured particulars of the 


Snug family, their connection with Sir Frede- 


rick, and her ladyfhip's own motive for ſend- 
ing Mrs. Snug a ticket for her ball, which, 
if ſhe had not conſented to do, — And, juſt 
as ſhe whiſpered fomething in the ear of her 
greedy corfident concerning the deftination of 
the carriage and ſervants, one of them 
came to tell Lady Ifleworth all was ready, 
but that the coachman wiſhed her lady- 
ſhip would kt the horſes remain in the 
ſtable till the ſtorms was a little leſs violent; and 
that Mrs. Harris had fainted, on being told that 
ſhe was to go out in ſuch a tempeRt. 

* Nonfen{ !“ 
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18 FASHION ABLE INVOLVEMENTR, 


« Nonſenſe !”” cried Lady Iſle worth,“ let 
them ſet out immediately! What ſignifies rain 
and wind |—tell her ſhe ſba/l go!” 


% No,” ſaid Lady Ann, tell her ſhe ſhall 
not go !—run for my cloak, I am reſolved to 
go myſelf l“ 


& There I muſt interpoſe my authority l“ 
rejoined the matron, in the moſt ſtudied alarm 


—“ not for worlds would I expoſe to danger 
a life ſo precious ! 


& And not worlds ſhould prevent me from 
following my own inclinations! Yet-keep up 
your terrors, my pretty mamma, keep them 
up all night if you can; for they will give 
you charms to eclipſe us all, and make even 


your baſhaw turn from the bright eyes of his 
ſavourite ſultana !”? 


* How wild! yet how agrecable! - Let me 
prevail, Lady Ann!” 


* Indeed I muſt gol” 
© My God! and alone too!“ 
* Well! this cbjeQion is eaſily removed! 


—my plans are ſoon fixed—every thing that 
is 


* 


er 


d! 
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is done in haſte is ſo much better done than 
what one ſtops to conſider abont, that when [ 


reſolved to go I alſo reſolved to take ſome 
body with me.” 


“% Harris is ſych a monſter, there cannot be 
room for you all l“ 


© | will have nothing to do with her vs- 
lJuminous materials, and Arthur is almoſt as 
unwield!y ; but I know where he and Clarence 
are to meet, juſt at the hour of ſeven, to play 
at billiards, before they dreſs for their tavern 
dinner—ſo I ſhall juſt ſtop at the door, and 
enliſt one of them for my eſcort.” 


* Charming !—charming !”” exclaimed the 
delighted mother of a ſon ſo diſtinguiſhed by 
a wife of talents, ** I have not a ſingle objec- 
tion to this adjuſtment—it is hke yourſelf, full 
of whim, and brim-full of diſcretion l- Ves, 
if Lord Clarence ſhould be your eſcort, rather 
than Arthur, I confeſs it will pleaſe me bet- 
ter—it will be a delightful opportunity!“ 


Here the ſervant entered with Lady Ann's 
cloak, abruptly putting an end to the finale 
or her ladythip's urravelment, why her be- 
ing attended by Lord Clarence would 
be 
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be fo much more pleaſing than if accompani. 
ed by her huſband ; and Lady Ann, throwing 
it over her ſhoulders, nodding a filent adieu 
ran to the carriage—jumped into 'it, without 
touching the ſtep with her foot—and, throw- 
ing herſelf on the cuſhion, gave directions to 


ſtop at „from whence ſhe was to iſ- 
fue he farther orders, | 


CHAP. III. 


RATIONAL CONVERSATION. 


[74 

I: is a dreadful night,” ſaid our Britiſh 
merchant, as he entered the drawing-room, 
where ſat Mrs. St. Edmonds and Miſs Iſle- 
worth—** ſome tiles are already blown from 
the houſe; I tremble for our noble fleets, 
and fcar for the poor ſmall craft which may 
be beating about at the mouth of the Chau- 
nel.“ 


% Have you any ſhips, brother, that you | 


expect to arrive about this time?“ aſked Mrs. 
St. Edmonds, 
& [| do 


E eos as wn 
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« | donot know of any,“ he replied.— But 
that man, my dear Elizabeth, who can only 
occupy himſelf with his own riſks and his own 
profits, has, in compariſon, much more anxie- 
ty, and much lefs rational enjoyment, than 
he whoſe mind conneQs itſelf with the gene- 
ral good or evil deſtiny of his fellow creatures.” 


© Oh!” cried Clariſſa, © to ti exalted ſen- 
timent am I indebted for all the good I ſhall 
ever be able to praQtiſfe—for all the evil I may 
be endowed with ſtrength to avoid ! I owe to 
this ſublime ſentiment that I am not a ſavage 
in manners, an infidel in morals !—I owe to 
it my paſt inſtruttion— my preſent happineſs, 
You was not my father—yet your tender care 
for my welfare has gone beyond paternal! Oh 
that Iſabella and Matilda had ſhared in thoſe 
favours which have been ſo liberally ſhower- 
ed on their more fortunate ſiſter l 


The natural energy with which ſhe de- 
livered her unſtudied panegyric, did not 
tail to produce its effects. Mrs. St. Edmond's, 
to whom, by this time, ſhe had become ex- 
tremely endeared, by a warm preſſure of the 
hand, ſignified her entire approbation; and 
Mr. Curry, aſſured his elegant protegee, that 
her ſiſters, for her ſake, if they ever ftood in 
necd 
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need of protection, ſhould at all times find in 


him a protector, not leſs willing than able to 
lerve them | 


Tell me, Clariſſa,” ſaid the merchant, as 
if to baniſh the ſerious air which hovered over 
and partly obſcured the brilliancy of her coun- 
tenance * tell me - was you ever in love? 


% What a queſtion!” ſhe replied, bluſh- 
ing ſcarlet-deep. 


«© Yet you will anſwer it, unleſs that frank- 
neſs | once implante in your mind has been 
totally eradicated by the all-ſpoiling finger of 
faſhion.” 


* You prove, then, faid ſhe, trembling, 
6 that the ſeeds you have ſown there of truth 
and fincerity, have neither been forced from 
their ſoil or trodden under foot, I ſhall make 
you thĩs ſhort confeſſion—that if l. do love, it is 
net Lord Clarence—and, if I do hate, it is not 
Percival, Bateman!” More ſhe could have 
ſaid, but ſomething in the countenance of her 
mean, that it is he to fon of your mother's other 
truſtee to whom your are attached ?” aſked 
on 7 « My 


in 


er 
1+ 
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« My heart, dear Sir, tells me Lord Cla- 
rence is artful—inſiduous—defigning, and 1 
never can approve him! Percival Bateman 
poſſeſſes my eſteem, becauſe he is candid —— 
honeſt = honourable! and the oppoſite ſenti- 
ments which 1 feel in the extreme for theſe 
gentlemen muſt determine © whether I have 
ever lot? 


From the moment Clariſſa mentioned the 
name of Bateman, her kind guardian ſhewed 
ſymptoms of no common uncaſineſs ; he often 
put his hand to his forehead — looked at her with 
carneſtneſs—then muttered to himſelf, in which 
the words ** unfortunate !—unlucky! were 


only diſtniguiſhable, 


Miſs Iſleworth, whoſe eyes followed him 
through his well remembered favourite home ex- 
crciſe of traverſing the apartment, could not but 
hear his half ſmothered expletives, nor fail to 
remark his diſordered thoughts, as ſhe finiſhed 
what ſhe would wiſh to be conſidered her con- 
feſſion, ſhe aroſe, put her arm through his, and, 
ſtrayed by his ſide, whilſt he aſked her many queſ- 
tions, of © how often ſhe had met Percival 
Bat eman in her walk through the forcing-ground 
of diſſipation ?—how often he had ſpoken to her? 
what he had ſaĩid? endeavouring to ſound the 


length, 
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length, breadth, and depth, of all the little gal- 
lantries with which the dangerous young man, 
had be ſicged the heart of his favourite. Alas! 
the reſult was more favourable to his own hopes 
than to the candour of his fair ward, in whoſe 
replies, it muſt be confeſſed, was blended an 
equal proportion of truth and ſubterfuge. His 
concern for the charge he had undertaken ex- 
tended to every poſſible direction where Clariſ- 
ſa's tranquillity of mind was open to the invaſion 
of an enemy. Love he always conſidered asthe 
molt ſubtile of foes, and followed by an hoſt of 
evils, wherever its ſucceſs was oppoſed by pa- 
ternal authority, or the impediments of fortune. 
Under this impreſſion, he felt all the terrors of 
apprehenſion, leſt ſhe might have embarked her 
affections on a voyage, where the only returns 
that could be made for ſo rich a venture, 
were ſuſpenſe, diſappointment, and tender 
hearts, checked by hope or lacerated by deſ- 
pair ;—and his troubles being nearly done 
away, he cried out 


«© Thank God it is no worſe! The fa- 
ther is a ſcoundrel!—but the ſon is a man 
ef honour! * — 

6 I do not even know Mr. Bateman !”” 10. 


plied the young lady, a little alarm ed at the 
unuſual 
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unuſual warmth with which her benign friend 
expreſſed himſelf when ſpeaking of his brother 
guardian — © I never ſaw him in my life !- 
he never comes to us, but my mother fre- 
quently goes to him !—! have heard her ſay 
he is very obliging and that ſhe did not know 
what ſhe ſhould do without him?!” 


That may be all very true,” obſerved 
Mr. Curry; “ but, my dear child, take this 
truth from the lips which will not deceive you, 
that to this raſcal, who, by yeur grandtather, 
was empowered with the management of your 
mother's money, is owing, in a great degrec, 
all her difficulties —Prefent ſweets may be fu- 
ture bitters.— I would bring him to juſtice, if 
could; but theſe Chriſtians, of Jewiſh prin- 
ciples, hid their tranſaQtions ſo ſecretly there 
is no getting at proofs, and without proofs no- 
thing can be done !“ 


« ] am glad,” cried Clariſſa, * that Per- 
cival does not inherit the ſame propenſi- 
tics 1”? 


= And fo an 1,” replied the merchant ; 
« yet, anſwer me truly, do my eyes ſparkle, 
when I tell you ſo ?” 


; cc They 
Vor. Il. C 
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& They are ſo uſed to look kindly upon me,” 
faid ſhe, a little diſconcerted hy the arehneſs of 
his countenance. ** that I am always equally 
delighted with their exp:eſhon.” 


* Deareſt girl! be on your guard how you 
think of this young man} He is amiable—te 
world ſay it—and | believe it: I ſhould defire 
for you juſt ſuch another huſband—himſelf would 
be the very object of my election but my Cla- 
riſſa muſt never be the wife of Percival Bate- 
man!“ | 


She cdoaged colour; he did not ſeem 
obſerve her emotions, but continued, | 


* Chance, ſome time ago, put itinto my pow- 
er to aſſiſt a poor family, ſtarving under the 
ſcarcity of Bateman's patronage ; and yet the fa- 
ther of theſe little helpleſs wretches was to him 
in the three-fold capacity of clerk, ſecretary, 
and confidant, My ſmall aſſiſtance, adminiſ- 
tered in the moment of need, created confi- 
dence ; and, amongſt other things, not much to 
the honour cf his empleyer, he informed me, 
#naſted, that Bateman. had, on your account, 
ſent his ſon out of the kingdom, and bound him- 
ſelf, by oath, to diſinherit him, if he ſhould 


ever 
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ever marry a daughter from the houſe of 
Ile worth.“ 


« Oh, my dear Mrs. St. Edmonds!“ cried 
Clariſſa, turning from the brother, and running 
towafds the ſiſter, who, reſting her head on her 
hand, fat in full attention to the intereſting con- 
verſation,-** Dear Madam! your are cer- 
tainly not well, you look quite pale“ -I am 
fue you muſt be particularly indiſpoſed! Let 
me run for your ſmelling-bottle !—I ſaw you 
lay it on your toilet- table — Ves, I know ex- 
ally where to find it !”— and off ſhe flew !— 
not to execute the commiſſion with which ſhe 
had officiouſly charged herſelf, but to give vent 
to the tears that had been brewing in her dove- 
like eyes, from the moment that voice ſo loved, 
ſo reſpeQed, announced the ſentence of her 
fate—**My Clariſſi miſi never be the wife of Per- 
ei va Bateman! 


C2 | CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 


THE BAULK. 


Neri HER the merchant or his ſiſter, who 
both guc ſſed the real ſituation of her thoughts, 
endeavoured to detain her; on the contrary, 
they rather felt themſelves gratihed by her ab- 
ſence, which gave them an opportunity of talk- 
ing over the affai: s of her family, and congratu- 
lating each other on the acquiſition they had 
made to their own circle of domeſtic enjoy- 
ments. 


One quarter of an hour had elapſed, another 
was on the wane from the boſom of time, and no 
Clariſſa returned! 

„She has been much affected, perhaps, af- 
flicted, obſerved Mrs. St. Edmonds, by 
your communication, my dear George l' 


„admit 
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admit the juſtneſs of your remark,” he 
replied! © Tlament the effect, but do not re- 
pent the cauſe. I ſaw from the beginning, that 
her heart had yielded to the hatidfome perſon 
and cultivated underſtanding of an amiable 
youth, with whom a elandeſtine union mult have 
been the infallible deſtruction of both.— l ſaw her 
on the brink of a precipice, her head giddy, hr 
imagination intoxicated —l ſuztchcd her from 
the danger, poſſibly with too liule precamon, 
The ſuddenneſs of my exhortation, rather than 
the exhortation itfelf, has diſmayed her ſpirits, 
Such hurricanes in the human mind, as well as 
in the natuzal world, are always more violent 
than laſting. Truſt me, Eliz abeth,one hour's 
ſaber reflection will repair all the depredat ions 
my communications may have occa ſioned.“ 

T he laſt word was hardly pronounced, 
when Miſs Iſleworth burſt into the room, pale 
as a ſpectre, and trembling all over, announcing, 
that by the light of the carriage moons, ſhe had 
ſeen from her chamber window a chaiſe, draw 
by fix horſes, driving up the avenue, adding, 
that although ſhe could not clearly diſtinguiſh 
objects, fo as to be certain that the livery great- 
coats, worn by the ſervants were thoſe of her 
own family, yet a dreadful preſentiment had tak · 
en poſk ſſien of her mind, that ſeme how or 

C 3 other 
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other ſhe was concerned in the appr oaching ea- 
valcade.“ 


Her friends, theugh equally aſtoniſhed at 
the arrival of viſitors in ſuch a ſtyle, at ſuch an 
hour, and in ſuch weather, would have laugh- 
ed away her fears, when they were fud- 
denly ſtopped by a violent knoching at the 
outer gate, nothing inferior to that which 
anncunccs her Grace's er her Ladythip's return 
home fiom a ball or maſquerade, at five, 
fix, or ſeven o'clack in the morning, to the 
great annoyance ef a dion ſy neighbourhcod— 
a knocking which redoubled Clariffa's trepida- 
tions, called additional c..loaur to the faded 
che: ks of Mrs. St. Edmonds, and even diſcum- 
poſed the tranqu:]-minied merchant, who at ail 
times was ready to relinquiſh the higheſt bekeit 
of ambition, to graſp at the lowlicſt offering 
from the hand of com ort. 


« What can it be!” cried he, making but 
one ſtep to the door, and holding it half open- 
ed, to ſee who the butler was uthering through 
the anti-chamber to the drawing room, --** Here 
is a lady!“ continued he; © | never ſaw her 
boiore! - fume ttranger, 1 ſuppoſe, who ſecks 
a ſhelter fim the ſtorm—be u ours to per- 
form the duitics of hoſpitality ““ 

* bs 
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&« [s your maſter a hermit, that he ſhuts him. 
ſe up in this out of the way place?“ aſked 
the ſtranger. 


It is the voice of Arthur's wife! cried 
Clariſſa, ** It is Lady Ann!“ 


Lady Ann at the fame inſtant made her ap- 
pearance. 


The freedom of her ladyſhip's addreſs be- 
ing exactly the ſame in all places and to all 
people, ſhe returned the ciſtantly polite com- 
pliments of Mrs. St. Edmonds and her brother 
with 2 dip courtſey, a nod of the head, and 
the familiar declaration—* that they ſeemed 
to be a mighty comfortable humdrum party. 


&« Come,” ſaid ſhe, forcing the reluct ant 
hand of Clariſſa, it is a thouſand pitics to diſ- 
turb ſuch company ; but, having turned knight- 
errant, I muſt carry your off.” : 


„ By whoſe authority, Madam,” fternly in- 
terrogated the merchant, ** do you come to rob- 
me of what is my own by purchaſe ? 


% My dear man! don't talk to me of pur- 
thaſe,, for Ik now nothing about buying and 
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ſelling !— nor put yourſelf in a paſſion, which 
can anſwer no end in the world but to make 
me laugh Come along, Clary, we have a 
ſtupid tedious road to meaſure back—Lady Iſte- 
worth with be diſtracted if we are not the firſt 
and beſt dr. fſed figures in her divine circle!“ 


© Indeed I can not, nor | will not enter it, 
Nit night at leaſt, Lady Ann, unleſs comman- 
ded to return with you by Mr. Curry, whoſe 
kindneſs to my parents nas intitled him to un- 
limited obedience en the part of their daugh- 
ter,” rephed Clariſſa, in accents which the 
affront offered to he: iriends rendered ſpirited, 
if not paſhonate. 


Transfixed with aſtoniſhment by Lady Ann's 
eaſy aſſurance, Mr. Curry and his ſiſter flood 
gazing at each o her, (fer her dy ſhip had 
declined their invitation to be ſeated; till, 
rouſed by the energetic reſiſtance of bis wald, 
the patient me:chant, almoſt out of patience, 
again repeated the queitiun the had before eva- 

ed to anſwer, namely, “by whoſe authoriy 
ſhe came to diſſever from his family any one 
of its members? 


Authority!“ ſhe retorted, with a diſdain- 
ful ſmile, * Mer —what's your name ?— 
over my oN contuct I have never yet ac- 
knowledged any authority, and never will.” 

| „ Enough, 


your cloak direQly, child!“ 
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Enough, Madam I—the declaratioa itſelf 
is a ſuſficient voucher for your veracity, and a 
ſuthcient apology for your conduct !—I could 
not have been, at my age, ſo deficient in the 
ſcience of human economy, as to miſunderſtand 
the ſtyle of your lady ſhip's education. I did uot 
preſume to aſk by em, or by what rules your 
general actions are regulated—l am no farther 
concerned in their government than to be infor- 
med, on the preſent occaſion, if I am indebted for 
the honour of Lady Ann Ifleworth's viſit, and 
her intentions reſpecting my ward, to her own 
condeſcenſion and her awn plans, or to the 
commands of Sir Frederick and Lady Iſleworth?” 


„„ Bleſs us, father Adam ! what a chatter is 
W=re about nothing at all! - Clariſſa muſt go 
with me, and by command of the higher pow- 


ers!“ 


J have done, Madam there is no more 
to be ſaid! Prepare, my dear, to attend her 
ladyſhip;—it is not the office of friendſhip to 
ſet aſide parental authority, or ſtrengthen the 
hands of diſobedience.” 


% Well, that is a very wiſe ſpeech !—{o get 


Miſs. 
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Miſs Ifleworth would not difputs the or- 
ders of her benefactor, though ſhe obeyed 
them with evident reſuQtance; and, having 
received his promiſe of ſeeirig her on the 
morrow, as well as a tender embrace from 
Mrs. St. Edmonds, ſhe followed Lady Ann, 
who, aſter many violent ſtruggles, and much 
mefecual reſiſtance to Mr. Curry's attending 
them to the carriage, permitted him to lead 
her forward; but, withdrawing her hand as 
the flep was let down, ruſhed into it ſo pre- 
cipitately as, together with the ſtooping atti- 
tude in which ſhe ſeated herſelf, created in 
the merchant's guarded mind certain ſuſpiei- 
ons, which the better to aſcertain, he called 
one of his own ſervants, who ſtood within 
the door, to Tcreen the lighted flambeau he 
held in his hand from the devaſtating effects of 
the ſtorm, as if for the better accommodation 
of Clariſſa: but no ſooner did its reflection 
diſperſe the darkneſs within, than he beheld a 
man, who ſeemed to conceal himſelf from ob- 
ſervation behind Lady Ann, which made him 
ſay 


« Your Ladythip, I ſee, does not want a 
companion l you have one already, and ano- 
ther will incommode the party !”? 


„ LNon- 


lth. 
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© Nonſenſe !—it is only Lord Clarence! 
—he is one of us /—- —we don't mind a littl- 
ſqueezing - ſo come along!“ 


© In your preſent ſituation, Madam, I cannot 
permit Mifs Iſleworth to accompany you! 
Have the goodneſs to make my excuſes, and 
tell Sir Frederick 1 ſhall wait on him to- mor- 
row!“ 


Ex poſtulations and impertinent threatenings 
in vain aſſailed him from within the car- 
riage—he ordered the door to be ſhut—the 
poſtillions to proceed—and re- conducted the 
overjoyed Clariſſa back to the comforts of his 


own fire - ſide. 


CHAP. V. 


REYVERTS BACK, AND PROCEEDS FORWARD 


Barxzp as to the meditated purpoſe o 
their diſmal excurſion through a night of ter- 
rors, ſuch as witches ſport in, when minded 

: ta 


35 FASHIONABIE INVOLVENENTS, 


to perform their miſchicf on the boſom of 
old occan—Lady Ann's will not only di/futed 
but entirely over-ruled—Lord Clarenee ſuffer- 
ing in his paſſiun, wounded in his pride—all 
theſe circumſtances ſeeming to combine in 
battle array to untranquillize the minds of 
thoſe noble platonic travellers, it may reaſon- 
ably be ſuppoſed, that however well they 
might have agreed before theſe calamities be- 
fel them, they afterwards beeame very bad 
company to each other, 


Every ſpecies of philoſophy has its diſtin 
operations, its different directions. The anci- 
ent ſyſtem teaches its pupils, that “ to live weil 
is to die Aappy.”— The modern ſays, “it mat- 
ters not how a man dies, provided he lives a life 
of paſſion, vice, and luxury, to his own ſoul's 
fatisfa&ion ; becauſe, when the heart ceaſes to 
beat to the joys of conviviality, the ſoul's ſen- 
fations are for ever ſilent.” They allow of no 
| futurity—they boaſt in the vigour of health, 
that death, when he has done his worſt, can 
only blind their eyes and ſtop their breath— 
they ſee not the dreadful myſtery of a future 
exiſtence, till the hand of ſickneſs and deſpair 
tear from their aching eyes the bandage of de- 
lirium, and ſhews them what they are, and 

what 
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what they might have becn, either 20 ſoon for 
conviction, or elſe to late for repentar:ce. 


Amoneſt the deſcription of theſe ſticklers for 
materiality, there were none who had more 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves than Lord Clarence 
and Lady Ann Iſſeworth. Their acquaintance 
had been ſhort—but. minds congenial ſpurn at 
the officious efforts of time to forge the chatu 
of mutual attachment. Their morning inter- 
view had been productive of the moſt pleaſant 
conſequences :—he had ſworn, by his Maker, to 
renounce the whole ſex, for the ſake of one 
beautiful object; and that ow beautiful object, 
jealous of his former attachment to Clariſſa, 
had bound him, by oati:s equally ſolemn, that 
he would not only renounce her for ever, but in 
ſo public a manner, at the ball to be give by 
Lady Ifleworth, as, ſhe flattered herfelf, would 
comple e the confuſion of her rival, the triumph 
of her own charms, and the gratification of her - 
infatiable envy, hatred, and malice, for every 
thing in the form of woman which had youth, 
beauty, or virtue, to recommend the poſſeſſor 
beyond the bounds of partial admiration. Pub- 
licity of fame had been the aim of her ſhort ca- 
reer in the world of faſhion, in ſo much that ſhe 
had been heard to ſay, that ſhe would rather be 


talked 
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talked of for a miſd-m:ancr than not be talked 
of at all: and, with theſe rare-ripe conflitutional 
qualities, it is no wonder if, when ſhe made her 
elopement, and that not the firſt of her indiſ- 
cretions, Lord Benvour, rather than deplore his, 
Iois, ſhould congratulate himſelf on getting rid 
of a daughter, whoſe conduct reflected little 
credit on his art of managing children, 
and leſs honour on the illuſtrivus dignity of his 
progenitors 


It would be hard to determine whoſe morti- 
fication was moſt ſevere, on the diſcloſui e made 
by Sir Frederick of- his ſceret negociation with 
the merchant, which had terminated in Clariſſa's. 
abſence — Whether Lady Iſl. worth, on having 
her brilliant ſchemes all defeated, and being 
forced to reſign the extatic delight of beholding 
the counteſs-elect figure away en bride—to hear 
kerſelf wiſhed joy by a crowded afſembly, who, 
but for that fortunate event, would have beer 
amongſt the firſt to ridicule her morning levee, 
notwithſtanciag many of them might, or ought 
to have been in the ſame ſituation ;—cr, whe- 
ther Lady Ann, though better able to gevern 
her emotions, did not experience a ſtill more 
deadly pang, that the fineſt opportunity in the 
world muſt now be loſt of expoſing her huſ- 
band's family to the inſults of a multitude, all 

honourable 
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honourable or right honourables, and the dear 
cheriſhed hope of cxulting in his ſiſter's humi- 
liat ion. 
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If it be a true obſervation, ** that in the mar- 
ried life, when ane is wiſe bath are happy,” it 
ceatrinly muſt have been owing to the wiſdom 
of Lady Ifleworth, in obliging Sir Frederick 
with a card for Mrs. Snug, that Clariſſa was 
xccalled, and conjugal felicity reſtored. 


But what is conjugal felicity, compared with. 
the felieity of an envious woman, about to rea- 
life her interrupted plans, of drawing down all. 
manner of miſchicf on the defenceleſs head of 
heg rival > If the joy of Lady Ifleworth was 
great, that of Lady Ann was ſtill greater. 


Such was the diſpoſition of her charmingly 
agitated ſpirits, when ſhe called at —— to 
take up Lord Clarence, where, in the morn- 
ing, her ladyſhip had appointed him to wait 
till half paſt ſeven, to receive her farther and 
fuller directions on black and white, namely, 
how ſhe choſe he ſhould conduct himfelf in the 
arduous undertaking of declaring off, when exe 
peed to declare on !—** The affair,” ſhe ob- 
ſerved, ©** was ſo delicate, that to do it well, 
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and do it effeFually, would at leaſt take her 
two huuts in arranging 


As to Arthur, though pretending ſhe ſhould 
find him with y PREY Clarence, foe knew no 
more of his retrograde movements, than he 
did of her [2d!r{nip's ſteady perfererance in.tle 
whole art of iutriguing. 


Before they reathed the end of their drive, 
in ſpite of blowing, raining, thundering, and 
lightning, the ſoft breathing adulation of her 
companion fo harmonized the fpirits of Lady 
Ann, that, amuſcd with a fecond edition of 
his alrcady publiſhed volume of compliments, 
ſhe did not veiy much regret their being 
compelled to return as they came; but, on the 
contrary, meditated moſt pleaſautiy, how to 
make that mortification, from which Clariſſa 
had eſcaped, fall with double weight on the 
devoted head of Lady Ifle worth. 


Lord Clarence, too mnch the ſlave of her 
charms to oppoſe any of her wiſhes, had put 
_ himſelf entirely under her conduQ, and was ſet 
down, at eleven o'clock, at the diilance of a few 
ſtreets from his own houſe, to which a hackney- 
coach conveyed him, juſt as his valet had got 

every 
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every thing in readineſs, to exchange the 


maurning habits of widowhcod for the ſplendid. 


habiliments of a bridegroom, 


CHAP. N. 


TRACI COMIC, 


L avy Il: worth, in all the agonies of ex- 
pectatior, ſat down at her toilet, half an houc 
before the return of Lady Ann was announces 
ed by a carriage ſtopping at the door, which 
produced {ſuch a prodigious fuund, through the 
clattering of ſo many horſes feet on the pave- 
ment, that had any other interfered, even the 
ſound of the laſt trumpet, it is to be feared 
her ladyſhip would have paid it very little at- 
tention, till ſhe had obſerved from her Win- 
dow who had alighted from the travelling 
chaiſe 3 and having ſcen none but her daughter- 
in-law deſcend from it, ſhe then could not 
have regarded any ſummons, natural or ſuper- 
natural—becauſe, with her hair half-curled, 
her face half painted, in the molt poſſible pa- 
thetic attitude of tragedy, ſhe ſunk down up- 
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on the floor, on beholding the carriage drive 
off, and no Clariſſa left behind! 


Lady Ann was juſt in time to aſſiſt at the 
reſurreAion of her ladyſhip's bodily faculties 
but thoſe of the ſoul ſeemed to have taken a 
flight beyond the regions of ſenſe, when in- 
formed of the cruel merchant's cruel detention 
of her daugliter, the pre-deſtined Counteſs of 
Clarence! 


No child could be more delighted with the 
Exhibition of a pantomime, than Lady Ann with 
the feene now under repreſentation ; ſhe was 
herſelf a principal object in the farce—the 
ene eye ſorrowful the other joyful—her tongue 
fympathiſing, her thoughts reviling : the former 
joining in the inharmonic execrations of an 
enraged maniac, heaping coals of fire on the 
head of poor Curry—the latter occupied in 
contriving how ſhe might give additional tor- 
ment to the already tormented, With this 
view, ſhe perſuaded Lady Iſſe worth to believe, 
that no real diſadvantage could occur from the 
abſence of Clariſſa. ** I will take care, ſaid 
ſhe, to procure the congratulations of the 
whole aſſembly, both for your Ladyſhip and 
Lord Clarence, which you know will be 
as public a declaration of his intentions as if he 
were to make them in her preſence.” 


By 
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By many arguments of the ſame tendeney 
the cure was performed; again Lady Iſleworth 
breathed—again fhe fmiled—and again ſhe 
took her ſtation at the toilet, 


* Dear vain fool!” whifpzred Lady Ann, 
ſcfily as ſhe tripped to her cn apart ment, 
& I could almoſt doat on the folly which is fo ve- 
ry amuſing !-—-My pretty mama! I am only go- 
ing to uſe yaur vanity as boys uſe their birds 
let it ſmoothly out by a flring, to draw it back 
with a jerk !”? | | 


Mrs. Snug, though the laſt invited, was the 


firſt perſon to make her appearance, being no 
mean ornament in figure, face, and dreſs, to 
Lady Iſle worth's drawing-room.! the former, 
tall, and of a ftatue-like proportion, might 
have ſerved for the model of another Ve- 
nns, if the graccs of faſhion had been ad- 
ded to the curning workmanſtip of nature — 
ſh: had moulded the limbs to perfection 
education alone could have taught them their 
puliſhed movements—cducation had never 
come in the way of Mis. Snug - ſhe held her 
arms ill, and walked worſe — | he beauty of 
her features, particularly eyes, mouth, and 
teeth, was not inferior to that of her perſon 


her age did not appear to exceed tweaty — 
aud 
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and the modeſty ſhe had expelled from hen 
mind ſcemed to have taken refuge in her 
countenance. Add to all theſe agrem-n: a 
ſplendid gold-fpangled muſlin, with high fra» 
thers, and it will be thought not very extra- 
ordinary, that, being preſented by Sir Frede- 
rick to his accompliſhed wife, ſhe ſhould de- 
clare the favourite of her huſband @ very. char- 
ming creature | : 


This very charming creature excited not!.ing 
Ike admiration when announced to Lady Ann. 
Too pretty to claim her approbation, ſhe was 
forced to put up with her contempt ; ſhe ſta- 
red poor Mrs. Snug full in the face—looked 
ſcornfully— laughed affe ctedly and, turning 
on her heel, ſaid, in an audible whiſper, 
Men Dieu, what a fright !”” | 


A ſplendid circle foon formed itſelf round 
her vivacious ladihip, who delighted to inform 
them that Lady Ifleworth was ſitting at the 
head of the room, to receive joy on the ap- 
proaching marriage of her daughter, who, to 
avoid the ſame ceremony, had taken a trip 
to the country, leaving her mother and Lord 


Clarence to ſuſtain the whole weight in their 
ewn perſons. 


a 
=* 
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Sir James Collington, (to whom Lord Ch- 
rence unboſomed himſelf at the tavern, after 
having, to get himſeif out of one ſcrape, plun- 
ged into another,) feeling mortified that the 
clog he then engaged to take off his hands 
was not fo make her appearance, of courſe 
that he ſhould be non-ſuired, flatly contradic- 
ted her ladyſhip, with certain vulgar phraſes, 
which hike weeds tranſplanted from the hedge 
to the garden become flowers, ſo likewiſe are 
naughty words transferred from the mouth of 
a peaſant to that of a gentle man, conſidered 
not only admiſſible but highly ornamental to the 
molt poliſhed ſocieties. 


% I'll be d—d, Lady Ann,” ſaid he, © i 
ever Clarence nooſes himſelf again! Becauſe 
a man has once had his ſhackles knocked off 
by accident, is he to expect that the devil will 
always ſtand at his elbow to do him a good 
office ! Il bet your Ladyſhip, or any perſon 
in this company, a thouſand guineas, and take 
the loſing odds, that Clarence, if you fairly 
aſk him the queſtion, will tell you, by G- d! 
that he has not the remoteſt thought of a 
ſerious attachment!“ 


1% Piſh!” cried Lady Ann, © you know no- 
thing about it!“ | 2 
| | 6 Yes! 
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„ Yes! I know, that amongſt your whole 
ſex he has not a greater favourite than vour 
Ladyſhip ! =yet, if you were ſingle to- mor- 
row. 


% Have done, I charge you!“ faid ſhe, in- 
terrupting him, with a look of diſpleaſure, but 
a ſtrong propenſity to gratification, I wiſh 
Lord Clarence was come to defend himſelf 
againſt your incenderous charges |—Profane 
the ſubje& no more with thy unhallowed lips ! 
but follow us to Lady Iſle worth; and, if you 
cannot teach your hardened heart to recant from 
its wicked errors, keep them to yourſelf, and 
not let them fly about to diſcompoſe her 4 


ſhip's tranquillity.” 


No Load on,” he replied; „ there is no bet- 
ter actor on the ſtage of life than I am, when 
invited to play the hypocrite in a love ſcene.“ 


Lady Ann was not the only perſon delighted. 
or intereſted with this lively altercation ;— 
every male that had them, whether real or ar- 
tificial, ſhewed his white teeth—every female, 
with ſcrewed up features, gave the lie to 
their ſentiments, by declaring they Hoped 
to witneſs his defeat, and the triumph of 
Lord Clarence, er ſhould be extremely ſorry 


for 
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for the fate of poor Miſs Ifleworth, nothing 
being ſo detrimental to a young woman's eſta- 
bliſhment as being ta!/ked of for a marriage 
that went off, nobody knew how [”? 


Mrs. Snug alone was abſent from this im- 
menſe circle of welſ-wiſhers to the houſe of 
Iſleworth ; the baſhful creature had taken ſhel- 
ter under the wing of domeſtic patronage, by 
occupying the very next place to the lady of 
the manſion, who began to think it an age be- 
fore the whole aſſembly crowded round her 
throne, headed by I. ady Ann, to pay the tri- 
bute of congratulations, which her folly flew 
out to meet, and her vanity panted to receive. 


CHAP. VII. 


RIDDLE ME RIDDLE REE!! 


Ta Queen of Sheba, at King Solomon's 
court, muſt, in the article of finery, have 
found herſelf outdone, under the roof, and by 
the wife of a ſimple baronet, had ſhe lived in 
theſe our days of latitude and invention. 
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All thoſe clegant ornaments Lady Iflewoith 
had borrowed from a jeweller, after having 
depoſited in the keeping of a friend, er more 
properly ſpeaking, pawned thoſe gems ſhe had 
cajoled out of the cautivus Bateman, for the 
purpoſe of decorating Clariſſa on the bridal de- 
claration, were now profuſely beſt owed about 
her own perſon. 


The found o. 1 give your L.2dyſhip joy! 
pronounced by ſo many tungues of faſhionable 
notoriety at the ſame moment, producedon her 
animal ſpirits that ſort of pleai urable ſenfation 
by which we ſec young children agitated when 
one preſentsa toy, or carry them to a puppet- 
ſhew. With ſo much avidity had ſhe prepared 
to anſwer the compliments of the noble multi- 
tude, that many of them received the moit gra- 
cious returns, even before their occaſional com- 
pliments had been dehve red. Nothing could 
be more delighted than her ladyſhip—nothing 
more diverted than her gueſts !=—Thus it is 
that the fool and the knave derive their gratifi- 
cation from the ſame ſouree. The frog ſports 
in the water, and the miſchievous boy ſmilingly 
' whirls the pebble doomed for its deſtruction. 


Lady Ifleworth openedher own ball with her 
own minuet, which, it muſt be confeſſed, ſhe 


managed 
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managed with as much eaſy elegance as the beſt 

automaton of modern ingenuity could have at- 
a tained to; no: even the faſhionable one to be ſeen 
at Spring-garden, if formed to dance as well ag 
play, could have excelled her, —Sir Frederick 
ſeemed to have forgot that his mifireſs was pre- 
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ſert, and looked only to is wife / 85 
3 by 
Either from fear of not doing ſo well, or 22 1 
the inherent love of thoſe romping figures, by” 
which is a ſort of invitation to the unreſtrained #4 
freedom of hilarity, none of the ladies attempted [25 


to follow the example ſet them by Lady Iſle- 
worth, except Mrs. Snug, who, having ad- 
vanced to the top of the room, led by Sir Fre- 
derick, was obliged to be re-ſeated, unable to 
reſiſt the general cry for the commencement of 
country-dances and cotillions. The baronet, 
who had once before ſeen his favourite dulcinea 
exhibit in a ſimilar performance at an Eaſter 
ball, not much to her own advantage, was far 
from repining at this interruption to a ſecond 
diſplay of the ſame untaught accompliſhment ; 
but as all people, taught or untaught, will run 
or hop ſome where or other when a figure is be- 
gun, he ſtood her up at the foot of the ſet, ard 
placed himſelf yis-d-vis as her partner. 


D No 


50 FASHIONABLE INVOLYEMENTS. 


No rhetoric could prevail on Lady Iſle worth 
o 


« Come and trip it as you go, 
«© On the light fantaſtic toe !”* 


he even reſiſted the incitements of her be- 
loved faro. Every thing gave place to anxiety 
for the appearance of Lord Clarence, who, fa 
tigued either with his ſhort drive or /on;love-ſtory, 
threw himſelf on a ſofa on his return from En- 
Hield—flept t hree hours—and, not till juſt before 
the ſupper-rooms were opened, was « name fo 
important ro her happineſs announced by the 


groom-porter, when, flying to meet him at the 
door, ſheexclaimed — 


My dear Lord! what has detained you? 
1 am half dead with expecting you Did you 
ever ever hear of ſuch a wretch as that Corry ? 
—How provoking that you could not bring 
back Miſs Iſle worth, when you were ſo good to 
take the trouble of going to fetch her !—1 found 
it extremely difficult to ſuſtain, in my own per- 
ſon, all the flattering compliments I have receiv- 
ed on your Lordſhip's account !” 


His Lordſhip, with well-affeQed ſurpriſe, as if 
quite unprepared for an attack ſo very particu- 
lar, ſtepped back a few paces, and opened his 
eyes 
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= eyes to a moſt enormous ſtretch, on perceiving 


thoſe of Lady Ann, with five hundred more as 
bright as her own, obſervin g his motions. 
Some from the dancers—ſome from the card-ta- 
bles, all had colle&ed together, forming a ſelf-im- 
pannelled jury, to decide on the cauſe before ar- 
gued, whether Lord Clarence uud or would 
not avow himſelf the lover of Miſs Iſl-worth ? 
—and, without one diſſ-nting voice, it was ar- 
gued nem. con. by the evidence of his own words, 
& that it never wow!d be a match? 
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Advancing with a flower ſtep thin he retreat- 
ed, and in that ſort of equivocal accent which 
leaves the hearer to put what conſtruction plea- 
ſes his humour on the doubtful expreſſions of a 
double meaning, he replied, with the molt en- 
viab le nanchalance, that, not having the honour 
to perfectly underſtand why he ſhould have been 
the cauſe of incommoding her ladyſhip with the 
burthen of ſu many compliments, he muſt refer 
to her candour for an explanation.” 


Inſpired by reſentment, if not by wiſdom, with 
a ſarcaſtic ſmile, ** ſhe deſired the reference 
might be removed from her juriſdiction to the 
court of his own conſcience, which could much 
better give him the information he demand- 


ed. 


D 2 % My 
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My inclinations,” ſaid he, gayly, are 
fo much diſperſed amongſt this charming circle 
of your Ladyſhip's friends, that at preſent it is 
impoſſible to collet them for any ſort of inveſ- 
tigation —Let us agree, then, to peſtpone our 
amicable diſputation to” —— 


**© Doomſday ! interrupted the friend of 
Lord Clarence, whoſe words were drowned in 
the united chorus of joy giving from an hundred 
pretty mouths, all opening at the ſame time, for 
the evident purpoſe of drawing from his lord- 
ſhip one great, one deciſive negative, which did 
not fail in its e ffe &ꝭs. 


Firſt caſting his keen dark eyes on Lady Iſle- 
worth, then on her viſitors, What,“ he ex- 
claimed, *© can have occafioned theſe flatter- 
ing, but to me extremely myſterious greetings 
— | cannot feel myſelf fo highty diſtinguiſhed, with. 
out ſignifying my wiſh to be informed why I am 
made the object of ſuch univerſal notice?“ 


Before her lady ſhip could have determined 
whether to treat this appeal as a paſſing jeſt or 
as downright earneſt, it was announced by more 
than one officious voice, ** that the congratula- 
tions offered by the friends of Lady Ifleworth, 
proceeded from the very ſenſible intereſt they 


had 
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had taken in his lordſhip's approaching nuptials 
with the daughter of Sir Frederick.” 


They devil they do!” cried he; then ad- 
ded—“ With all the admiration for the beauty, 


virtues, aud merit of that lady, I have not the 


preſumption to thiuk the addreſſes of a fot lorn 
widower would be accepted, even had I the te- 
merity to offer them!“ 


Nothing could be more deciſive than this de> 
claration, that his lordſhip deſired to be thought 
perfectly independent of an affair which agita- 
ted ſo many fair boſoms, ſome with jealouſy, 
fome with curioſity, and all with envy. Every 
eye turned on Lady Iſleworth, ſeeming to ſay 
Well, Madam, what will. you do now?“ 
when ſuddenly the voleano of indignation kind- 
ted: but before the inflammable gas could 
force its paſſage through the bowels of ſpeech, 
Lord Clarence whiſpered ſomething in her ear 
—fhe gave him her hand—he led her apart; 
the few minutes their private conference laſted 
muſt have been employed very much to the pur- 
poſe, as it baniſhed all that was terrible, and 
reſtored all that was pleaſant, to the counte- 
nance of Lady Iſle worth. 


vir Frederick unobſerved by the parties en- 
gaged, kept himſelf in ſuch a poſition as ta 


hear. 
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hear all that paſſed, from the commencement 
to the concluſion of his wife's folly. He did 
not miſs a word of the unqualifi cd renunciat ion 
uttered by Lord Clarence, of all pretenfiors 
to the honour of his alliance; yet, either from 
perſonal fear, ſhould he call upon his lordſhip to 
eat his words, or from ſome other as laudable mo- 
tive, he became blind, deaf, inſenſible, aſſect- 
ing to make it be believed the whole of his at- 
tention was devoted to the amuſement of Mrs. 
Snug, who, feeling herſelf neglected, if not en- 
tirely overlooked, had taken her ſeat cloſe at 
his elbow : but ſecing her ladyſhip return from 
the conference with head ereA—eyes danc- 
ing- cheeks glowing—ſmiles dimpling—and 
"mounted on the higheſt ſtile of exul;at on, he 
partook of the general opinion which, very much 
againſt their will and pleaſure, every ſſ edator 
was forced to adopt, namely, that whatever rea- 
fons Lord Clarence might have for advancing a 
public declaration, Miſs Ifleworih A — ſafe 


enough. 


His Lordihip fill conducting the triumphant 
mother of Clariſſa, they were followed to the 
ſupper · rooms by the whole diſappointed multi- 
tude, who, having fondly expected a very dif- 
ferent termination to the family affai s, could 


I] brook the vinble ſigns of delight, by which 
thoſe 


E - 
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thoſe of mortification had been ſo unaccountably 
ſuperceded on the countenance of their frofufe 
entertainer. 


Only one perſon preſent, except Lord Cla- 
rence himſelf, but was completely impoſed on 
by appearances. Lady Ann had given him his 
cue; and he had reſtored the ſpirits of her 
pretty mama without exceeding the limits of his 
inſtructions. 


CHAP. vm. 


TRICKS AT A TAVERN. 


2 ETD PICS 


Axrnun ISLEWORTH, the inheritor ot 
his father's vices, and his mother's extrava- 
gance, had dined that day at a tavern frequent · 
ed by rooks, who fared ſumptuouſly on the well- 

plumed 
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Plumed ſtray pigeons which art or accident 
threw in their way. 


He had been met in the morning at a billiard- 
table, by the prefident of this KonouURABLE 
ſociety, who, underitanding him to be the heir 
of a baronet, juſt arrived at the age of man, and 
lately married to the heireſs of a rich peer, 
thought him an obje& on which himſelf and 
ecmpany might ſpeculate with advantage. 


Accordingly the colonel (which rank he re- 
ally did bear in the army) challenged his new 
acquaintance to a trial of ſkill—allowed that 
he ſhould obtain a compleat victory—acknow- 
ledged an infinite ſuperiority over his own play 
— paid his loſſes, with as good a grace as the 
wily corporal lays down the national money 
for a promiſing recruit—and, with no leſs tri- 
umph, afterwards preſented him to his aſſoci- 
ates at their club dinner. 


Arthur, though extremely delighted with 
his entertainers, would have departed after 
each had drank his two bottles ; but the colo- 
nel and his corps prevented the emigration, by 
formally mounting a guard over him, one on 

a ſide 
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a ſide being placed within the door, to whom 
the glaſs. was regularly handed, till reſieved 
by others at the expiration. of every ten mi- 
nutes.. 


This whole farce was conducted with ſuch. 
mirthful conviviality, that all farther caution 
became unaeceſſary. Loaded dice and mar- 
ked cards were introduced, at a ſeaſou when 
their viſitor's very ſinall portion of diſceramznt 


was quite overwhelmed, though till he re- 


tained enough of vivacity to ſmile at his own. 
undoing, 


Having appropriated to their uſes all the 


cath he madly produced, one of the parity, 
pretending to be cqually unfortunate, equally 
poor, and equally exafperated at his compa- 
nions refuſing to playwith them on credit, pro- 
poſed that they ſhould ſtake whatever was 


valuable about their perſons, ſwearing he would. 


run thatſcoundrel through the body who did not 
plank to their full value in yellow boys. 


* 


Every man's purſe, which the moment be- 


fore had glided into the pocket of its owner, 
now ſprang back on the table with valorous ala- 
exity, to aniwer the drawcanſir's challenge. 
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Several articles were produced by the decoy, and 
the duck entered the pool, from whence he was 
not ſuffered to depart till his beſt feathers were 


all pluckee. 


At three o' clock in the morning they put poor 
Arthur into a chair that was to convey him to 
his mother's aſſembly, faithfully promiſing to fol- 
low, as ſoon as they could make themſelves rea- 
dy for the honour of an introduction to her lady- 
ſhip's drawing-room, whither their intoxicated 
dupe, being in a ſtate not exactly to know he- 
ther he roſe winner or loſer, ſtrenuouſly invited 
them. 


But had he known the worſt of his condition, 
he would have done the ſame thing; becauſe, 
when leaſt in his ſenſes he was always moſt in 
good humour—when leaſt human the moſt Au- 
mane—and civilized the moſt, when brutalized 
to a certain degree of inebriation, at which 
pitch he had happily arrived when he ſeparated 
from his new friends, leaving behind him a 
ſuperb watch of Lady Ann's,. which he had 
taken out to get regulated—a plain repeater 
of his own—2 gold hooking ſnuff- box, to be 
filled with rappee, picked up by his mother 
at 2 pawn-broker's the intended preſent, or 
rather peace · oſſcring, to Bateman, for the 

forced 
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forced loan of her own diamonds, till ſhe 
could return their likeneſs to his keeping, 
copied by Dovy—maſſy knee and ſhoe buck- 
les of fterling gold —large wriſt- button —all the 
gift of his god-mether and grand-aunt Lady 
Bridget Iſleworth, on his coming of age. 


Diſburdened of ſo many weighty articles; 
the chairmen ſoon trotted with their inſen- 
ſible fare to the hall of reception, where the 
ſtanding ſtill of hisradle rouſed his ſlumber- 
ing facultie: the doors of the ſupper- rooms 
were juſt thrown open— to them he haſtened 
veering as little from the ſtraight line of di- 
rection as could have been expected. 


Sitting | down at the upper end of the lar- 
geſt table, where his mother preſided on all 
ſuch occaſions, his vacant eyes dwelt on the 
ſplendid board; over which luxury had ſpread 
all her enchantments: ſuddenly they became 


viſionleſs — his face dropped upon his arms 


his arms reclined over as many covers as came 
in their way, and ſo totally exclude the powers 
of. found, as well as of ſight, that he was 
alike impenetrable to the diſtant as to the 
near approach of the feſtive multitude, though 
their voices were mighty as the winds, and 
their motions tumultuous as the waves. 
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AﬀeQation lent her own voice to afliſt the 
exclamation of Lady Iſle worth, on perceiving 
her place at the table pre-occupied by the 
ſon of her dotage, not only in compleat diſha- 
bille, but ſnoring with all the vulgarity of a 
peaſant boy, run down by hard labour. 


The frenchified “ Men Dieu ! and the ita- 
lianized ſcream of her ladyſhip, ſuperceded the 
ſarcaſtic laugh, which her gay companions 
might have tried to ſuppreſs, if Arthur's wife 
had not taught them, by her own example, 
that to ſmother their mirthful emotions 
was a ceremony which would be diſpenſed 
with, | 


« Oh, he has been robbed and murdered l 
cried Lady Iſle worth, as ſhe examined the 
deficiencies in his dreſs, and endeavoured to 
rouſe him. : 


© Robbed indeed!” repeated Lady Ann, 
twittering with delight at the diſgrace to which 
he expoſed bimſelf— He is only drunk! 
Pray let the monſter be carried to his cham- 
ber -I cannot bear the fight of him l“ 


« How unfeeling l“ drawled out ber lady- 
ip, and was giving orders that .pbyſical af- 
ſiſtance 


— ſ_ 
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ſiſtance ſhould be immediately procured, when. 
Arthur, ftarting on his feet, called uut— 
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« Oh! d-n me, you are come at laſt! 
but tis all over, and I have been aſleep theſe 
five hours!“ 


« He is worſe than drunk, he is mad be- 
fcreamed Lady Ann, and took ſhelter on the arm 
of Lord Clarence. 


SY 
A Ann It Ig} 
* . 8 ig. _ 


« Arthur, my dear, how are you ?*—where- 
is the hurt you have received?“ aſked his pa- 
thetic mama. | 


« The hurt is here!” replied Lady Ann,, 
laughing, and ſignificantly pointing to her. 
head. 


Inſtead of anſwering his mother's queſtion, 
the half-opened eyes of Arthur, which had been. 
ſtupidly ſtaring about him in ſearch of his ta- 
vern friends, now fixed on his wife, and ſtag- 
gering towards her, beſides telling her ſne was 
curſed handſome, he inſiſted on faluting her, 
and would have been mighty affeQionate, but 
for the interference of Sir Frederick, who, 
remembering that he had often heard Mrs. 
Snug declare ſhe always fell into hyſterics at. 

hight: 
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fight of a drunken man, ſolely to guard her 
delicate feelings, dragged his ſon from the 
eompany, which he ſo ſtubbornly oppoſed, 
unleſs he was firſt allowed to kiſs the hand of 
his wife, that, inſtigated by the advice of Lord 
Clarence, ſhe ſubmitted to the operation, which, 
when performed, lifting it to his face, ſhe gave 
him ſuch a ftroke, that, hail there been one 
ſpark of fire in his ſoul it muſt have flown out 
at Ins ey<s. 


© Go, brute F” cried ſhe, ** for a brute thoi; 
art, make the beſt of thee -In every. ſenſe ot 
the word thou art a brute!” 


„ Charming ſpirit !'? lifped Lady Ifleworth, 
as Sir Frederick gave her ſon into the hands ot 
fervants to take him off the ſtage “ Charming 
ſpirit But I hope, my dear, the poor boy will 
not take your ſweet playfulneſs for any thing 
leſs kind than what you intended to expreſs !” 


&« Oh, it is impoſſible he ſhould miſunder- 
ſtand it! replied ſhe, gayly. 


„ thought ſo!” ſaid her ladyſhip, taking 
her place at the table—** Poor thing, he is re- 
ally violently warm! —l wiſh he may not have a 
brain fever b 

« You 
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* Your wiſh Madam,” retorted Lady Ann, 

with indeferibable archneſs, *< ariſes from the 
very boſom of certainty !—he never will—in- 
deed he never can have a brain fever!” 


CHAP. IX. 


THE LIE. 


Lixe the majority of mankind, I um now 
about to trample over the moſt precious gift of 
Heaven miſapplied by ſome, but deſired by all. 
To the ſtudivus—to the induſtrious—to the ra- 
tional—fime has no uſeleſs hour in his train; 
the reaſonable diſtribution between reſt and la · 
bour, gives to each its due value. But the ſons 
and daughters of riotous notoriety calculate other- 
wiſe, and thoſe moments only are eſtimated by 
them which, clothed in darkneſs and. winged 
with mirih, dance before them to the very 
mouth of that bottomleſs pit where lurks deſ- 
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_ Lightly as Lady Ileworth and her court 
of Comus re ſpected the lapſe of time, I feel. 
no greater inclination ta wark its progreſs ;. 
but having diſpatched the company. to their ſe- 
veral homes, after a ſplendid d&jeunt, 4 Paube 
du jour, all except Lord Clarence, who re- 
maiued behind, in chat with Lady Ann, to a 
latter hour than ſunriſing; and having ſent the 
miſtreſs of the revels to yawn over. her toilet — 
ſcold her Abigail -lament the decay of her 
cardpuife - and do every thing but ſay her 
prayers ;_ bchold I bring Sic Frederick, moun- 
ted on a handſome blood-mare, to the door of 
Mr. Curry, in Broad-ſtreet, intending from 
thence to have ſhaped his courſe of Enkeld, if 
he did not find the merchant already in. his 
counting houſe. | 


Never. was courage more fugitive — never the 
thoughts of man more complicated never the 
head leſs calculated for the diſpatch of buſineſs 
than Sir Frederick's, when informed the gen- 
| tleman for whom he required was already ar- 
rived. 


It was the firſt time he had felt the whole of 
his untoward predicament; and, inſtead of 
alighting, he began to. whillle the very tune 
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which, of all others, was ever the moſt dil- 
cor dant to the harmonic ear cf his lady. 


The groom who paticntly attended, holding 
his own horſe by the bridle, was not in the 
leatt ſurpriſed at this ſudden indeciſion, becauſe 
ſuch changes had frequently fallen under his 
obſervation ; but the merchant's ſervant, who 
reſpectfully waited on the ſtep to receive the 
baronet's commands, or condu& him to 
the houſe, ſeeing he made no effort ei- 
ther to ſpeak or alight, and being unaccuſtomed 


to attend viſitors who only ſtopped at his maſter's 


door to whiſtle, concluded the poor gentleman 
muſt be inſane, and probably would have turned 
back, if Sir Frederick had nut motioned him to 
ſtay where he was, having juſt then decided 
the following queſtion, by which his few fenſes 
were before occupied, whether it would not 
be better to return home and ſend a written 
apology, than to face the purchaſer of his Weſt- 
moreland eſtate ?” who, his conſcience told 
him, might, if he pleaſed, get rid of his en- 
gagement, having, by demanding back his 
daughter the preceding evening, himſelf com- 
mitted the firſt breach in their contract. 


A lucky thought occarred—a lie muſt be 
told! And what of that? - A lie, only fabri- 
cated 
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cated to reſcue fame or ſcreen property, was 
a fin of no greater magnitude, by compariſon, 
than a grain of ſand to the mighty Alps, in 
his own, or in the catalogue of licenſed pri- 
vileges to noblemen, gentlemen, and others of a 
ecrtain deſcription ! 


A thouſand lies paſſed in review before him, 
always ready to do him occaſional fervice: 
one only he retained—it was but a little one 
it neſtled on his tongue, whilſt the confederate 
lips covered it with a ſmile ;” and his no longer 
reluQant ſteps. brought him to the awful pre- 
ſence of that man. who, in the preſent ſituation 
of his finances, he would leſs willingly offend 
than his Maker l 15 


Whatever pains it might have coſt him to ap- 
pear unembarraſſed, his gaiety felt a momenta- 
ry check from the cold, nut to ſay ſtern recep- 
tion, which met his advances, to that fort of 
condeſcending familiarity which ſuperiority of 
rank is apt to confider grateful to the vanity of 
an inferior. Although fo ill- received by the 
merchant, that had Sir Frederick been obliged 
to forge, inſtead of utter a falſehood, his confu- 
ſion muſt have totally overpowered his inven- 
non ;—but the lie was ready and out it came 
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«© Dn me, if I did not expect this!” faid he, 
with a mortified air, dropping the hand which 
had been ſcornfully rejected Will you hear 
my defence? 


46 I intended, Sir, to have ſpared you the 
trouble of coming to me, by attending you this 
morning at your own houſe ;, and laſt night ſig- 
nified my intentions to your daughter-in-law, 
Lady Ann, who, by your autherity, came to de- 
mand the return of Miſs Iſleworth, contrary to 
the ſpirit and meaning of our late agreement. 


« The devil take me, Curry, if that epitome 
of all fin and wickedneſs ever kicked up a row 


in your family by my authority! There is but 


one greater fool in the world than Arthur's 
wife, and that is my own between them they 
hatched this curſed ſcheme to ſet us at variance. 
My good friend, it could only have been baf- 
fied by your prudence, who molt cleverly jockey - 
ed them by holding the reins fo tight that they 
could not get at the poney. It is to return my 
thanks for your care of my daughter—to vindi- 
cate myſelf, by telling the exact truth—and to. 
expoſe the trick which has been played me, that 


| wait upon you at this early hour I declare to. 


Ged l have not been in bed all night!“ 


Frivolous 
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Frivolous and contemptible as the addrefs, 
mode, and manners of his war d's huſband way 
ever conſidered by the reſpeQable patron of 
Miſs Iſleworth, that very reſpeQability, the 
growth of honour, integrity, and candour, 
which marked his character, was the ſtraight 
path by which credulity made its way to the 
precinQs of his better underſtanding, and there 
eſtabliſhed the moſt implicit faith as to the ba- 
ronet's veracity, He pitied his folly, abhorred 


his vices ; but that a lying ſpirit ſhould take poſ- 


ſeſſion of any human being who had to ſupport 


the dignity of a gentleman, never entered into 
his imagination. 


So much for the merchant's circumſcribed 


knowledge of modern gentlemen, modern dignity, 
and medern indulgences. 


Sir Frederick's vivacity, as if dependent on 
the ſmile or frown of his manied friend, rekind- 
led with the good humour which now baniſhed 
all reſerve from his own countenance - no 
more was ſaid of the breach in their agreement, 


which had been made by the ladies without his 
 concurrence—the next day was appointed for 


the meeting of their ſeveral COnveyancers, tO 
finally adjuſt the purchaſe. 


Before 
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Before they parted, the baronet told the mer- 
chant in confidence, that without acquainting 
his family what were his intentions, the mo- 
ment the buſineſs with him was concluded, he 
ſhould ſet out for his borough, to which he 
could not be returned under five thouſand 
pounds, being ſtoutly oppoſed by two can- 
didates—one from the eaſt, with Fortunatus's 
purſe in his poſſeſſion—the other a minifterial 
man, to whom all the treaſury avenues were 
thrown open. 


Mr. Curry would have perſuaded Sir Fre- 
derick from his hazardous project, yet felt 
very little diſappointment at finding his 
counſel rejected, well knowing, that in the 
way to ruin there was more roads than one, 
and that no human foreſight could bar them 
all againſt the wild career of fools and mad- 
men... 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 


WHAT MAY HAPPEN, 


W HE THER from fimilarity of taſte, con- 
catenation of events, or emulation in the fcience 
of ſquandering, it ſo happened, that as Sir 
Frederick ſlowly walked his horfe through 
Fleet-ftreet, the ſelf ſame ornamented watch 
which, by the wary owner's want of faith fo 
marvelouſly eſcaped the graſp of Lady Ifleworth, 
inſpired him with like eagerneſs to become its 
poſſeſſor. It was an offering at the ſhrine of 
beauty, which would not have diſgraced Mark 
Anthony to preſent, or the Queen of Egypt 
to accept: but, whilſt he is bearing it in tri- 
umph to the fair hands of Mrs. Snug, his lady is 
no leſs buſily employing herſelf at h ome in pro- 
viding for her own intereſt ; and though they 
take different ways, it will bring them exactly 
to the ſame point at /aff. 


Unable to lee p, from the variety of cogita- 
tions which took poſſeſſion of her head, as ſhe 
reſigned 
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reſigned it to her pillow, ſome of the moſt bril- 
hant, others of the moſt perplexing tendercy, ſhe 
ſtarted from her bed, and, without diſturbing 
any part of the family, wrapped in a long flannel 
drefſing-gown, ſat down before her toilet. 


In her calculation of having the jewek 
borrowed from Bateman re-copied by Dovy, 
ſhe forgot to eſtimate how long it muſt un- 
avoidably be before they were ready for de- 
livery, nor had, till that morning, beſtowed 
one thought on the fatal conſequence inevita- 
bly attending her breach of promiſe, ſhould 
ſhe fail to reftore them at the given time 
no leſs than a diſcloſure, from the exaſpera- 
ted guardian, of many little myſterious dealings 
between them, hitherto ſo well concealed 
from all eyes and ears but their own. 


Something muſt be done to prevent this 
threatened diſaſter ; and no better occurred than 
to impoſe on him the frf copy, inſtead of 
| waiting for a ſecond, .hecauſe a more exact 
reſemblance it was impoſſible to procure : 
therefore, giving every gem a flight bruſh, and 
one by one depoſiting them in the purpoſely 
reſerved caſket, from whence, a few hours 
before, ſhe had purloined their valuable pro- 
totype, ſhe rang for her woman ordered a 

| hackney 
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hackney-coach huddled on her eloaths - drew 
a trick veil over her face—and, whilſt her huſ- 
band was outraging truth with one guardian, 
ſhe as induſtriouſly ſet forward to commit an 
impoſition on the other. 


Being told by the girl who opened the door 
* that her maſter was deſpard bad, and that a 
doctar was ſent for,” her ladyſhip inſiſted on 
going to his chamher, where ſhe found him in 
a high fever, probably the fruits of a long night's 
refleQion on the imprudence of his having truſt- 
<d her with the caſket ſhe now came to reſtore. 


%% Have you brought them back?“ cried the 
ſick man, eagerly, fixing his inflamed eyes on 
thoſe of his ward, as ſhe placed herſelf by the 
ſide of his bed on an iron cheſt, filled with mo- 
ney and ſecurities—* Have "on brought my 
jewels ?” 
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60 ** they all are ſafe and ſound, my dear 
Sir,” preſenting the agate gold · mounted repo- 
ſitory which ſbauld have contained them, and 
which his burning trembling hands graſped at, 
as a hawk — on its prey. 


« Thank you— thank r he, 
lifting up the lid, © Yes, I ſee they are right 
— very 
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very right !—and I thank you with all my 
heart l“ 


© Where would you have me beſtow them?“ 
aſked her ladyſhip ; for, alas! my good Mr. 
Bateman, I fear you are too ill to * of 
them with your own hands!“ 


«© No, my child?” faid he, I will not trou- 
ble yon farther; they ſhall repoſe with me be- 
tween the ſheets till I get up, which will be 
very ſoon; for the ſight of your Ladyſhip has 
done me ſo much good, that now, taking my 
leave, I ſhall loſe no time in putting on my 
cloaths, and going myſelf to tell the apothecary 
am recovered without his aſſiſtance, for 
i neither like to take His phyſic, or give 
him my money.— So good day l- good day !— 
I hope Miſs Clariſſa is well, and will ſoon get 
married to her noble admirer !”? 


= Not exactly to Aim,“ replied her ladyſhip, 
with a ſmile of importance ; © Icame with your 
jewels thus early, to tell you that“ —— 


« Any other time, my lady,” impatiently in- 
terrupting her intended communication, * he 
will be here preſently if I do not ſtop him !— 
Any other tiiae time I ſhall be glad to ſee your 


E ladyſhip, 
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ladyſhip, and to hear you talk upon the buſt- 
neſs.” 


Lady Iſleworth, thus limited to time and 
filence, withdrew from the ſick man's apart- 
ment, ſuſfi-iently ſatisfied at having left be- 
hind her what would have been his death in- 
ſtead of cure, had he ſuſpected the jmpoſition ; 
but of that there was now no chance, well 
knowing he would lock up the caſket with 
other ſimilar treaſures, in his iron cheſt, the 
moment ſhe turned her back, where, ſubje& 
to no re-examination of the contents, ſhe was 
poſitive it would lie dormant till the final of 
what ſhe could not but foreſee muſt end in a 
very intricate adjuſtment. 


The preſent moment was always that of her 
43dyſhip's care, and doatage ever provided for 
to her very belt abilzies; but ſhe treated the 
future with the ſame negligence beſtowed on 
the younger branches of her family, that is, 
ſhe made no proviſion for either. 


Bateman might live many years, at leaſt 
ſhe ſaw no danger from his immediate indiſ- 
poſition ; it was only Ais death, and the con- 
ſequence of her private affairs falling into other 
hands, that could poſſibly Ciſtreſs her. 

Even 
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F.ven againſt this evil, fortune might yet be- 
triend her in providing expedients; ſhe may, 
by a few lucky faros, prevent the praQtif:4 
;mpoſition from being brought to light, by a 
timely exchange of the true for the falſe jew- 
els ;—Sir Fredefick may die—or the word may 
come to an end. 


— — — 


CHAP. XI. 


COMMON OCCURRENCES. 


R EGULARITY being nodiſtinguſhing fea- 
ture in the domeſtic arrangements of her la- 
dyſhip's family, ſhe was not ſurpriſed at her 
return home, to find the principal members 
all diſperſed, ſome one way, ſome another 
— breakfaſt, untouched, ſtill on the table, a nd 
no body to open the door or * que ſt ions 
but her own woman. 


With her the immediately proceeded to the 
dreſſing-room, where, having paid all devoti- 
onal attention to her perſonal adornment, ſhe 
E 2 gave 
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gave Harris directions to pack up certain of her 
worn-out dreſſes, and ſend them to Mrs. Trot - 
ter, to whom ſhe addreſſed the following lines, 
whilſt the diſſatisfied Abigail was obeying her 
commands with the moſt grudging reluc- 
tance. 
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«© Mrs. Trotter, 
* I think it very ſtrange that Arabella and 
« Matilda ſhould be in the condition you re- 


© preſent, when you know I put them ſo well 
* cleathed, ſo much like children of the fir # 


« faſhion, under your tuition! There muſt 
© have been ſome monſtrous miſmanagement, 
„but where, I have not leiſure juſt now to ex- 
% amine! 


© It is impoſſible Sir Frederick ſhould be 
© able to maintain all his family in luxuries; 
t for at this time he has an <ſtabliſhment to form 
for their eldeſt brother, who, having made 
« the moſt fortunate alliance with a young lady of 
& quality, our whole attention would be entire- 
* ly fixed on him, if it was not that we are 
t equally bound to provide for Mifs Ifleworth 
& ſuch an appearance as is ſuitable to her proſ- 
t pes in marriage, which are infinitely more 
& brilliant than even thoſe of our ſon Ar- 

&« thur! 
« Ag 
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* As to the two little ones, we do not pro- 
vide from them half ſo well as ſor thoſe un- 
« der your care they have only a nurſery- 
„ maid, and are kept at very little expence as: 
*© to cloaths; yet I hear no complaints that 
* any thing wears out, or that they out-grow- 
any thing. Miſs Iſleworth ſometimes hears 
« them their leſſons; but, when ſhe is lifted 
* to a very oonſpicious rank in the peerage that 
„ will be over; nor can my ewn woman attend 
© to them tien as ſhe does now, my buſineſs 
5 being ſufficient to find her employment: for 
4% which reaſons, when I recall Arabella 


© and Matilda, I ſhall ſend you Diana and 


« Stella. 


In the mean time, you will turn what 1 
© convey from my own wardrobe to the beſt 


% poſſible dreſſes for the young ladies. As to 


« ſhoes, ſtockings, and ſuch like plebeian con- 
0 ſiderat ĩons.— I am at a loſs to give direQ- 
«© jon. -I ſuppoſe there are ſhoe-makers and 
« flocking-wavers in every little pretty village, 
«« where, if you cannot fit them, they muſt go 
« without.-People of candition are the laſt. ia 


* the world to know any thing of theſe 'mat-.. 


® ters? 


«Six 
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« Sir Frederick will ſend you a bill as ſoon 
ic as our own affairs are ſettled; but I am 
6 forry to hear your parſon is ſo poor as to 
* require our aſſiſtance. I know the general 
* cry is about the dearneſs of proviſions - for 
«© my part I know no difference. Mutton, at 
** a parſon*s table, is mighty wholeſome food — 
and mutton, I am fure, muſt be remarkably 
«© cheap, for I ſaw many hundred ſheep as [ 
«© went out to air the other morning indeed 
the road was quite full of them. 
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4 Your apprehenſions as to the girls form- 
© ing improper connect ions may be prudent, 
& Fet they are perfectly ridiculous. Upon my 
% word, good woman, you might as well have 
« ſuppoſed Lady Iſleworth would enter into an 
% amour with your huſband, as that Lady Iſte- 
& worth's daughters ſhould bend their exalted 
« rank in ſociety to a level with any thing fo 
46 pitiful as the ſon of a dirty farmer, or the 
« clerk of your. village attorney. I laugh at 
« your folly, but dcfice it may nut be repeat- 
« ed. 

« Tell Ifabefla I am much pleaſed with 
% Fer letter, but have not leiſure to an- 
« ſwer it. When I order them to town, 
« you may depend on my ſending Diana and 

Stela 
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& Stella to fill up the vacancy their abſence. 
& will make in your houſehold, with exactly 
te the ſame ſtipend as we have given you with the 
© other two. Love to the girls !—I take 
« all that you have written concerning them in 
„ good part, notwithſtanding your abſurd con- 
* jures, and remain your friend, 

4 C. ILireworTh,)” 
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It may be neceſſary for the editor to obſerve, 
that of the ſix younger children entailed upon 
the houſe of Iſleworth at the time when Clariſſa 
was taken home, only three ſurvived - Hea- 
ven, in mercy, took the other three to itſelf} 
Diana ſeven, and Stella ſix years old, one might 
have ſaid, were born out of ſeaſon, ſuppoſing any 
time or ſeaſon to have been marked by the fin- 
ger of prudence on the calendar of their impro- 
vident parents; but, as it was, one ſeaſon was 
quite as good as another, 


Lady Ifſeleworth had but juſt fniſhed and 
ſealed her diſpatches to Mrs. Trotter, when 
E.ady Ann ruſhed into her apartment, exclaiming, 
with an air of conſummate le vity, Where do 
yuou.think | have been this morning!“ 


E 4 4 | cannot. 
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I cannot gueſs,” replied her ladyſhip. 


Then, my pretty muma, | muff tell you !— 
Oh, he is the moſt divine man inthe world !?? 


% Do you mean Arthur ?” 


Nothing is farther from my meaning! for, 
though he can hear and ſpeak, he can do nothing 
elſe. —But the idol of my idolatry, though deaf 
and dumb, can look into futurity! and, oh 
dear! he has told me ſuch wonderful things! 


4% | now comprehend you, my dear Have 
you really been to conſult the conjur or, whoſe 
reſidence is ſo far off as the Old Bailey ?” 


« Yes, really and truly!“ 
& And unattended ?”? 
Totally unattended !*? 


Her lady ſhip, on this crofs-examina'ion, made 
a palpable miſtake, having forgut that ſhe had 
been eſcorted thither by Lord Clarence. 


« ] wiſh you ſheuld have entruſted me with thc 


plan of ) bur ſcci et expedition,” ſaid the mo- 
ther 
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her o f Arthur, © that I might have added ano. 
ther to his levee ; there is nothing | delight in 


ſv much as fortune-tellers ! But what did he 


ſay ou mult tell me hat at leaſt P? 


„% Why, he faid | ſhould be twice .a wife, 
without being once. a widow Þ? * 


« Stop ! let me. conſider—that it-is certainly 
not only very probable but very neceſſary ! for, 


as you were married to Arthur by a black- 


ſmith, I have often thought it right that the ce- 


remony ſhould be performed again by a regu- 


lar parſon.“ 
Not for the univerſe the dear little fiery- 


faced Cyclops is parfm enough for my occa-. 


fions. If my next huſband has more intereſt or 


more money than my firft,” I will try to promote 
this ſmutty-fingered agent of the c hurch from. 


his forge and his hammer, to the principal re- 
ſidence of the great-high prieſt at Lambeth l 


However happy, my ſon cannot but fee 
himſelt for your gratefu/ effuſions towards the 
perſon who united him to your ladyſhip, he 
muſt tranſlate the prediction of your dumb 


or acle as / do, or he will have no reaſon to be 
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fatisfied—otherwiſe, how, in the name of won- 


der, can you be twice married, and not once 2 
widow l 


* Suck things are ! replied Lady Ann, laugh- 
ing; “and whether Arthur is ſatisfied or diſſa- 
tihed, I believe in the man with al my heart, 
and the thing is certain!” 


— — — 


CHAP. XII. 


FAMILIAR LECTURES ON THE FALLACY 
"OF APPEARANCES. 


- — i 
D you aſk information concerning your 
father ?** continued Lady Ifleworth, in that 


queſtion forgetting the terrible prognoſtic of 


her ſon's diſgrace. 
% To be ſure I did, my pretty mama l“ 


« Well, my dear, and what did he tell 
you??? 
% Ez &tly 
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© ExaQly what | knew before—that he was 
as ſtubborn as a mule—as à varacious as a miſer 
—as miſchievous as a monkey—and as imper.2- 
trable as acamant !”? 


„ What, no hopes of a reconciliation P' 
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% Not a glimmering of hope !—his lordſhip 1 
is to have a male heir, and I am to be cut off . 5 
from the inheritance !“ i 3 


4 What an unfortunate circumſtance!“ 


« Well,. now, I declare it gives me no 
manner of uneaſineſs !—ut is juſt in uniſon 
with my expectations!“ 


« Oh, how | envy your never failing ſpi- 
rits Indeed you have little reaſon to be caſt 
down. But, my dear Lady Ann, though rich- 
es are no obje& to the family you honour with 
your alliance,. yet it would certainly pleaſe 
Sir Frederick to have ſeen you on good terms 
with Lord Benvour.“ | 


That would be ſomet hing extremely novel, 
replied her ladyſhip ; * for, during his long life 
and my ſhort one, we never have been ou good 
terms, When I was a child, ho concerned 
himſelf 
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himfelf as little about me, as, fince the com- 
mencement of womanhood, I have troubled 
myſelf, to conſult his fancies.” 


«& Well, I.do wiſh,” repeated Lady [fles 
worth, after a pauſe, © you had told me where 
you was going this morning —I have a hun- 
dred queſtions to aſk about Clariſſa, and I muſt 
fee your deaf and dumb friend, that is poſi- 
tive lo 


« Abcut Clariſſa l'“ retorted Lady Ann, 
* tell me what is it you want to know about 
Clariſſa, and I wil! conduct you to him, either 
now, this evening, or to-morrow : diſguiſed 
like ſervants, we may roll away in a hackney- 
coach—conſult the old gentleman—return with- 
out being miſſed—and no body the wiſer, . 
but, obſerve, I muſt know the ſecret before 
hand.” 


Lady Ifleworth happened to be in poſſeſſion 
of a ſecret which, fince the laſt night, when 
ſhe privately ſpoke a few wonds to Lord Cla- 
rence at her ball, had been nibbling its paſſage 
from her heart to her lips, and from thence 
would have repoſed on the ear of Lady Ann, 
I, at the ſame moment, the entrance of a 

ſage 
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ſage perſon, denominated the houſe ſte ward, 
had not impeded: its progreſs. 


* What are we to do, my Lady?“ faid this. 
important purveyor of diſmantled affluence ; 
here is another execution fent in, for re- 
pairs done at Shuttlecock Abbey - the fel- 
lows have ſeized on every thing below, and 
would hardly give me time to acquaint your 
Ladyſhip that they are coming to your Lady- 
wip's dreſſing- room, to lay hands on your Lady- 
ſhip's jewels.” 


& Let them come!“ ſaid her ladyſhip, with 
an indefinable ſmile of defiance—®* You and 
I, my dear, will retire to another apartment,” 
ſpeaking to Lady Ann; © it is a frightful thing 
that ſuch wretches are permitted to diſturb our 
tranquillity 


Were it cuſtomary to depicture the imps 
of ſatan under the form of youth and beauty, 
the malicious grin with which Lady Ann fol- 
lowed the ſtately ſteps of her mother-in-law 
to a diſtant chamber, might have entitled her 
to the honour of a fitting; and no ſooner 
were they alone than the ſportive miſchief 
found a vent more unequivocal, and ſhe ſaid, 
ſtretching her fine figure at full length on the 
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ſofa, which, by a few ſteps, ſhe reached before 
Lady Ik worth 


„My pretty mama, pray ſolve me this rid- 
dle - How can there be ſuch abundance of rich- 
es where there are ſuch an abundance of execs 
cutions ? ne yeſterday, aue to-day, and to- 
morrow perhaps they may come in couples !” 


I. ady Iſleworth looked a ſiuſe grave, drzw 
up her head, and declared ſhe did not quite 
comprehend her ladyſhip's meaning, 


Why, my dear Madam,“ continued Lady 
Ann, with ill- natured archneſs, did you not 
tell me, a few minutes ago, that riches were no 
object to Sir Frederick? and yet, by what has 
appeared, he ſeems ſometimes to be incom - 
moded by a want of them!” 


& Appearances and ſeemings are never to be 
truſted,” ſaid her lady ſhip : “ your error is na- 
tural enough—it is alſo pardonable—as being 
the firſt inftance you have given me of inexperi- 
ence, which a greater knowledge of the world, 
when I have eſtabliſhed you in a houſe of your 
own, mult wear away off itſelf ;—you will zien 
underſtand that people of rank are the originals 
of perfect economy. It is not our r ſyſtem, Lady 

Anr, 


2g 
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Ann, to diſplay our riches before the eyes of 7 
dependent wretches; we only force the canail's We / 
to exact payment, becauſe we wiſh they 9 
ſhould think us poor, and becauſe we wiſh to Tn 
be talked of like or people of rank, whoſe 1 
greateſt conſequence, undoubtedly, proceeds 8 
from the ſtyle of affluence they are able to 


fupport. If it 'were not for our debts, pray,. 33 
can you inform me how it would be poſſible to. 8 
decide for the palm. of victory where there are 4 1 
fo many ſplendid competitors ?” wm 


% Oh dear I -yes ;—if I were umpire I. . os 
would give it ta. the greate/t 3 upon f 
proof — 


2 
lee ot ES ;>\; 


Well, my dear, and there is no other 
way of aſcertaining ſuch evidence: on proof, 
except by the number and magnitude of the- 
debts we contract.—One thouſand pounds un 
our tradeſmen's books, as you will find here- 
afrer, goes farther in building a reputation for 
expence, than ten: thouſand diſburſed by the 
vulgar rule of laying them down on every pal- 
try occaſion, What one owes, remains to ſhew 

| how one has lived—what is ſpent, nobody re- 
members l. 
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© Then, my pretty mama,” cried the gay 
pupil of this modern philoſophy, laughing with- 
out reſtraint; ** if I xm to meaſure the intrin- 
lic value of the family to which I am admitted 
an honora y member, by the number of. their 
hook-debts, I am ſure Arthur's paha mult be 
even richer than my ewn / and if Sir Frede- 
rick would hut take the trouble of explaining 
this delightful myſtery, it may not be 729 late to 
open his lordſhip's eyes to the prudence of my 
haity alliance with the ſpleadid houſe of Iſle- 
worth. Suppoſe you make him try the expe- 
riment? If he will nt do this, how is Lord 
Benvour to be undeceived.? —when | myſelf, 
vut ſor your Lady ſhip's communications, ſhould 
ever have continued in the error of believing, 
that great d-bts and great poverty ale inſepera- 
ble companions.” 


© Nobody,” thundered out Sir Frederick as 
fans ceremony he broke in upon the intereſting 
tte-d-tite, ** nobody, Madam, in this houſe, 
ſhall preſume to talk of my debts and my po- 
verty l- d- u if they ſhall!” 


ing with an arr of profound ridicule, retired 
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Lady Iſle worth began to upbraid the incivi- 
lity of his addreſs on all occaſions, as well as 

on the preſent, to the moſt charming of women; 
but her reproaches were — by this 
ſhort queſtion —. 


Have you any money?“ 


. money l how could ſuch an idea en- 
ter your head, Sir Frederick?“ 


% Becauſe [aft night I ſaw you punting, with: 
half a peck of gold before you l“ 


% Well, Sir, had it been a peck, or a buſſi- 
el, it would have gone exactly the fame way.— 
I am no more anſwerable for the caprices of 
fortune than for the cruelty of our eonduct to 
the daughter of Lord Benvour, who, but for my: 
indulgenee, would find a mighty comfortable 
home under your roof l“ 


Stamping his feet on the floor, he vehe- 
mently ſwore, that if ſhe perſiſted in 
naming that eternal jilt, he would 


„ What would you do ?” ſhe replied. — 
Arthur is married, and the wife of Arthur 
you ſhould learn to reſpe&.“ 


6 No, 
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* No, by G—! will never reſpe& her” he 
cried ; „ ſhe has ruined Arthur I- ſhe did not 
bring him a ſhilling !—but, under your tutorage, 
would ſquander millions IA dog ! he deſerves 
his /ate /—But poor Clariſſa! it is dd hard her 
proſpects ſhould be blaſted by the coquetry of 
ber flirting ladyſhip! 


„Re ally 1 do not underftand you, Sir Fre- 
derick !” 


* Curſed ſtupidity! You pretend not to 
know, that to the arts of your brimſtone daugh- 


ter-in-law we owe the deſertion of Lord Cla- 
rence !* 


* From any ſuch monſtrons imp utations F 
acquit Lady Ann,” ſaid the wife of his boſom ; 
% ſbe is perfectly innocent of what you call Lord 
Clarence's deſertion,, but which J,“ raiſing her 
voice to an extraordinary pitch,” * denomi- 
nate the molt diſintereſted friendſhip !”” 


J hate ſuch ſtuff uch canting! - ſuch 
d- d nonſenſe]! Tell me, if you can, whether 
friendſhip or koncur made him renounce our alli- 
ance ſo publicly laſt night? I am inclined to 
blow his brains out, tor exhibiting me as the butt 

of 
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of ridicule to a ſet of ſtarving, twittering, danc- 
ing de uils!“ 


« Moderate your tranſports, Sir Frederick, 
or poſſitively I am ſilent.“ This threat being 
uttered with ſuch a ſimper ing joy- illumined 
countenance, gained ſome portion of his at ten- 
tion, and he emphatically demanded, ** whe- 
ther ſbe had any private reaſons by which ſhe 
could exculpate Clariffh's lover from the charge 
of unfaithfulneſs? We all know, faid he- 
« that you ſpoke apart to h im, and perhaps he 
explained himſelf ta. your ſatisfaQtion l. 


« [nfinitely to my ſatisfact ion !”? 


Then, by G, he muſt fulfil his engage= 
ments !”” | 


He means to do us, Sir Frederick, a much 
greater honour than to fulfil them in his own. 
perſon! Lord Clarence's motive for not mar- 
rying your daughter, doating on her, as he does, 
to diſtraction, is noble, diſintereſted, and pa- 
thetic l 


C HAP. 
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CH A p. XIII. 


ROW HE CAME THERE. 


Prior to the baronet% intruſion on his wife's. 
privacy, and to the total. demolition ef a very 
edifying converſation, he was informed 
by his domeſtics, that the troubleſome viſitors 
who, the preceding day, had been expelled the 
houſe, were returned on a ſimilar errand ; but 
this intelligence no farther diſcompoſed the har- 
mony to which his diſpoſition was attuned by 
half an hour's lounge in ———ftreet, whilſt 
Captain Snug was dreaming of preferment, than 
merely to make him curſe all briekmakers, ma- 
for.s, painters, and carpenters, but moſt of ali 
the crazy old abbey, on which, fifteen years ago, 
he contracted a debt of fifteen hundred pounds 
and to thoſe raſcally artificers he had given his 
bond, who, after aſking fifteen hundred 
times ſor their money, audaciouſly and hoſtile- 
ly. entered. the town premiſes,. having heard «+ 

t he 
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the good ſucceſs attending the firſt execui- 2 
tion. 'Y "2 


Sir Frederick ex amined the contents of his 
pocket-book, where he found enough to ſend 
away the executioners, except thirty pounds; 
and without knowing how it was poſſible his 
wife ſhould have fuch a ſum in her poſſeſſion, 
he determined at all events to make the demand ; 
but, ſtopping at the door of her apartment, where 


” his ear caught the words.debt and poverty, as pro- 

y nounced by Lady Ann, his placidity gave way to M3, 
d paſſion of the moſt outrageous deſcription, and 94 Wt 
_ drove her ladyſhip from the field, vowing to re- = 

= venge herſelf on the whole race of Kleworths. 

a How to get rid of the unbidden gueſt w . 


y had ſuperceded him in the maſterſhip of his own 
* goods and chattels, or rather, how to raiſe the 
2 deficient thirty pounds, mingled with the curi- 
ofity of Sir Frederick ſuch a portionof bewil- 


i dering cogitations (for thought it certainly was ö | 
wy not), that inſtead of liſtening to his lady's pane- . 
gyrie on Lord Clarence, he bad her firſt pro- 3 
1 duce her purſe, where, finding only ten 1 2 2 
4 guineas, the having, by flight of hand, dexteri- 1 
I rouſly releaſed ten times ten in managing the 


F fliders, as ſhe reluctantly drew it from her n0ck- 
et, he fai ther required that ſhe ſhould burrow, 
| from 
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f;om among her ſervants, the other nineteen 
pounds ten ſhillings, and without ſwearing one 
oath, declared upon his honour, he would put 
a thouſand pounds into her hands the follew- 
ing day, 


There happened to be fo much good logic m 
this laſt argument, that, without contending, 
ſhe flew to execute his commands; but, be- 
ing aware, that where nothing is paid nothing 
can be ſaved, without referring to her domeſtics, 
ſhe returned in ten minutes, and- delivered the 
exaQt ſum into the open palm of Sir Frederick, 
who ſaid, as it cloſed upon the prize— 


* This is the effect of your extravagance, 
Madam! However I may want money, your 
ſervants have enough of it !==Their wages are 
too great! reduce them one half—and PII be 
d—d, even then, if they are not able, at the 


end of the year, to count guineas with their maſ- 
ter !“ 


*«©Go!” faid her ladyſhip, as he left the room, 
to get rid of the leeches which peſtered him 
Go, and let me hear no more of theſe deſ- 
picable wretches !“ | 


/ Whether, 


ce, 
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Whether, by deſpicable wretches ſhe meant 
her duns or her domeſtics, has never been rightly 


underſtood ; but, having, diſpa:ched the for- 


mer, Sir Frederick came back in haſte, to en- 
quires upon what grounds ſhe formed an opin- 


on ſo favourable to the intentions of Lord 


Clarence. 


* Ifhe is not to marry Clariſſa,” he, for 
which of his good qualities is it that you juſt 
now called him ncble and difinterefled ?”* ? 


« Becauſe,” replied her ladyſhip, © hr 
willing to ſacrifice his own tender feelings to 
the excruſive agonies of a leſs fortunate friend. 


What? the fellow would make love by ap- 
pointing a ſubſtitute, I ſuppoſe!” 


* And if the ſubſtitute happened to be of a 
ſuperior rank, ſuperior fortune, ſuperior every 
thing, where could poſſibly be your objeQion ? 
— For inſtance, you very naturally defire to ſee 
your daughter a counteſs, and would it not be 
ſill better if you could ſee her a dutcheſs ? 


* Oh, 


— —— — — — 


* 
a 
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965 FASHIONABLE INVOLVEMENTS. 
« Are you mad?” exclaimed the baronet. 


* Oh, how pathetic is the duke's ſituation !” 
the continucd, without endeavouring to elcat 
herſelf from the charge of inſanity, 


He never told his ſove, 


„Fut let concealment, like a worm d' the bud, 
„% Feed. 


« On the devil !” roa red out Sir Frederick. 
—“ Tell me, without all this dd palavering, 
what Clarence has been ſaying to you? - what 
Juke has turned your brain —and what” —— 


% Your paſhons ſo tumultuous,” interrupt- 
ed Lady Iſle worth, in her turn, as—witneſs— 
your conduct to that ſweet dear creature Lady 
Ann, whom you ſo falſely accuſe of having 
ruined Arthur, and deſtroyed the proſpects of 
Clariſſa— that unleſs you promiſe an additional 
' thouſand to-morrow for Aer accommodation, 
and to fix her u/timate eſtabliſhment, you ſhall 
hear no more of his Grace. or of his Grace's 
intentions.” 


&* Prove the fac: lf it be worth a thouſand 
pounds our odds are even—-you ſhall have #wo 
thouſand, or you ſhall have nothing l“ 


« You 
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„ You are a perfect Jew in your dealings,“ 
ſaid ſhez ** but I take your bett—and now liſ- 


ten — 


„% When Lerd Clarence drew me aſide from 
the company, he declared, in t he moſt delicate, 
but diſtreſſing confuſion, that to preſerve the 
life of his friend, the Duke of Bilberry, and 
with a view to Miſs Ifleworth's greater ad- 
varcement he muſt forego his own happineſs l 
„His Grace,” he ſaid, hearing the report 
of his approaching marriage with Clariſſa, had 
honoured him with a viſit that very evening, 
which detained him until ſo late an hour from 
my party, torn,” as he ſadly faid, © between 
the agitating extremes of being miſerable him- 
ſelf, or occaſioning the death of another, the 
aer duke having ſworn to become his own ex- 
ecutioner, if —— | 


This would be a d-d lucky ſtroke in- 
deed!” cried the baronet, interrupting his la- 
dy, between whom there ſeemed to have 
been divided, in exact proportion, from their 
firſt ſetting out in life, all the riches of credu- 
ity with which their patron Folly could endow 
them, from her ſtore-houſe of day-dreams.— 
The devil fetch me,” continued Sir Frege- 
rick, if I did not always think his Grace had a 


F particular 


98 FASHIONABLE INVOLVEMEN IS. 


particular look towards my houſe whenever he 


paſſed it in his}fandam /—ſo now the, murder is 
out $99 


«© Remember,” ſaid the fair partner of his 
exultation, ** whom you are to thank for this 
good fortune: if 1 had not laſt ſummer, taken 
Clariſſa to ſee Bilberry-caftle, and to throw her 
in the way ofthe duke when I knew he was at 
home, this thing never could have happened.”? 


Sir Frederick, burſting into a loud laugh, 
reminded her ladyſhip, that, though at. _ 
the duke did not ſhew himſclt. 


% But he permitted us to walk over the 
houſe,” ſhe replied, “and actually fell in love 
with Clariſſa, by following her foot-ſteps un- 
obſẽrved.“ 


Who told you ſo :* 
Lord Clarence has declar edit. 


4 Clarence has ſhewn himſelf an honeſt fel- 
low !-—-What he ſays may be true, otherwiſe 1 
ſhould have thought my weight in parliament io 
have been the more oſtenſible foundation of 
this ſudden love affair. When does he mean to 

make 
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make his own propoſals? To-morrow, by 
G—! | muſt viſit my borough, and ſhould be 
glad we underſtood each other, that I may 
know late from buzzurd before I meet my 
conſtituents :*? 


Lady Ann, at this critical moment, ſofffy 
opening the door, juſt ſhewed her ſmiling 
face within it, and for once, as ſhe expected, 
was not encountered by a frown from the 
brow of Arthur's papa, who, in his preſent 
ecſtacy, might not even have diſcovered her 
attempt at an entr# ſo mal-apropos, if her pret- 
tz mamma had not exclamed— 


& Leave us, for a moment, my dear crea- 
ture l the inſtant I have — with Sir . 
rick I will come to you.“ 


Lady Ann's intruſion having no other end 
for its motive than to ſee, at one glance, how 


o fabilitics 1”? 


her plans were advancing, retired, in full poſ- py 

ſeſſion of the ultimatum of her impatient wiſhes. 5 

el- % Fools!” ſaid ſhe in a whiſper, * how de- A 
1 lightfuily I have ſeat _ huating after impoſ- 12 
8 

"Fs 


x 
2 


4 


435 


« When,” repeated Sir Frederick, “ will 
the duke ſpeak ſpeak out? 
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& Not till you are gazetted, my dear |” 


«© Upon my ſoul, then,“ he replied, ** the 
time is not ſar off for, -i me! if between 
yourſelf, your ſon, and your daughter-in- 
law, I do not every day expect to ſee my name 
there in the liſt of bankrupts !” 


Full of ridiculous grimace, between levity 
and diſpleaſure, ſhe congratulated him on the 
glory of his proſpe@s, by the title of his Lord- 
ſhip.—“ In politeneſs to the ladies of your fa- 
mily,“ ſaid ſne, yuu are already a bankrupt, 
which will very il] accord with your growing 
nobility -I know of no other poverty but what 
ariſcs out of your own ideas.—The Duke of 
Bilberry is. all goodneſs I— he will firſt get you 
created, and, on the ſame day, demand the 
hand of your fortunate daughter.” She was 
interrupted by the credulous baronet, ſwearing, 
if ſuch were his grace's intentions, he had better 
marry firſt, and he would wait for the peerage. 
—* You will certainly go in with the next 
batch, my dear ;—but the duke is proudly de- 
termined to ſecure your gratitude, before he 
ſolicits your alliance. Lord Clarence felt that 
his own conduct required explanation, therefore 
truſted me with this grand ſecret. —The duke 
muſt never he told that his friend betrays his 
| h confi- 


1e 


te 
is 
1 
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confidence! Mean time, you have orly to 


fix after which of you eſtates you will be na- 
med in the patent, and Clarence ſays he will 


propoſe it,. as from himſelf, to the duke, who, 
when they are alone, can be brought to ſpeak 
on no other ſubject than the beautiful Clariſſa 
and her elegant family.“ 


Monſtrous colleQion of abſurdities - Love 
ſo little ſelfiſh as fat relinquiſhed by Lord 
Clarence in favour of a rival - Love fo vio- 
lent, yet ſo vapidly patient as the Duke of 
Bilberry's !--honours ſo unſought !— caution ſo 
unneceſſary - What an heterogeneous mixture 
of incongruous ingredients ſor fools to feed og! 
Sir Frederick, as complete a dupe as his la- 
dy, found no difficulty in chuſing his title, 
and her ladyſhip. declared Baron Shuttlecock 
would ſound vaſtly novel! Shuttlecock Ab- 
bey was the entailment on their fon Arthur, 
which,, from its newly repaired. condition, 


ſcemed likely to give a permanent ſupport ta 


many future barons, and was indeed the only 
one from whence Sir Fredctick could properly 
derive his honours, a!) other of the. Iſle worth 
tſtates being either. gone or going. 


5 CHAP, 


a * 5 * 
2 — . — . 
— „ 1 9 * 


102 FASHIONABLE INVOLVEMENTS, 


CHAP. XIV. 


SPEAKETH FOR ITSELF, 


Whareves Nature does for her chil- 


dren ſhe works with the judgment of an ar- 
tiſt ; ſhe gives them the brilliant gem of beau- 
ty in the moſt ſimple ſettings—cndows them 
with mental graces, ſhrouded in the veil of hu- 
mility; and Clariſſa Ifl:worth ſhe had deliglited 
to form after her moſt equiſite model of pe: ſon 
aud mind, perhaps to compenſate for the caprice 
with which ſhe deitined her to make her de- 
et under the care of parents who had no 
for themſclves. Many of her choiceſt 
gets, cultured by the early indetatigable la- 
bour of ftrangers, were ſt ill retained—others ſhe 
17 forfeited! And who will expect a daugh- 
wr of Lady Wlewerth, after ſo many years 
pied in her diſſipated circles, to be a/l per- 
feet? What ſhe had retained uncontaminated 
by cxampie, was a modeſt demeanour—ſimpli- 
city of taite--humility of heart — ſwee:tnefs of 
dif outition—gencral philanthropy—and the muſt 
5 U. % aletiva, wherever na. ure, gratimde, or 

ner 
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her own fancy directed. What then could ſhe 
have forfeited ?—The bloom of health—the 
ſparkling vivacity of conſtitutional ſpirits the 
compoſure of a contented mind—the ſelf-appro- 
bation which neſtles in the boſom of unblemiſh- 
ed rectitude the art of reſſection—and the 
practice, though not the ſubſtance of piety. 


Agitated almoſt to frenzy for the fate of her 
imprudent parents, when ſhe caſt them and 
herſelf on the mercy of her carly protector, 
Clariſſa could ſee nothing but felicity, or be 
ſenſible to any emotion but tranſport, at the 
unhoped for ſucceſs of her application. The 
firſt day of her emancipation from the toils of 
of pleaſurable purſuits, which ſhe had exchanged 
for the more rational enjoyment of domeſtic 
comforts, appeared, through the medium of vi- 
vifying gratitude, by far the moſt happy of her 
exiſtence, and for more than a week ſhe conti- 
nued in the ſame opinion. 


Amongſt the chief bleſſings of her preſcnt ſi · 
tuation, ſhe did not fail to number her long de - 
fired releaſe from the loathed addreſſes of her 
noble admirer, particularly hateful on the ſcore 
of a prior attachment, 


To 
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To the man, of all others, where conceal- 
ment on her part became criminal, ſhe would 
have confeſſed the unſanctioned engagements 
which love unchecked, paſſions uncontrouled, had 
blindly hurried her to contract, but was deter- 
red from purſuing the exact line of truth by the 
apprehenſive, rather than angry countenance of 
her friend; when firſt ſhe named Percival Bate- 
man to Mr. Curry, her candor failed, and ſhe 
ſtruck into the path of duplicity z acknow- 
ledged a preference, but concealed that her lo- 
ver had, unknown to his father, taken a voyage 
from Hamburgh, to indulge himſelf with one 
iaterview, to receive her vows, and pledge his 
own of everlaſting conſtancy. 


Prior to the moment when, it might be re- 
membc.red, Clariſſa ran in ſuch haſte to fetch 
the ſmelling bottle which was not wanted, nor 
even thought of after her eſcape from obſerva- 
tion, ſhe had fully determined, if poſſible, to 
procure Mr. Curry's aſſent to allow one inter- 
view, contrary to the pi ohibition of her mother. 


Herletter on this occaſion, has already ap- 
peared in the erghteenth chapter, and will af- 
ford, by its contents, ſtrong preſumptive proof, 


| that had he then been indulgent 10 her wiſhes, 


ail reſerve would have vaniſhed—he would have 
poil fled 
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pull. ſſed the ſecret; but he would have poſſeſ- 
ſod it too late! —the fatal engagement was al- 
ready made ! — Chariſſa did not defire it ſhould 
he ever diſannulled! But, feeling that ſhe had 
done amiſs, ſhe ſighed for abſolution from her 
father by adoption, being in deſpair of obtain- 
ing it from her natural parents; poor as they 
were, ſhe knew their pride would never have 
ſubmitted, even if old Bateman, inſtead of op-- 
poſing, had ſolicited their alliance; but, to 
combat both. with pride and avarice in the 
extreme, our young people thought a too ar- 
duaus undertaking ;z for which reaſon, in bind- 
themſclves to a ſuture union, they conſulted 
only their own inclinations. 


Here-then evaporated the only two opportu- 
r.tties which had ſeemed to preſent themſelves 
for the developement of that myſterious ſecret, 
ſo wearing to the conſcience of Clariſſa. In the 
firlt attempt it was not her fault, but owing to 
the ſtern honour of him to whom ſhe-would 
have confided it, that her intentions were de- 
feated ;—yet what ſhall be faid of the ſecond Þ 
only, that having forſaken the right road of can- 
dor, ſhe could no more return to it, falfe ſhame 
having cloſed up all its avenucs. 


p F 5 Superfluous | 


. 
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Superfluous would be the voice of an an- 
gel, who ſhould call upon the young, the gay. 
the inexperienced, to turn back from the er- 
rors of difingenuouſieſs ; what then would 
avail wiſe lectures from the pen of a time- 
worn mortal, The example of good mothers 
may, if human means can do it, effect a re- 
form; but againft the example of bad ones, 
to bring an hoſt of arguments in'o the field, 
would be waging war without the hope of a 


victory. 


Novelty of ſituation— the vivacity of ex- 
pectation, yet unknowing what to expect, on 
the daily return of her benefactor from the 
grand mart of intelligence the entertaining 
converſation of Mrs. St. Edmonds —and, above 
all, the leiſure which retirement afforded for 
tender meditation, during the firſt week cf her 
ſecluſion, left no faculty in the mind of Cla- 
riſſa by which ſatiety could enter. 


„ Oh, how charming!“ would ſhe exclaim, 
preſſing the hand of Mrs. St. Edmonds, how 
enchanting, is the ſolitude of this earthly pa- 
radiſe !—May I always live in the prefence 
of thoſe guardian angels who conducted me 
bither ! 

” 


Did 
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Did Clariſſa ſpeak as ihe thought? 
Certainly ſhe ſpoke as ſhe then thought, 
But that female who can anſwer for what 
her thoughts may be, is only the creature 
of imagination, a rara-avir, which exiſts 10 
where but in the brain of lovers and poets. 


Having left town on the Moniay, Sunday 
kept at a decent diſtance but it arrived at 
aſt; and Clariſſa attended her affectionate 
protectors to the pariſh church, where, with 
the purity of angels, ſhe might, and wiſhed to 
have lifted up her foul to the preſiding Deity ; 
but being unverſed in any other form than 
tl oſe of a royal drawing- room, ſhe found he- 


ſelf ſtrangely puzzled for ſunable anſwers in 
the court of her God. 


Turning to Mrs. St. Edmonds, after confu- 
ſedly ſearching for the proper pfalms from the 
firſt to the laſt page in the prayer-book, put 
into her hand by that good lady, required her 
aſſiſtance, with a bluſh of ſhame ſo conſcious, 
yet ſo beautiful, as muſt have convinced a leſs 
prejudiced obſerver, that in her ignorance 
there was no mixture of impiety, and that 


her mind was devont, although her manners 
were uninformed. 


Cry 
Ps: 
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CHAP. XV. 


& AND TEACH THE YOUNG IDEA HOW To 
SHOOT.” 


& 5 HE motto of our chapter became really 
the taſk of Mrs. St. Edmonds; for though her 
pupil had attained almoſt the ſtage of woman- 
hood, ſhe knew as little of domeſtic economy as 
of devotional practice, and as little of either as 
the new born infant knows of philoſophy. 


Both Mr. Curry and his fiſter poſſeſſed the 
happy art of conveying inſtruction, without 
making the object of their tuition too feel- 
ingly alive to her own deficiencies. Another 
Sunday paſſed, and brought no difficulties to 
Clariſſa.— She returned from church ſelf-ſatis- 
fed, and able to meet the eyes of her paternal 
friends, emitting rays of approbation, uncruſhed 
by the mortifying recolleAion that her conduct 
had been particularly marked by folly or igno- 


Stall 
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$iill Clariſſa was the daughter of her mother, 
and, as ſuch, in part the flave of her habits. 
Sundays had ever been deemed by Lady Ifle- 
worth, as well as her fathionable aſſociates, as, 
fit for no other earthly purpoſe than to hold. 
concerts and play at faro.. 


It muſt not therefore be thought unnatural,. 
or even reprehenſible, the force of example 
being rightly conſidered, that Clariſſa ſhould 
fec | the firſt and ſecond Sabbath ſhe had ever 
aſſiſted to keep holy ſince her girliſh days, rather 
long and tedious, eſpecially the hours of viſiting, 
drives to Hyde park and evening company. —She 
looked in vain from the windows for coronet 
coaches - ſhe could only ſee from thence ſober 
eitizens, breathing the wholeſome air in taxed- 
carts ; ſhe liſtened for the ſootman's thundering 
rap, but could hear only the village bell, which 
ſummoned her to the repetition of her morning 
duties, never omittted by the family with 
whom ſhe now reſided, and in due time they. 
all became extremely dear to Clariſſa. 


Notwithſtanding the ſweet complying diſ- 
poſition of their beloved young gueſt, the pe- 
netration of Mrs. St. Edmonds ſoon diſcover- 
ed, that the ſmiling veil of chearfulneſs worn 
by Clariſſa, was leſs the manufaQory of the 

heart 
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heart than the labour of diſguiſe. She made 
this obſervation to her brother, who heartily 
joined with her in deviſing variety ef fcenes, 
to make her ahandonment of thoſe vitiating ones 
to which ſhe had ſo long been accult.med, leſs 
ſudden, and uf courſe more ſupportable. 


© When the ſpring is a little advanced,” 
faid the merchant, ©* we will take her to Bath; 
and aſterwards, if ſhe prefers a faihionable wa- 
tering place to this ſolitude, ſhz ſhail be in- 
dulged.“ ; 


& Ah!” replied Mrs. St. Edmonds, “ will 
not ſo much of it be reſcuing the poor child 


from one danger, aud plunging her into ano- 
cher?“ 


„% No, Elizabeth l' he anſwered, no damage 
can enſue, either to her mind or reputation, 
under your re ſpe table patronage ! It is not the 
enjoyment of innocent pleaſures that con- 
taminates, it is a miſuſe of them, by which 
they are rendered pernicious. It is perilous, 
it is almoſt certain deſtruQtion, for the younger 
part of your fex to ſuck diſſipation from the 
ſame fountain with Lady Iſle worth; but, to ſip 
u on the flowery margin of the ſtreamlet, 

| under 
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under the guiclance of a prudent friend, truly 
maternal, to ſuch an arrangement there can be 
no poſſible objeQtion.” 


Mrs. St. Edmonds was not one of thoſe in- 
dependent females from whoſe judgment there 
is no appeal, but, like her nameſake, the great 
Flizabeth of England, her ſterling wiſdom 
ſhone the brighter for having ſubmitted it to 
the direction of others, whom, daily experience 
told her, were ſtill wiſer than herfelf—df courſe 
the merchant had every thing, his own way.. 


Accordingly, it was alſo agreed, that their 
be autiful charge ſhould remain ignorant of the 
excurtions they had planned for her fake, till the 
return of dir Frederick from the country; be- 
cauſe, though Mr. Curry had purchaſed the 
rights of a nominal, he was too delicate to inter- 
fere with the authority of a natural parent, as 
ſong as no ſacrifice ſhould be required inimical 
to the happineſs or honour of his adopted ward ; 
he therefore enforced filence, that ihe might 
eſcape the mortification of diſappointment, if Sir 
Frederick ſhould happen to oppoſe his inten- 
tions. 


Shortly ſubſequent to the above converſation, 
or rather abridgement of theii very intereſting 
conſultations, 
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conſultations, Mrs. St. Edmonds being confined 
to the houſe, by ſymp:oms of a ve:y painful 
diſor ler, to which ſhe was unfortunately ſub- 
je, deſired Clariſſa would uſe her carriage, 
to explore ſome pleaſant drives to which ſhe 
had not yet conduQed her in perſon ; but, 
had all the pleaſur.s of the world been juſt 
then offered to the grateful giil, ſha would 
have renounced them without heſitation, for 

the ſatisfaQion of adminiſtering to the eaſe v1 
_ amuſement of her kind bencfactreſs. 


„% Ah, Madam!” reflicd Clarifſz, “if you 
ſend ne from you, when ray attentions may 


be ſerviceable, I (hail think you do not love me, 


or that you are incommoded by my efficiout- 


nels !”? 

„% Neither, my dear girl!” ſaid Mrs. St. Ed- 
monds, ** you are near my heart, and I would 
always have you near my perſon, if | could gra- 
tify my wiſhes at any lefs expence than the 
riſk of your own health,” 


Then,“ cried Clariſſa, *you will not com- 
mand me to leave you, for to your ſociety l 


owe the reſtoration of my health, and it is 


only being baniſhed. from you that can im- 
pair it. 
| Here 
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Here dropped the conteſt: and never did 
Miſs Iſleworth exert her powers of pleaſing 
with more ardour, or to better effect, than for 
the amuſement of her maternal friend during 
eight days that her confinement laſted. 


More than ever endeared both to the mer- 
chant and his ſiſter, no ſooner was the latter 
recovered than they turned their whole atten- 
tion to the inveſtigation of the ſecret ſadneſs 
which, with all her efforts, Clariſſa could not en- 
tirely diſguiſe from the lynx-eye of their aſſec- 
tionate ſolicitude.— They only waited to re- 
ceive the clue fron herſelf to remove her un- 
eaſineſs, if that were poſſible, nor waited long; 
for the opportuuity they anxiouſly courted.. 


Having breakfaſted together, previous to Mr.. 
Curry's daily peregrinations from Enfield to- 
London, from London to Enfield, Clariſſa. 
obſerved, that ſhe could not account for her 
mother's filence—** I have not had one line 
from her, ſaid ſhe, ©* though I have been ab- 
fent more than three weeks wonder what 
they are about, that they thus ſcem 'o have alt 
forgotten me? | 


The hint was ſeized on with avidity. - Her 


guardian offered to take her with him to towr.— 
Mrs. 
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Mrs. St. Edmonds ſaid ſhe wruld accompany 
them - and Clariſſa acceped is new proof of 
their goodneſs with a hort f rapture, which it 
was impoſſible to miitike for any other ſenti- 
ment but the real one filial affe ction towards a 
parent, who very little deſerved to inſpire it. 


&© You ſhall make a ſhort viſit,” ſaid the 
merchant, “ to Lady Iſſeworth - my ſiſter will 
wait for you at my counting-houſe, where [ 
can treat you with a ſandwich, which will ena- 
ble us to return home to a late dinner“ 


Clariſſa's heart danced, and her eyes ſpark- 
led —ſhe kiſſed the hands of the indulgent pair, 
who had. thus conſiderately catered for her fa- 
tisfaction. The chaiſe which was to have 
conveyed it maſter to town, was exchanged for 
Mrs. St Edmonds's coach, in which they ſet 
out, in ſuch harmony of ſpirits, as are more 
fi equently experienced by thoſe who have ſome- 
thing to think of and ſomething to do, than by 
the unreficing, the idle, or the diſſipated. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVI. 


THE ALARM, 


H ITHERTO, I believe, it has never been 
allowed, that the ſervant of a citizen can ever 
arrive at the all- perfect knock at a great man's 
door, for-which thedomeſtics of great men at the 
weſt end of the town have keen diſtinguiſhed: 
time immemorial. 


Whoever h as fallen into this error would. 
have retracted, could they have heard the thun- 
dering which announced Miſs Iſleworth at the 
dcor of her mother, ſounding in her ears fo 
much like the annunciation of a duke or a 
dutcheſs, that it threw her into a terrible ſtate 
of confuſion, arifing from the ſituation in which 
ſhe happened juſt then to be placed, and would 
certainly have pulled the bell to ſay ſhe was 
not at home, if the hope, however likely that 
this important viſitor might be the duke of Bil- 
berry, to lay at her fect the patent of her huſ- 

hand 
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band's nobility, had not for a moment reſtrain- 
ed her. 


In that moment of heſitation Clariſſa ruſhed 
in at the door - flew though all ſorts of glitter- 
ing impediments ſtrewed on the floor—and, un- 
mindful of the herd of trades-people by whom 
her ladyſhip was encircled, gave utterance to 
the livelieſt effuſions of joy and tenderneſs, 


Lam glad toſee you my dear, and I am 
glad to ſee you looking fo handſome,” ſaid La- 
dy Ifleworth, © but juſt now I am extremely 
buſy, ſo do nat interrupt me.” 


© Mr.” the continued, as if it was of 
no conſequence to name the man honoured by 
her commands, Lady Ann ſays ſhe wil! 
keep the ear-rings and neck. lace, though ſhe 
thinks the ear- rings paultry— very paultry !”? 


« But the price, my Lady l- 


* Oh, I have aſked nothing about the price 
— ſomething extremely low, [ ſuppoſe ?*” 


„extremely low indeed, my Lady !— 
the whole amount of theſe articles is only fifteen 
hundred guincas three thouſand would have 

paid 
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paid for them, if the markets had not fallen. 
trhough the quantities imported by the French 
bility.” 


Ves, they are certainly cheap — % that is 
all at preſent : only remember the chain and 
bracelets are ſent home Thurſday ſe*en-night, 
and not later than one o'clock :=remember alſo, 
that the chain is to be lengthened three yarcs, 
and four rings added to the bracelets -in their 
preſent ſtate Lady Ann cannot endure them.“ 


The notable matron now waved her hand, 
as much as to ſay—** You are diſmiſſed.” But, 
before he went out of the room, the jeweller 
put to her the ſimple queſtion of—** To whoſe 
account, my Lady, are the articles to be pla- 
ced ?” 


Sir Frederick Ifleworth's!” ſhe replied, 
with a nod, and immediately the jeweller diſ - 
appeared. 


Another claimant to her attention was about 
to ſucceed him, when Clariſſa, impatient to 
hear ſome tidings of her father, ventured on an 


act of diſobedience, by aſking how he did, and 


when her mother laſt heard from him ? 
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„He is very well nw!” was the anſwer, 
turning over ſeveral cards of 1ich points, with- 
out beſtowing a fingle glance towards the fair 
queriſt, on whoſe countenance ſhe would have 
ſeen a certain expreſſion of horror, diſplayed 
in crimſon characters, the glowing fruits of her 
own perſiſting in the nſual routine of extrava- 
gance, which had already ſo nearly and ſo late- 


ly conducted them to the very gates of deſtruc- 
tion. 


Clariſſa could not behold this ruining ſyſ- 
tem unagitated ; yet her fluſhed cheeks alone 
betrayed the emotions of her thoughts—her 
tips durſt not diſeloſe them—ſhe might filent- 


ly condemn, but ſhe would not reproach her 
mother. 


Alarmed at her ladyſhip's ſhort reply, ** that 
her father was very well now, Clariſſa againt 
demanded, ** if he had been ill fince he left 
town?“ 


Finding it impoſſible to get rid of her im- 
portunities, Lady Ifleworth faid, in 2 peeviſh 
tone, My God child, why will you tor- 
ment me, till I have ſent away thoſe people!” 


Dear 
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Dear mama, do not be angry I—only tell 
me what you meant, when you ſaid papa was 
very well nw ?—tell me this, and I will not 


interrupt you again !”—— Clariſſa, as ſhe ſpoke, 
had ſeized one of her mother's hands, and her 
ſweet eyes emplured for the favour of an an- 
ſwer ſtill more eloquently than her tongue, 


Lady Iſleworth, with a'dozen hands, would 
have found employment for them all, in tu m- 
bling over the mountains of finery within hey 
reach, therefore could not afford one out of 
two to the embrace of her daughter, but ſaid, 
as ſhe withdrew it 


* Shall I repeat to you a thouſand times, Sir 
Frederick is very well now ?7—— Mrs. Modren, 
let Lady Ann's linen be trimmed with this point 
—it is au abſolute darling!” — Then turning 
again to Clarifſa —“ You know how madly he 
rides—his horſe threw him the firſt day of his 
journey, and put out his collar-bone ; but he is 
now quite as well as I wiſh him!“ 


% Oh!” cried the gentle girl, with a tear 


and a ſigh, what adreadful accident ! —but, 


thank God my dear father is now well it 
muſt be ſo, becauſe mains ſays he is as well 
as ſbe withes * 
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This little ejaculation was uttered fo ſofily 
that it reached only the ear of he mother, wha, 
with a ſmile (not of approbatio n), whiſpered 
in her turn“ Don't make yourſelf a fool, 
child, by adopting the cant of the Methodiſt 


people you live with!“ 


Clariſſa could ſcarcely reſtrain her diſpleaſure 
at this iliberal, as well as unfounded ſarcaſm ; 
but ſtill reſpe@ kept her ſilent, and the ſpoke 
no more till the whole multitude of money-ſuck- 
ers were all diſſmiſed, with as many different 
-orders, every one in the way of his buſineſs, 
as Sir Frederick's eſtates, had they been clear 
of incumbrances, would not have paid for un- 
der a leſs price than at leaſt one year's moiety. 


4% Now, Miſs Ifleworth,” ſaid her ladyſhip, 
throwing herſelf at full length on a ſofa, 
„ whilſt I am enjoying a little reſpite from 
fatigue, let me hear your adventures, and how 
you have continued to exiſt ſo long out of the 
world.” | 


% Dear mama, what adventurers can I have 
to relate — Vet, from my very heart, I am 
able to aſſure you, that I have been extremely 
happy in the ſociety of Mrs. St. Edmonds and 

her 
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ner generous brother, to whom we are are all 
ſo greatly indebted.” 


& Liſten to me, Clariſſa !-- About theſe 
mercantile people l will not be diſturbed! —- ou 
may be civil to them now, but hereafter I 
muſt have you underſtand your own conſe- 


quence |”? ; 
What conſequence, mama? 


& That is a myſtery!— But when time ſhall 
develope it, no ſuch names as your Miftreſs 
St. Edmonds, or your Miſter Anybodies, can 
certainly obtrude upon your viſitiag-books.”? 


Clariſſa's reply will be found in the next 
chapter. 


— — — 
CHAP. XVII 


SHORT AND PITHY., 


= U 
]ooxme at her mother with a doubtful 
expreſſion, whether ſhe was to conſider her in 
or out of her ſenſes, * Mama,” ſaid ſhe, © 1 
do not comprehend your meaning l“ 


S „ Impothible, 


122 FASHIONABLE INVOLVEMENTS, 


Impoſſible, child, that you ſhould altog e- 
ther underſtand it! for I have often rema ked 
you are wonderfully remiſs in the accurate ſci- 
euce of penetration. However, enough has 
been ſaid at preſent—the future will explain it- 
ſcifMeantime I ſhall manage in the beſt poſ- 
fible manner for your intereſt, and | hope, my 
dear, you are fully confirmed in the opinion that 
it cannot be better conducted!“ 


—_ oa wa we as — Ry _—_ 2 


Be fore the ſtil! unconvinced girl as to the ſtate 
of her mother's intelle ct, could, at the expence 
of truth, pay the demands made on her veracity, 
the entrance of Arthur ſuddenly put to death a 


I e-d- U te, already lengthened beyond the time 90 
when Clariſſa knew ſhe ſhould be expected in 
Broad-ſtreet;— but, to leave the room juſt as 1 
her brother emered it, would have wounded her n 
ſenſibility—ſhe therefore roſe to receive his ſa- v 
ute with animated and ſiſterly affection. tt 
| d 
Arthur's appearance was not remarkably ap- 0 
propriate to his many diſtinctions, ſuch as 
— huſband to a gay lady of quality—certain heir 
t0 a baronet—uncertain inher itage of a coronet, t] 
or even to the reſpeQability of a gentleman. c 
Whilſt receiving the offered kiſs from the lips 
et his ſiſter, ſhaking her roughly by the hand, 0 
| teſtifying : 
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teſlifying his pleaſure at ſecing her, with many 
unmeaning oaths, habitually uſed by the ſon as 
well as the father, enquiring if ſhe had been 
kicking up a row among ſt the old country quizes, + 
and ſuppoſing, with a fort of wit peculiar to 
himſelf, that they had ſent her home by a pariſh 
paſs—all this time his mother did not ceaſe to 
ſurvey him with indeſcribable vexation, and at 
laſt exclaimed— 


Patience ſupport me! what a figure !” 


The figure he made in the eyes of Lady Iſle- 
worth is not unworthy ſtricture from the pen of 
an author: His tall immenſe perſon was cover- 
ed from the throat to the heels with a long flan- 
nel dreſſing-gown, not of immaculate white- 
neſs—his hair was uncombed—his beard unſha- 
ven—his face unwaſhed—and, to compleat the 
tout enſemble, two erimſon garters hung ſuſpen- 
ded from his neck, inſtead of occupying their 
deſtined poſt round his knees. 


« My God!” again repeated his delicate mo- 
ther, © why will you inſult my patience by 
coming to me in this gothic derangement !” 


* Becauſe,” he replied, © there is no need 
of ceremony between friends: I knew you was 


G 2 


. 


— —— 
: =» 
— TY * 


* * * _— — 
£5 * —4 — — 
„1 _ 
 — 2 0 =- — 
* - — 


„50 


8 
. 5 — 2 - a7 ol 72 2 
e <4 i 
0 — — — — 89 


PI 3 
-- OR 


ES 2 2 
” FTI 


— — 


— 
YC 
— 


1 4 
- __ - — =e - _— 


_— — 1 
5 
2 - 


. 
. 
1 
. 
4 , 
[ . 
. 
; 
q * 
” 
: 
\ 
1 
p * wo 
14. 
= 
_— . 
11 
BR 
bi 
. 
4 : 
. 
40 
\ . 
1 £ 
i 
is ! 
. 
_ 
n 
7 q 


-- — 
* r — 
„ 

* - 

— — 
. © 

—— = _— 


® 
— 


324 FASHIONABLE INVOLYEMENTS. 


alone, at leaſt that nobody but Clary was with 
you—and Clary is next to nobody l“ 


* Thank you, brother |” ſaid Clariſſa, with 
2 ſmile of perfe& good humour :—* Siſters 
may overlook what would diſguſt a wife; and, 
for ſake of your lady, it would give me pleaſure 
to ſee you a little more exaQt as to your perſo- 
nal appearance.” 


* That is juſt what I was going to obſerve,” 
retorted her angry ladyfhip, and is the wiſeft 
thing, I ever heard you utter -Go!” added 
ſhe, in a tone awfully ſolemn—“ Go, Sir, to 
your toilet !—there abdicate your errors, and 
think of your good fortune, which has ſent out 
that dear creature Lady Ann on a prumenade 
with Lord Clarence l“ 


** wiſh it were to the antipodes?” replied 
Arthur, with a broad grin ; © better abraad than 
at dome But that is not my buſineſs I want the 
two hundred, mother, to pay for my wife's 
coach-horſes, which you would make me buy, 
though I told you they were d- dear, and not 
worth half the money [”? 


Lady Ann liked them, Sir, and her approba- 
tion ſanctiſies my indulgence ! ſaid her lady- 
ſhi 
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ſhip, ** fo let me hear no more of your boyiſh: 
comments; but, when you have made your- 
ſelf proper, return hither, and you ſhall receive 
the paltry ſum you have fo ungraciouſly ſolici- 
ted. 


Arthur, in truth, wanted the money for his 
own private uſes, the neceſſity, for which had 
kept him walking the whole preceeding night; 
and now, like a tibubled ghoſt, wandering about 
to beg of ſome kind Chriſtian to bury his body 


forthe repoſe of his ſoul, having found that kind 


Chriſtian in his own mother, he departed in 
peace to the world of ſpirits—choice ſpirits | ſtill 
cloathed with mortality, and who, for the crime 
of wanting the needful,, had actually driven him. 
out of their ſociety. 


% Without vanity,. I may ſay,”* cried Lady 
Iſleworth, “that few ladies of condition have 
done ſo much for their families a; I have done 
— Nay, don't look grave, Clariſſa, your turn 
will come next!“ | 

Clariſſa indeed did look grave; but her's was 
the gravity of prudence, not of envy.— She look - 
ed at her watch ſaw ſhe had conſiderably ex · 


ceeded the time of her appointment — would 
G 3. have - 
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have taken her leave - and, with that intention 
roſe to embrace her mother. 


«© Where are you going, child?” aſked her 
hdyſhip, with an emotion of real or pretend- 
ed ſurpriſe -“ Sure your cit friends cannot pre- 
ſume to expect that my daughter is to become a 
fixture in their houſe !“ 


% Dear mama, they are all goodneſs !— 
But for them, you know, I ſhould not have 
been able to have ſeen you this morning !—Y ou 
remember papa's agreement with Mr. Curry, 
and I feel no repugnance in becoming the — 
tage of its fulfilment.” 


Your father is always doing ſilly things, and 
that of ſending you into ſlavery with theſe peo- 
ple is one of the moſt fooliſh . However, if it 
muſt be fo, go your ways but remember to 
tell them, you are to attend your ſiſter Lady 
Ann Iſle worth's preſentation at St. James's, next 
Thurſday ſe*nnight. I ſhall prepare you a 


beautiful dreſs, my dear, for the occaſion.—l 


hope you may look uncommonly handſome ! 
— The drawing-room will be crowded, and 
perhaps the Duke of — Oh, what a gid- 
dy creature | am !” ſhe continued, in terrupting 
ET * it had almoſt eſcaped me !—Well, 


* now 


on 


%%% A ]˙ - 
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ow you may ſet out — Adieu!“ —offering her 
chcek inſtead of her lips, to the ſalute of the 
ſitence-fricken Clariſſa, who ſtepping back 
from the door, begged ſhe might be allowed to 
look in upon her little ſiſters for one moment; 
but was told they were gone to ſee ſume dancing- 
dogs, juſt imported, at the Hay-market. She 
then enquired ſor the unfortunate boarders of the 
more unfurtunate Parſon Trotter; on which 
ſubjeQ ſhe received no other information, than 
that no letter had arrived from them ſince ſhe left 


town, of courſe that their muther knew TR 
about them ! 


« [ will write to them,“ ſaid Clariſſa to her- 


felf, as ſhe walked down ſtairs ; und in lefs thay 
half an hour ſhe was in the arms of her pro- 
teQors. 
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CHAP. XVII. 


RECAPITULATLON. 


Vin FREDERICK, on the day appointed, 
having adjuſted his money negociation with 
Mr. Curry, and received fiom that gentleman 
the full price of his Weſtmoreland eſtate, re- 
tuned home, . threw two thouſand inte the lap 
of Lady If, worth—'it was a debt of honour, 
therefore he paid it}—another five hundred, 
alſo a debt. be left on the toilet of 
Mrs. Snuged rithout ſaying what were his 
intentions, pſſgeeded to the livery-ſtable where 
he kept his hunters, deſigning, with all expe- 
dition, to viſit his borough, being informed, 
from the very beſt authority, that parliament 
would certainly be diffolved aſter a very ſhort 
ſitting. 


In his way to Foz za«ds, Chance, ever buſy in 
carving lor ti.ofſe wuh whoſe affairs Povidence 


does 


” wu r e e . 
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does not chuſe to trouble itſelf, threw in his patb- 
one of her own daſhing ſons, by whoſe elo- 

quent perſuaſion he was prevailed on to delap- 
his journey till the next morning, for the pur- 
poſe of joining a party at one of the ſubſc: iption- 

houſes, which would probably not riſe from play- 
till day - light, as one of its members ʒ his Grace 
Bilberry, was to be there for, the firſt time. 
that ſeaſon. 


To meet his Grace | of Bilberry | his own- 
ſon-in-law ele !——the huſband of his daugh- 
ter —the father of his grandchildren land the 


very door of his own entrance to the Houſe of- 


Lords !—were inducements not to be reſiſted. He 
that day lounged with his friend; and, before 
midnight, had the felicity of being placed, not 


only at the ſame table, but actually vis-d-vis to 
the Duke of Bilberry, whom his new patroneſs, 


Chance made his partner for the fiiſt rubber, and 
to-crown her favours, divided all the good cards 
between them. 


A viQor y ſo complete, and fo eaſily ob- 
tained, did not fail to relax the duke's nat ural 
reſcrveof countenance —he flattered the viſionary*, 
kill with the moſt ſmiling condeſcenſion, and 
made him, if poſſible, ten times more the fool 
of expeQation than ever. Of hia owu view, 
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he was forbidden to ſpeak ; yet, when the rub. 
ber ended, he took an opportunity to inform- 
ing his grace that he was immediately going to 
his boreugh - that he ſhould be re-choſen to a 
certainty, but wonld never again vote with with 
the preſent miniſter, — to which the duke only 
anſwered with aflight bow, and re-took his place 
at the table. 


During the reſt of the night the great and the 
little man came no more in contact; whilſt fic- 
kle fortune, who, like the world, always abides 
by the ſtrongeſt, continued to fill the pockets 
of his grace, and to empty thoſe of the baronet ; 
ſo that at nine o'clock in the morning, he found 
himſelf on Hounſlow- heath, as much richer in 
hope as he was impoveriſhed in circumſtances, 
having left behind him, in the keeping of his 
ſhadowy ſon-in-law, ſolid bank- bills for three 
thouſand five hundred. 


Every thing that is needful to ſay concern- 
ing the reſt of Sir Frederick's journey has al- 
ready been ſaid by Lady If: worth, viz. that 
he had rode like a mad-man—had fallen from 
his horſe—and diflocated his collar-bone ;— 
which accident happened to him within the con- 
venient diſtance of only fix miles from his bo- 
rough, from whence he could receive the mul- 

titudes, 
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titudes, both gentle and ſimple, at their plca- 
ſure, the former from the body corporate, the 
latter from the body public. For the farit he 
brought with him ſuch ample proviſion, that 
they departed well ſatisfied— and the latter, not” 
leſs contented, with ſhowers of golden promi- 
ſes, backed by immediate orders to open every 
houſe of reception for their accommodation, and. 
and to licence as many more private ones as 
could be purchaſed, for the hoſpitable purpoſe 
of taking them from wholeſome labour, ſtarving - 
their families, and robbing them of their ſen- 
ſes. 


* 


Having eſcaped from the hands of his ſur- 
geon with his head in its right place, in fix days 
he joined his conſtituents on their own dung+- 
hill, where he muſt remain, till it be neceſſary, 
for the uſual regulation of his affairs, that he 
ſhould again ſhew himſelf in the circle of fa- 
ſhion, 


The day preceding that which had been 
announced to Clariſſa for the court preſentation 
of her brother's wife, ſignifying at the fame 
time that that ſhe would be expected to attend 
the bridal cavalcade, Mrs. St. Edmonds made 
her ſome preſents of beauty and value from her 
own. 
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' own caſket. Beſides, on the following morn- 


ing, at the requeſt of her brother, who would 
not even admit the appearance of diſobedience 
tothe commands of a parent, in which there 
was neither criminality or imprudence, ſhe ſet 
her down at the door of her mother, and pro- 
miſed to call for her again in the evening, in- 
tending to fleep at her brother's town-houſe, for 
the accommodation of her favourite, whom Mr 
Curry would not have been eaſy to leave under 
the diflipated roof of Ladylfleworth for one ſingle 
night, leaſt that one night might lead to another, 
another, and another, to the damage, if not to the 
total overthrow, of all the rational ſentiments 
which had ſprung up in her mind during a three 
weeks reſidence in the country. 


Lady Ifl-worth, when informed by Clarif- 
ſa of the merchant's arrangements, ſtormed 
and pouted to no manner of e fed, beigg 
well informed, that the aw hority with which 
he was —— never be made to now 


preſents were di hd her countenance cleai - 
ed—ſhe proteſted Mrs. St. Edmonds did not 
' want taſte in the ſelection of feminine orna- 
- ments, or diſcrimination in beſtowing them — 
elected a few of the moſt ſhewy —ſaid ſhe would 
that day wear them, herſelf, but return them in 

the 
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the evening and ſhewed, to the aſtoniſhed 
Clariſſa, ſucha collection of ſhewy articles pre- 
viouſly prepared for her exhibition, as muſt 
have gratified her vanity, had ſhe been as frivo- 
lous in all reſpects as her mother. 


Urſula ated as a high prieſteſs at the toilet of 
her young lady, ſometimes weeping, ſometimes. 
ſmil ng, but always endcavouring to prevail on- 
Clariſſa to requeſt of Lady Iſle worth, that ſhe 
might be allowed to return with her to Enfield 
Chace, for, Miſs,” ſaid ſhe, „1 don't 
know what you can do without me,—Befides, 
our family are all ſo at fixes and ſevens, that | 
am now, as it were, nobody's ſervant, yet em- 


ployed by every body.” 


Clariſſa bade her be of good heart; for, 
though ſhe did not want her attendance where 
ſhe was provided with family ſervants, the 
molt ready and the moſt obliging in the world, 
yet, if ever ſhe happened to be her own miſtreſs, 
(bluſhing at the ſuppoſition, becauſe, perhaps, 
At that moment ſhe thonght of Percival Bate- 
man)— *©* aſſure yourſelf, Urſula,” ſaid ſhe, 
* you ſhall have the firſt place in my eſtabliſh- 


ment.” 


« God ſend it ſpeedy and happy, Miſs F- 
replied Urſlua; I am convinced, in my own 
mind, 
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mind, you will be a great lady, and I ſhould like. 
to: be your Ladyſhip's woman prodigiouſly l“ 


% But why a great lady, Urſula ?”” 


«© How can it be otherwiſe, Miſs, when we 
all know that your papa. is going to be made a. 
lord ?—for, though my lady ſays nothing about 
it, our upholſterer told us a violent ſecret laſt 
night, that he had her lady ſtup's orders to paint 
coronets on all the. new. furniture ſhe has be- 
ſpoks for the. three large entertaining rooms l“ 


Before Clariſſa could form an anſwer to what 
ſh e conſidered the effuſions of a dreamer, ſhe 
reccived a ſummons to the drawing-room, 
where her mother. and Lady Ann only waited 
for her chair to bring up the. rear, preceded 
each by three footmen in new liveries, except 
Clariffy's, to whom. one only could be. allot- 
ted. | , 


It would be ſuperfluous to enter into a detail of 
the ſplendid dreſſes woru on the occaſion : they 
were all fine, but Lady Ann's by far the fineſt ; 
and of the two ſiſters, her ladyſnip was the 
moſt ſtrikingly handſome—Miſs Ifleworth the 

moſt 


like. 


baut 
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moſt inſinuatingly lovely. As to Arthur, no 
arguments (and none hal been ſpared by his 
mother) could prevail on him to ſhew himſelt 
in the royal circle... 


CHAP. XIX.. 


SOMET HING- TO PLEASE, AND SOME». 
THING- TO. vx. 


* 


Lavy ANN' i preſentation paſſed: off like 
other preſentations engaged much the ſame 
ſort of attention drew out the ſame ſort of com - 
ments from the unintereſted beholders: ſume 
thought one thing, ſome another, as to the beau- 
ty of the rival ſiſters; but all who did not per- 
ſonally know either Lord Clarence or Arthur 
Isle worth, agreed in one opinion, that his lord- 


ſhip was the bridegroom, and of all bridegrooms - 


the 
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the moſt faſcinated and the moſt attentive which 
had ever appeared in the * world five werks 
after marriage ! 


Lady Ifteworth's head, always of the lighteſt, 
turned inceſſantly from fide to fide, hoping to 
diſcover the Duke of Billberry in the attitude 
of a lover, with arms folded, and eyes fixed on 
the face of his adorable !-—-But her ladyſhip had 
forgotten that his g: ace was no courtier, till re- 
colle ion of the circumſtance became neceſſary 
to ſoften the diſappointment ſhe ſeve rely encoun- 
tered ar not finding him in the circle. Lady 
Ann, on the contrary, was ſo agreeably enga- 
ged by Lord Clarence, that ſhe ſa not her own 
father, though he ſtood within a few paces of 
her; and, if ſhe had choſen to be deaf as well 
as blind to all objeAs, one excepted, the name 
of Lord Ben vour, pretty audibly announced, 
would have been announced in vain; but, en- 
tering the ear, the eyes followed, and met thoſe 
of the old peer, to whom ſhe dropped a ſmi- 
ling curtſey, which had in it nothing of reverence, 
and then whiſpered Lord Clarence“ Father 
Moſes, you ſee, has wandered out of the 
Wilderneſs, and, thank my flars! no wife in 

his train PF 


Lady 
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Dady Iſie worth, with much greater joy, but 
infinitely leſs wit, made her comments on the 

lane ſy exhibition 3 whilſt Lord Ben vour ſeemed 
to conſider himſelf totally independent of her la- 
dyſhip, and her lad) ſhip's family appenda- 
ges. 


Every body muſt know, that it is no more the 
duty of ſine ladies to go to court, than to re- 
turn from it dying with fatigue, to drop their 
hoops, lounge on ſofas, and wiſh there was no 
fuch place in the world. This granted, can it 
be thought extraordinary, that the chairs were 
brought into the hall, without the languid fais 
ones, by whom they were freighted, caſting a 
ſingle glance on a ſort of mongrel carriage juſt 
driving from the door, drawn by one weak cui- 
mal, in a ſtill more fainting condition than them—- 
ſelves? Such was really the caſe|- But, had it 
chanced to have attracted their notice, the myſ- 
tery of whom it couveyed could not have been 
ſooner explained: for, on the heads of the 
chairs being lifted, two tall young women ran 
forwards, laughing, ſhouting, and throwing: 
their arms around the neck of Lady Ifleworth, 
crying out, as they ſeized her almoſt to ſtrangu- 
lation —“ Here we are, mama!“ 


Mama 
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Mama did not receive their care ſſes as any 
ether mama might or ought to have done, to 
whoſe negligence alone was owing their gawky 
figures and unpoliſhed manners; but wounded 
vanity and invaded. authority aſſiſted her to re- 
ſift their rough endearments, which were be- 
ſtowed with more ſucceſs on the gentle Clariſſa, 
who aſſectionately returned their embraces, 
and anſwered their importunate queſtions, 
till Lady Iſle worth proceeded. forward with 
more than common. dignity,, commanding 
her daughters to follow, not a little pleaſed that 
Lady Ami, by running to her dreſſing - room, had 
eſcaped the mortification of being called ſiſter, 
by two ſuch Hottentots—* As | live,” ſaid Lady 
Iſleworth, mentally,. ** ſhe ſhall not ſce them, 
till I have wrought their aukward figures into. 
fome ſort. of faſhion!” 


In one corner of the room whither ſhe pre- 
ceded the young: group either of which mighe 
almoſt, in perſonal charms, have vied with Cla- 
riſſa, had they been ſet off to the ſame advan- 
tage), ſtood a middle-aged man,.whoſe uniform, 
whilſt it beſpoke him a ſon of the church, alſo, 
by its ſhabby ruſticated appearance, announced 
him, of all her ſons, the leaſt. indebted to her 
partiality for the goods of this world. 
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Bowing low, he approached towards Lady 
Ile worth, who bluſhing throngh her rouge as 
ſhe entered at the door, and caſting on him # 
dreadful. look of fury, had ridicutouſly called out 
we My God! Sir, how came you hore - and 
how have you preſumed to bring home the gie 
without my orders ?—Nor waiting poor Parfon 
Troiter's reply, who, overawe d hy her comman=- 
ding preſence, rather choſe to-ſtudy for an an- 
ſwer than to make one extemporary, ſhe rang 
the bell with fo great violence that Mrs. Harris 
ran from her laJyſhip's dreſſing- room with a bot- 
tle of drops, expectiug at leaſt to have found 
her in a fainting-fit, having anticipated the ſur- 
priſe ſhe muſt experience on her retucn from 
court, at finding her family fo ſuddenly, and, 
ſhe feared, ſo unpleaſingly augmented. — She 
therefore received the following command, 
without betraying any extraordinary tokens of 
aſtoniſhment. 


© Go, take theſe children,” pointing to her; 
newly arrived. daughters, and lock them up- 
in the tapeſtry apartment, that they may not 
run wild about the houſe, as they ſeem inclined 
to do! — Make haſte, I ſay !—I would not have 
Lady Ann ſee the little ſavages iu their preſent. 
ſtate for the univerſe !”? 


. 
« ] will, 
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„will go with them may I, mama?” 
faid Clariſſa. 


* Do as you like—but it is not altogether 
conſiſtent with your dignity l“ replied her lady- 
Mp. 


& Lord! mama, I cannot think what makes 
- you ſo huffiſh !”” cried Arabella. I hope ma- 
ma,” ſaid Matilda, when we are gone, you 
vill not believe all that Parſon Trotter tells you l“ 
—“ Not a ſingle word of is nonſenſe l“ re- 
joined Arabella; ** for if he tells tales upon us, 
we can give him as good as he brings. every day 
in the week 


Mrs. Harris ſhuffled them out of the 
room,. and Lady Ifleworth ed with via- 
lence on the poor par ſon. 


* 

& Perhaps, Mr. What-d,ye-callm, you think 
to defend} the confuſion your audacious conduct 
has thrown my houſchold into, by ſome ridicu- 
lous made - up ſtory or other? - Aſſure yourſelf 
L ſhall liſten to none of them |—But if you come 
tw be paid for transforming the Miſs Ifleworths 
trom poliſhed young ladics to abſolute hoydens, 
w here is your account? | 


f 
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« It is here, my Lady!” replied Parſon 
Trotter, ttembling at her anger, yet rejoicing 
there was now ſome chance he ſhould receive 
the balance — it is here, my Lady!” prefent- 
ing his own bill for board and lodging, and his 
wife's for pait ſervices, all blended together: 
and, while her ladyſhip's ſcornful eyes uncondeſ- 
cendingly glanced on the total, her fair hand 
took as many bank-notes from a ſplendid pocket- 
book as equalled the ſum demanded ; nor did 
ſhe throw them at his head, but only on the table, 


bidding him take them up and be gone !- ad- 


ding, I had intended to fend you Mifs Diana 
and Miſs Stella; but now, you may tell your 
wite, who muſt be the moſt altered woman in 
the world, that I have had quite enough of her 
talent for education l“ 


Writing a proper receipt, and depofiting the 
notes in a little black caſe, where, on Sundays, 
he uſed to carry his ſermons, and his band neat- 
ly folded, from church to church, he felt ſo 
happy at his own marvellous good luck, that the 
payment, and not the mode of making it, en- 
groſſed the whole of his attention —He acknow- 
ledged her generoſity with the moſt ſubmiſſive 
gratitude ; - but, to ſhow he neither heard, felt, 
or reſented the ungracious illiberality of her re- 
feQions, re-ſcating himfelf at an aaful diſ- 
tance, 
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ance, he drew from his waiſtcoat pocket a let- 
ter, the ſeal of which had been broken, addreſ- 
ſed to Miſs Arabella, from her adoring lover, 
clerk to the village attorney, containing the 
plan for a double elopement, himſelf and the 
young farmer having agreed to ſtorm the par- 
ſonage that very night, after the family were 
gone to reſt, to receive them in their arms from 
the low window of their apartment - to convey 
them on horſeback, each being provided with 
a pillion, as far as,, at which town 2 
poſt· coach was already ſecured to whil them, 
as expreſſed by the adventurous hero, tio the 
land of love and matrimony !” 


— — — — 


CH AP. xx. 


CONSISTENCY. 


Is 

Accmry T, my Lady, threw this letter in 
my way,” ſaid the Parſon, preſenting it with 
honeſt exutation, fully aſſured that he had per- 
formed to the extent of his duties.— ©* It was 
dropped by Miſs Arabella, but ſhe does not 
know that it has fallen into my hands.—My 
wife and I conſulted together what could be done 
to 


en 
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to prevent the misfortune which threatened us 

and no other certain method pf eſented itſelf, 
than to put the young ladies under your Lady- 
ſhip's own protection.— Vet how to get them 
away was the difficulty l- no chaiſe could be had l 
—ſo | borrowed from my neighbour the ve- 
hicle+n whieh I brought them the whole journey, 
drawn by my own horſe, and I bleſs God the poor 
beaſt did fo well l- for indeed, my Lady, times 
have been ſo hard that it was out of my power 
to pay for the uſe of a better. The ladies made 
no objection to accompany me, as [ told them 
it was only for an airing; but, when 1 had once 


got them on the road, I took care they .ſhould 
not clude my vigilance.” 


Thus ſoberly harangued the prudent divine, 
whilſt the imprudent mother, having firſt e cami- 
ned the curious epiſtk from the beginning to the 
end, inſtead of applauding the caution with 
which he had acted to preſerve the honour of 
her family, accuſed him of having committed 
a forgery.— No man under the rank of a peer,” 
ſaid the, ** could have dared to addreſs ſuch 
nonſenſe to the M:fs Iſleworths |—Y ou have 
written this letter yourſelf, as an excuſe for 
your audacious intruſion l 


This 
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This accuſation being delivered in a tone re- 
markably loud and ſhrill, reached the ear of Ara- 
bella, placed quite cloſe to the key-hole of the 
door in her mother's dreſſing- room, into which 
the had flipped unnoticed by Mrs. Harris, for 
the purpoſe of liſtening, and, almoſt before ſhe 
could have been miſled, rejoined the party above 
ſtairs, determined to meet Parſon Trotter's 
charges with no other weapons than thoſe ſo 
compleatly furniſhed in the retort barbarouſly le- 
velled againſt his integrity by her Amazonian 
mama. 


The upright prieſt would have cleared him- 
felf from the horrible ſtigma ; but not being 
permitted to ſpeak, or invited to take any re- 
'Freſhment, he left the houſe, as did Lady 
Ille worth the room, at the ſame moment; and, 
it will be needleſs to ſay, that Arabella managed 
her own and Matilda's defence ſo adroitly, as 
to make her ladyſhip fully ſatisfied with the 
echo of her own ſuggeſtions. | 


Clariſſa, perfected by nature, but a little de- 
ranged by education in the ſchool of modern 
purſuits, ſaw and lamented the ſubterfuge to 
which her ſiſters had deſtended, ſo degrading to 
themſelves, ſo pernicious to the character of 
another. 
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another. She would have reaſoned with them 
on the abſurdity, as well as wickedneſs of their 
allegations againſt the worthy man, whoſe roof 
had long been their aſylum—but no opportunity 
offered itſelf for ſerious remonſtrances. 


Lady Iſleworth having diſcovered, by remo- 
ving the caps and handkerchiefs of the two cul- 
prits, that they had the fineſt hair and boſums in 
the world, thought them not altogether unwor- 
thy of her attention : ſhe therefore took them 
with her to her own chamber, where, with good 
contrivance, equipped from her eldeſt daughter's 
wardrobe, at a nine o'clock dinner they were 
preſented to their noble ſiſter-in-law, two of 
the prettieſt external figures imaginable. 


Rather before ſix, Mrs, St. Edmonds ſent 
up a meſſage, to ſay that her ſervants waited 
the commands of Miſs Iſleworth, who im- 
mediately haſtened to the carriage, without 
encountering any oppoſition from her mother, 
whoſe thoughts were juſt then moſt dulight- 
tully employed how to diſpoſe of her lovely 
younger daughters, to the ſame advantage as 
ſhe had already, by her very erroneous calcula- 
tion, provided for their elder ſiſter. She had 


yet to poliſh them aſter her own peculiar man- 
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ner—to bring them out—and to look about her 
for other two Dukes, or at leaſt heirs to duke- 
doms, who were to lay themſclves and honours 
at their feet: and thus dreaming, with her eyes 
open, ſhe ſaw her favourite Ducheſs of Bilberry 
depa t, with more plcaſure thau regre:—her 
fortune was mad:—her appearance may ob- 
ſtruct, but could not forward, the equally bril- 
liant eſtabliſhment of her ſiſters, to whom, after 
the toilet transformation, ſhe fondly gave the ap- 


pellation of beautiful Jevages, uuharmonized by 
faſhion, 


The levity of Lady Iſleworth did not more 
Exali her own ſpirits than it depreſſed thoſe 
of Cla ſſa.— She loved her family, and fear- 
fully anticipated the return of thoſe domeſtic 
evils which friencſhip had ſo lately driven 
from their gates ſhe knew, that even the 
munificence of Mr. Curry could never keep 
pace with her mother's profuſion - her heart 
yearned with aff. Aion toward, thoſe dear ſiſ- 
ters from whom ſhe had ſo long been divid- 
ed, yetetheir return yielded her no ſolid ſa- 
tisfa lion ſhe admired, without envying, their 
perſunal improvements ; but, not without hor- 
ror, contemplated the cunning exhibited ſo 
ſtrikingly in the artful contrivance by which 

they 
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they eſcaped a cenſure for their own imprudence 
at the expence of another, whoſe innocent ſim- 
plicity, and little knowledge of the world, leaves 
it doubtful whether he even knew what was the 


nature of thatcrime with which they had unbluſſi- 
ingly accuſed him, 


It was impoſſible, in this inſtance, that ſhe 
could halt between two opinions; becauſe, 
while Arabella was in the very act of liſtening, 
Matilda exprefſed much terror for the fate of 
a certain letter, which had been,” ſhe ſaid, 
0 ſportively written to, and careleſsly dropped 
by them - ſhe feared it might have fallen into 
the parſon's hands. If this ſhould be the caſe,” 


ſhe added, Oh, dear, what will become of 
us * | 


% Say as I do!” whiſpered Arabella, who 
came running into the room juſt in time to catch 
the timid ejaculation, before ſhe was followed 
by her mother; on whoſe appearance their trial 
commenced - the verdiQ was given—the inno- 
cent cundenined—ihe guilty acquitted land 
the judge particularly delighted with her own 
ſagacity, when declaring, before the court, that 
ſhe had anticipated the hw fellow's ariifice, and 
ſent him about his buſineſs? 
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Miſs Iſleworth, at this moment, felt all the 
diſagreeables of her ſitua jon. hould ſhe come 


forward as the accuſer of her ſiſters ?—or muſt 


ſhe with-hold that evidence by which the fame 
of an honeſt man would certainly be juſtificd ? 
Impeded by partial affection, on one hand—im- 
pelled by unbiaſſ. d re Aiiude on the other— 
weighing alſo the dread ul conſequences attend - 
ing a diſcloſure of the young machinator's du- 
plicity to themſelves, againſt any material da- 
mage the character of Mr. Trotter could ſuſ- 
tain, ſecluded from, ſociety, un knowing and 
unknown, the ſcale turned in favour of no 
preſent interference on her part. 


Recollecting many errors in her own con- 
duQ, and many others that ſhe might have com- 
mitted, had the early ſeeds of inſtruction been 
as ſcantily ſown in her mind as in thoſe of her 
plotting ſiſters, I might,“ thought ſhe, “ un- 
informed like them, have acted like them in 
every inſtance.“ 


Impreſſive thoughtfulneſs threw over her live- 
ly countenance a veil of dejection, ſo ſombre as 
to attract the firſt notice of Mrs. St. Edmonds, 
when ſhe joined that lady in her carriage. 


% What,” 
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* What,” cried ſhe, as they drove from the 
door—** What, my dear, has happened to fade 
the roſes which good hours, and the wholeſome 
air of Enfield, had made to flouriſh over the lily 
of your cheeks when I brought you hither ?— 
No miſadventure, I hope, has robbed you of 
the precious ornament l“ 


Clariſſa, the moment before, fancied no- 
thing but opportunity was wanting for the 
purpoſe of unburthening the contents of her 
full heart; but, when her\courage ſhould have 
been exerted, ſhe became an abſolute coward— 
the heſitation of a moment gave time to thought 
for producing his ſhort-hand volume of queries 
— Whom are you about to expoſe, and for 
what purpoſe ?—Dare you deſcant on the ex- 
travagancies of a miſguided mother, the frail- 
ties of your poor neglected fiſters, yet conceal 
your own deviations from prudence with ſelfiſh 
caution ?*— Oh, no!” ſhe mentally cried, 
6 their errors ſhall be ſpared and my own ex- 
emplified !”? | 
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C HAP. XXI. 


CONFESSION, 


Ser ak, and relieve my anxiety !”” continu- 
ed Mrs. St. Edmonds, © are you very much 
fatigued ? or has any thing happened to diſturb 
you?“ 


Clariſſa's eyes were bent downwards.—“ I 
am not quite eaſy,” ſhe replied —** I have no 
right to be tranquil l“ 


& Say not ſo, my love, as long as your 
own conduct is irreproachable— The miſcon« 
duct of others ſhuuld not produce ſuch gloomy 
conſequences !-my brother will be ſhocked to 
ſee yuu ſu dejected - Come, rally your ſpirits, 
for his ſake, and tell me your caurt adventures l“ 


% Dear Mrs. St. Edmonds! will you liſten 


to, without hating me, if I tell you adventures 
leſs. 


” & oo TT uw» a 
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kſs recent than any which have occurred ſince 
we laſt parted?“ 


4 J forbid you to doubt either my partiality 
or my paticnce !/—affe&ion will acquit, Where 
prudence may coudemn.” 


© Your words have already condemned 


me! 


„ Explain yourſelf, my fair commenta- 
tor Þ” 


0% Did you not make the irreproachability of 
my own conduct reſponſible for ſelſ. condemna- 


tion or ſelf-acquittal? Ah! if I muſt ſtand or 


fall by my own actions, | am a loſt creature 
I have deceived you ll have impoſed on your 
generous brother!“ 


bloſſom ſo fairly on the branches of this confeſ- 
ſion,” replied Mrs. St. Edmonds, that I 
look with certainty for the fruit it will produce— 
ſo, my dear child, proceed !—Reſerve is the 
canker-worm of friendſhip; henceforward let it 
be baniſhed from our ſociety.” 
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Every thing like conceal nent flew: before an 
invitation to confidence ſo kind, ſo gracious ; 
and when the ladies alighted from their car- 
riage, Clariſſa had not only rendered up the 
deareſt ſecret of her heart, but alſo acknow- 
ledged, that the filence of Percival Bateman, 
during the laſt ſix weeks, both ſurpriſed and 
grieved her,—To which her affe&ionate mo- 
nitreſs only replied -** the ſtability of young 
men was ſo little to be depended on, that it 
became the duty of all women who would ſup- 
port their prare, as well as honour, not to re- 
Poſe too great faith in their vows of fidelity.” 


Nothing of this confidential #te-d-t/te was re- 
hearſed io Mr. Curry.—““ He muſt not,“ ſaid 
Mrs. St. Edmonds, be diſcompoſed, by a cir- 
cumſtance which, we already too well know, 
will give him more pain than pleaſure. If your 
lover ever returns, it will be time enough to 
conſult your guardian ; or, if he ſhould return 
2 traitor to his former tender profeſſions, the 
whole tranſaction may then be buried in oblivi- 
on; for am ſure my poor dear brother's nerves 
would be dreadfully ſhaken, was he told of the 


buſineſs in its preſent ſtage l. 


« Or of my duplicity !” haſtily interrupted 
the conſcious Clariſſa I tremble at the 
thought 
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thought of incurring his anger—l could not 
ſupport it Dear Madam, be you the guard 
of my indiſcretion, as well as the future regu- 
lator of all my actions.“ 


Poſſibly I have ſome readers who prefer the 
ſociety in Broad- ſtreet to the circle in Portman- 
ſquare ; but the many will rather chooſe to follow 
the footſteps of faſhion, than to go on plodding 
in the ſober way of domeſtic /:ttleneſs. To 
reconcile all diſſentions of this nature, I refer 


the former for my apology, in dragging them 


from good to plunge them into bad company, 
to the title of my book, which in all caſes 
has a prigcipal claim to the author's ſupport 
— and to ſatisfy the latter, ſhall re-commence 
the performance of that eſtabliſhed duty. 


Leaving Miſs Ifleworth to entertain her in- 
dulgent guardians with the unexpected return 
of her ſiſters, painting the beauty of their per- 
ſons, but veiling the deformity of their 
minds, let us take a peep into Lady Ann's 
dreſſing room, where we ſhall diſco- 
ver what has been her employment, from 
the moment of her quitting her party in 
the hall to that when the dinner-bell ſummon- 
ed all the knaves and fools dignified by the 
name of Iſleworth, to aſſemble themſelves to- 
gether, 
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Before ſhe ſhewed her ſmiling cou ntenarice 
in the family group, which ſhe ſeldom contem- 
plated without ſome breader indication of mirth 
than a ſimple ſmile, her indefatigable ladyſhip 
had written and diſpatched, with all poſſible 


privacy, the following letter, addreſſed to the 
Earl her father. 


* My dear Lord, 

Ever ſince my fanciful elopement with 
* Arthur Iſleworth, I have done nothing but 
* lament that petit faux fas in ſackcloth and 
* aſhes, The firſt glimmering of ſunſhine which 
has broken in upon the diſmal proſpeQs of 
* of your poor penitent Ann, is derived from 
% your Lordſhip's appearance at the drawing- 
* room this morning, without drawing a clog at 
* your heeſ—ſtanding alone too !——when | ex- 
* pectcd to have ſeen your leading-ſtrings ſuſ- 
© pended from the hands of an odious ſtep- mo- 
« ther, according to your anunciation of ven- 
& geance, which had nearly deſtroyed the whole 
« fraternity of hopefuls. 


My God! what fools they are! 


Had Sir Frederick, and all the Ifleworths 
„ in the world, expired under their diſappoint- 
«© ment, afſure yourſelf, my Lord, I would not 
«© have added to my errors the crime of aiding 
* to lengthen their exiſtence. 

n ' Will 
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Will not this declaration, my Lord, pro- 
** ceeding from the very bottom of my heart, 
* convince 33 of my penitence, and awaken 
** your pity ? 


* You cannot be half ſo angry with me as 1 
* am with myſcl{—you are not half ſo unfortu- 
© nate ] am a ſlave—ya have eſcaped captt- 
e pity! 


J aſked old Lady Fidget Sarcaſm, in the 
joy of my heart, why your new Counteſs did 
* not appear? who told me, that the poor thing 
* had died on her bridal day! To be ſure it 
*« was very melancholy; but, being prepared 
for a change, I ſuppoſe one change might have 
been as gocd as another | 


* I doat on a frolie, and ſuch a maſteily one L 

* have been playing off againſt the anti-ſapient 
Lady Ifleworth, as would highly divert your 
„ Lordſhip, if you allow me to give it in 
„% my own way, and in your preſence—a favour 
© you will certainly not deny to my entreaties, 
«© cſpecially when I pledge you my ſolemn faith, 
* never again to connect your dignity with a 
6 race of plebeians, like thoſe to whom, for my 
© ſins, I am condemned to aſſociate - but not for 
* ever I was bewildered when I linked my- 
te ſelfto ſuch a chain of abſurdities. At all 
events, the ſpell ſhall be broken. 
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* I hope to meet your Lordſhip's- approba- 
* tion. The means to which I ſhall apply for 
* regaining my freedom are extremely natural, 
and muſt be innocent, .becauſe every body in 
© my deplorable predicament has recourſe to 
them without ſcruple. 


The ſtrategem is well-imagined, and will be 
* executed with equal addreſs. ſhall make 
* that bear Arthur dance to the tune of my fid- 
e dle through Doctor's Commons !—after which 
* exerciſe he may take his repoſe. However, 
& I ſhall firſt leave one of his cubs behind me, to 
& continue the notable generation l- a circum- 
* ſtance the more provoking, as it will detain me 
**fix months longer. But Lord Clarence, who is 
* the beſt creature in the world, ſays it muſt be 
*««{v!-and I put myſelf entirely under his di- 
* reQion, becauſe I already reſpe& him as my 
* future —. 


% Now, I would not have your Lordſhip 
&« ſuppoſe any harm to have paſſed between me 
* and Clarence; on the contrary, it is well 
* known what a guard we keep over our con- 
* duct; yet, I dare fay, ſhall be finely ſlander- 
* ed in the Scandalous Chronicle. People 
judge by appearances ; and without appearances 

„there can be no remedy for the galling diſ- 
"eaſe of matrimony. | 

& Arthur 
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* Arthur has juſt ſenſe enough for our pur- 
'© poſe. He threatened me with a divorce, only fix 
© weeks after we became the to rment of each 
« other! —and for what? Why, only becauſe 
* hechanced to find me alone with Clarence, 
«© who, happening to ſtumble on the carpet, 
« fell at my feet, and I naturally held out my 
* hand to raiſe him I- The tyrant dared to ac- 
„ cuſe, and even to expoſe me, before a party 
© of old Tabb ies, which convinces me how ca- 
% ſy it will be to impoſe ſhadows for ſubſtance 
on his non-diſcriminating faculties. 


% Affure yourſelf, my dear Lord, whenever 
the time of my emancipation arrives, you will 
© not find the Counteſs of Clarence leſs emacu- 
late than when under your own roof. I hope 
te to ſee you before I aſſume my new title; but 
* my Lord will not preſume to kiſs your hands 
till I preſent him as your ſon, and the huſ- 
4 band of your dutiful daughter, 


A. ItsEWwORTH.” 


« P. 8. What I have written muſt remain a 
6 profound ſecret.” | 
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CHAP. XXIL 


EDUCATION. 


Lavy ISELEWORTH, flattercd by the ad- 
nii.-ation Lady Ann, either from policy or con- 
viction, beſtowed on Arabella and Matilda, con- 
ſulted her very ſerioufly as to the means by 
which they might receive the beſt poſſible poliſh, 
remarking, ** that though their perſons were to- 
lerable, their manners were intolerable !”? 


There Ientirely diſſent from your Lady- 
ſhip,” replied her oracle, „in my opinion 
they every way ſurpaſs their elder ſiſter !*? 


„Do you really think ſo? —I wiſh they may 
be as fortunate !”? 


« And why not, my pretty mama?“ 


« Ah, my dear, there are not three Dukes of 
Billberry ”? 


« But 
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Rut there is the young Duke of Richland, 
the devineſt animal in the whole peerage !—l 


can ſwear he will be as much attached to Ara- 
bella as the other is to Clariſſa !”? 


“ Certainly you forget that his Grace is 
lately married!“ 


True !—yet he may get himſelf divorced, 
or his wife may die land you know,” with an 
invidious ſmile, ** fuch prizes are worth wai- 
ting for at the wheel of fortune - And I ſup- 
poſe, when the bar is down, that a men are 
not ſuch fools as Lord Clarence, to transfer the 


love of his miſtreſs like a bank note, becauſe 
his friend has a fancy to poſſeſs it.“ 


«Nay but conſider, my dear,” cried Lady Iſle- 
worth, ** that the very foundation of your ridi- 
cule binds me eternally to Lord Clarence 
makes my whole family his debtors—arnd places 


the man who could offer fo great a ſacrifice above 
all the heroes of romance.“ 


” Well, there let us leave him,“ ſaid Lady 
Ann, laughing; and, ſince you are not ſatis- 
fed with contingencies, as in the caſe of his 


Grace of Richland, pray beſtow your thoughts 
on the Marquis of Crew.“ 


« Why, 
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* Why, I ſhould not diſlite his connection; 
but one never ſees him in public, and I hear 
his eſtabliſhment is extremely limited.” 


His debts, however, are unlimited 
which, according to the rules you have taught 
me, is extremely in his favour !“ 


* Very much fo, if one knew how he ſpends 
his money ſ—he gives no balls [ no faro 
bank !—invites nobody to his houſe !—makes 
no eclat on any occaſion !—There is very 
little merit in ſuch ſort of management!“ 


„Oh, merciteſs!” exclaimed Lady Ann, 
lifting up both hands, u hat will they ſay next * 
Poor couſin Crow! is thy plumage, once ſo 
captivating, all—all gone ?—have the wicked 
world not left thee ſo much as one wing-fea- 
ther?“ 


Charming - exquiſite Lady Ann !—But tell 
me, I beſeech you, is the houſe of Raven- 
crock nearly related to that of Benvour?“ 


« As nearly as two houſes can be related, who, 
like a man and his wife, look very pleaſantly at one 
another at a little diſtance; from local vicinity, 
without any more of family blood in our veins than 
5 their 
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there is in the walls of our caſtles. When chil- 
dren, I always uſcd to call the Marquis Coſin 


Crow, becauſe I knew it never failed to put him 


in a paſſion.“ 


© Has his Lordſhip ever been eſteemed a 
yonng man of remarkable promiſe ?” 


6 Oh, moſt laviſhingly promiſing !—but a 
thouſand times more notorious for breaking his 
promiſes.” 


„Well, well, there is no getting you to be 


ſerious !=—-He may do for Die or Stella by the 


time they are marriageable, but at preſent 1 
want to proceed with theſe my two handſome 
ſavages !— There is nobody in the world but 
yourſelf whoſe judgment I would conſult on their 
future education—Do dear creature, give me 
a ſyſtem l' 


„To be ſyſtematical then—In the firſt 


place, I would not be plagued with a parcel 


of ſtarch coxcombs, ſuch as dancing, ſinging- 
maſters, and the like, to teach them this, 
that, and the other, under my root.” 


Right !—perfeAly right!“ 
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© I would have nothing to do with them, 
or their teachers, till they were as perfeQly 
faſhioned as their own pretty mama!“ 


Agreeable flatterer l“ 


« Bfides, if I was a mother, I ſhould not 
admire three daughters fagging at my ſide 
like the church regiſter, to tell tales about 
births and marriages.” 


% But how ſhall I diſpoſe of them? 


Nothing upon earth ſo eaſy - My gover- 
neſs, who pretended to great alliances, was 
quite the belle Peſprit—entertaining to a de- 
gree knew every body and every thing!“ 


% What an acquiſition !“ 


« She continued at the Vi derneſ: I do not 
know how many years after the death of Lady 
Benvour, whom I do not remember. People 
did talk of a certain intimacy, at which ſhe only 
ſhrugged her ſhoulders, and was not to be fright- 
ened out of her ſituation. My father, on ſend- 
ing her away, made her quite comfortable.” 


« But tell me,” interrupted Lady Iſleworth, 
almoſt breathleſs with impatience, ** is ſhe en- 


gaged ? 
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gaged ? - are there any hopes that I may be for- 
tunate enough to fix her in my family?“ 


« Oh, dear, no ! - ſhe now lives quite ſtileiſh 
in a houſe of her own, where you may ſen 
the girls.“ 


Is that poſſible ?”? 


& Certainly ! and I have had it in my head 
this half hour; for Madam Flevetta has always 
ſix young rantipodes of quality to educate, and 
receives no more than two hundred guineas 
for each. Lady Charlotte Diaper and Lady 
Betty Hagg are quite fi niſhed—they are to 
come out on the birth-day when there muſt 
be two vacaucies,” 


«© How providential! - And will you, my 
dear Lady Ann, uſe your intereſt, that my two 
daughters may fill them?“ 


«© Depend on it !=-ſhe never refuſes my re- 
commendation, -T will puſh them down her 
throat, if ſhe refuſes to take under a certain 
rank !=-nobility is her paſſion !“ 


% Cannot you then tell her, in confidence, 
that we are on the very verge of the peerage ! 
—and, 
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—and, if ſhe has theſe ſort of objections, we had 


better remove them at once, by letting her in- 
to the ſecret!” | 


«© Lord! I may as well tell her you are on 


the verge of a precipice !/—ſhe would not trou- 
ble her head Whether you was lifted up or 
tumbled down—No matter, I know how 
to manage her ſctuples!” 


© Do but conquer them, and I am the moſt 
obliged perſon in the world !—I ſhall not think 
of taking t}.em back till their ſiſter is Ducheſs 
of Billderry !” 


% Say not ſo, my pretty mama; it would 
be monſtrous to think of converting a modern 
ſeminary into a ſchool for ancients !”? 


J profeſs not to underſtand your Lady- 
ſhip, though the ſcience of repartee has been the 
ſtudy of my life !—W hat can be your mean- 
ing?“ 


% Obviouſly, that the charming girls ſhould 


not be cooped up like nuns till they are grey 
headed.” 


a» wes wt _f 
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© Grey headed!” retorted Lady Ifleworth, 
„ pray, Lady Ann, how long do you fup- 
poſe it may be before the Duke of Billberry 


compleats his negociation for the hand of my 
daughter?“ 


« Why, I ſhould apprehend, not till the 
whole batch. of us are made into pecrs and 
peereſſes! for inſtance, your Ladyſhip and Sir 
Frederick in poſſefffan — Arthur and I in re- 
verſion !*? 


4% Now you ſpeak like yourſelf—Theſe 
things will certainly happen long before my 
little ones are grey-headed !”* 


Pretty mama, pray—pray be not offend- 
ed, for you know it is become the faſhion to 
call every body an old maid, or an old cat, 
who happens to turn the corner of twenty in 
bleſſed ſingleneſs! 


& Why, let me fee !—it is poſſible Ara- 
bella muy turn that corner under the inſtruc- 
tive tuition of your late admirable governeſs ; 
but Matilda, who is ſcarcely ſeventeen, will 
come out to much greater advantage ; for, 
-when I take home one, the other ſhall not be 
left behind. At all events, I am determined 
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they ſhall be ſucceed:d hy Diana and Stella, 
It is the ambition of my fooliſh maternal fond- 
neſs, that the girls, without exception, ſhould 
be all as rays to reflect the graces of their 
accompliſhed ſiſter - in- a -. 


Their accompliſhed fiter-in-law, with that 
' ſort of courteſy which indicates: much more of 
ridicule than reſpect, accompanied with geſ- 
ticulations perfectly grimacial, was acquitting 
herſelf of the obligation which a compliment 
ſo flattering faſtened on her gratitude without 
feeding hcr vanity, when the-entrance of the 
houſe ſteward, who had been ſent on a meſ- 
ſage, not only broke in upon the ſubjeQ, but 
alſo put an end to the conference. 


Now as ſo many wiſe plans have already 
been laid down by learned men an learned wo- 
men, concerning the education of young ladies, 
we think, except for variety's ſake, the whole 
Heworth ſyſtem might have been omitted, with- 
out loſs to the riſing generation. 


CHAP. 


P. 
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CH AP. XXIII. 


THE HOUSE, 


66 

Wril, Bliſſit P* cried Lady Iſle worth, in 
a tone of much agitation, the moment he ſet 
his foot within the door, am I to have the 
houſe ?“ 


Bliſſit, being thrifty of ſpeech, never ventu- 
red 10 ſpeak till he had firſt well weighed the 
number of words neceflary to indicate con- 
ſumption, and the queſtion was repeated. 


6 Am TI to have the houſe?” 


Before the anſwer, though it ſtruggled for 
birth, could be brought into the world, the co- 
lour of her ladythip changed like that of the 
fabulous cameleon ; and, having again recourſe 
to her ſmelling-bottle, a third time ſhe aſked, 
trembling with the irritation of ſuſpenſe— 


„ Am 


b 4 = —_*= > - * * =  — © > - 
LS 7 ” > - ** . 2 9 q oe F 
1 0 — a *& -- LS — — 0 
PL. : a. = - . 1 'S 
eie hy. ig * 4 o7 
bs . wr. .o . p ir 3 A; d * 7 ” 4 EL « FE 


. . 
9 


n 
ern 


9 
q — 9 
2 


4 —— 
EE — 3 „ 
La... — 4 - —_— of <& * 


= 4 P — 
> 
* + 
* 4 
— N. 1 
3 


5 92 
. * 


168 FASHIONABLE TNVOLVEMENTS, 
"oY I] to have the houſe ?”? 


« You may have it, my Lady!” 


* In the name of ſtupidity, why did you not 
tell me ſo at once? 


4 Don't hurry the poor old man !—you ſee 
his labour is extremely painful!“ 


% Lady Ann! Lady Ann!—you would not 
cenſure my anxiety if you knew the delightful 
houſe, and that I intended it for your future eſta- 
bliſhment '!—=So you are ſure, Bliſſit, that I 
may have it?“ 


«© Very ſure, my Lady.” 


„% Then ſtep back to the people tell them I 
muſt have immediate poſſeſſion l 


«© They expect to be paid for the leaſe, my 
Lady.” 


«Nonſenſe I take their houſe - give them 
five hundred a year — what have I to do with the 
leaſe? | 


% They 
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They aſk fix hundred — not bate a far- 
thing —I hope your Ladyſhip will have nothing 
to do with it.“ 


« But I certainly ſhall have ſomething to do 
with it!/——If I cannnot get it without, I ii have 
it, with the leaſe. Do you think I ſhall let the 
third. beſt houſe in Groſvenor-ſquare ſlip through 
my fingers for ſo paltry a conſideration ? Have 
greater reſpeA, Mr. Steward, for your maſter's 
heir, than to ſuppoſe it poſſible l“ 


© Your Ladyſhip had better not.“ 


% None of your advice !—Let the people 
know I am ready to pay for the leaſe.” 


Indeed, your Ladyſhip had better not.” 


«© You muſt certainly have ſome very parti- 
cular reaſon, old gentleman,” ſaid Lady Ann, 
1 for objeQing to your lady's liberality in pro- 
curing a quiet reſidence for Mr. Iflewocth and 
myſelt P? 7 


* The houſe in Groſvenor-ſquare will not be 
a quiet reſidence, my Lady.” 


Vor. II. [ % Perhapa, 
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Perhaps, then, it is haunted l“ 


% Ruin has haunted it a long time, my 
Lady“ 


% Oh, that ſpectre ſtalks about in all families 
of faſhion !—up ſtairs, down ſtairs! here, 
there, every where -e are quite familia ized 
to its ghaſtly countenance !—Pray, has it never 
croſſi d yaur path in the huuſes to which your 
ſervices have been attached?“ 


He gravely ſhook his head —it was all the an- 
ſwer he made to ſo eme a queſtion ; but in 
few words, began to r: count the diſaſterous ad- 
ventures of three ſeveral families u hich ſue- 
ceeded to each other in the Groſvenor-ſquare 
houſe, who had all come into it rich, and gone 
out of it poor. | 


Lady Ann laughed immoderwely.—. Lady 
Iſle worth's p.uſe of ſurpriſe at his freedom was 
broken. | beg you will not permit my 
ſervant to em er into ſuch ſort of details in your 
preſeiice,”” ſaid the grand conduQAreſs of all af- 
fairs, confuſed, irregular, and complicated. 
« Be gone, Bliſkc l“ 


« Where, 
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's Where, my Lady ?” 


F * To the houſe Order my coach this mo- : 
ment !—I ſhall take Lady Ann to ſee it before 2F-- 
. I conclude the purchaſe.” * 
} % Now, in the name of wonder, why would £2 
: you interrupt my amuſemem ?—ls any thing . 
: upon earth ſo chai ming as to hear what becomes oh" 
of people whom one has known but ſuddenly Miſ- 12 
ſes, without gucſſing why or wherefore their * 
; places in aur eireles ace vacuated ?”? . 
* 
- « Surely, Lady Ann, no credit aſſimilates 4. 
with information obtained through the channel 5 
x of our domeſtics ? 22 
C « On the contrary, I give them more credit 
than | beſtow on reporters of any other claſs.” 
J « Certainly your Lady ſhip is mighty fin» 
3 gular.” 
, 
r % Far from it -I know an hundred of the 
2 ſame opinion. I wiſh you had not ſent away 
- the old man, for he divcried me extremely,” 
« There is the coach!” cried Lady Ille- 
, worth, as if glad to get rid of a converſation 


1 2 which 
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which had, ſome how or other, incumbered her 
compoſure.— “ I have laid out a delightful 
tour -I muſt firſt procure your approbation 
of the houſe—next take you to chuſe furniture 
—afterwards call to ſecure your opera-box— 
and then, I think, we ſhall not be too early for 
the divine Madame Flevetta /—poſitively you 
muſt introduce her to me this very morning 
I ſicken with impatience for the ſight of that 
all· accompliſhed creature, and ſhall die with 
mortification if ſhe docs not conſent to give my 
rough diamonds ſ mething cf the fame beauti- 
ful poliſh your Ladyſhip ſo eminently poſſeſſes !“ 


Herculean would be our labour to keep pace 
with thoſe wi eels whoſe velocity out-run all 
other motio , wien direged by two wilful 
women, madly purſuing pleaſure or extrava- 
gance, unitedly the purſuit of that precious 
pair, now rattling over the pavement to fulfil 
their various appointments. Suffice it to ſay, 
Lady Ann's well-feigned violent admiration of 
the Groſvenor-ſquare houſe, entirely counter- 
feit, for the purpoſe of helping the family of 
her huſband on to the very brink of perdition, 
where ſhe meditated to turn her back upon 
them for ever, produced the deſired effet; for, 
though ſhe neither made obſervations herſelf as 

ſhe 
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ſhe hurried through the ſpacious apartments, or 
attended to thoſe pointed out by Lady Iſle worth, 
yet a few rapturous expreſſions, judiciouſly ap- 
plied, at once compleated her lady ſhip's gratifi- 
cation, and the eagerly defired purchaſe. 


The fame ſportive inclination to miſchief 
accompanied Lady Ann fiom ſhop to ſhop, 
through the whole of their morning peregrina- 
tions: ſhe fell in love with every thing uncom- 
mon, and expired for every thing that was ex- 
penſive, till, meeting with no obſtruct ions to 
her ruinous fancies, ſhe grew tired with in- 
dulging them, even before Lady Iſleworth ima- 
gined that half her profuſe orders for ornamen- 
tal furniture had been iſſued; and when her 
fecond ſelf propoſed adjourning to Madame Fle- 
vetta's, whoſe time for receiving viſits would 
otherwiſe elapſe, ſhe replied— 


&© Then, for Heaven's ſake, let us not loſe 
another moment—to-morrow will be ſoon 
enough for the opera-box; and, as to theſe 
people, they may wait on you at home to 
reccive your Ladyſhip's farther direQions.” 


The next inſtant found them re- ſeated in 
their carriage. 
WE CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXIV. 


THE GOVERN ESS. 


— TOPPING at the door of an handſome 
houſe in ſtreet, Lady Ann, being told 
Madame Flevetta was at home, bounced from 
the ſplendid equipage without ceremony, deſi- 
red her companion to follow, ran into the hall, 
mounted the ſtair- caſe, and ruſhed to the draw- 
ing- room, before the ſervant who preceded her 
could poſſibly announce her approach. 


At the door ſhe made a ſhort pauſe—it was 
the pauſe of aſtoniſhment, at beholding Lord 
Benvour ſiti ing on a ſofa, by the fide of Ma- 
dame Flevuetta. 


Shame had no part in the compoſition of 
Lady Ann, and cunning never deſerted her. 


She would have gone forward—ſhe felt no 
fear of her father's reſentment, though as 
| 00 
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yet he had returned no anſwer to her curious 
pen tential epiſtle—ſhe felt no mortification at 
what ſhe conſidered the renewal ef, an ancient 
partiality for Madame F'evetta—ſhe had no wth 
to interrupt the tender t te-d- t te; on the con- 


trary, ha policy pe: mitted her to break in up- 


on the lovers? privacy, ſhe would have laughed 
at, rather than frowned upon them. 


Intereſted only for the ſucceſs of her own 
affairs, and by no means cei tain that her father, 
ſhould he happen to be out of humour, would 
not expoſe her plans before they were ripe for 
execution, to Arthur's mother, who may again 
repeat them to Arthur himſelf, ſuddenly ſhe 
turned back, under pretence of whiſpering a few 
nothings in the ear of Lady Iſleworth ; by which 
contrivance ſhe gave his lordſhip, who muſt 
have ſeen her enter as well as retreat, the op- 
tional choice of avoiding or meeting her. 


Every thing happened to her wiſh : for, be- 
fore ſhe preſented the ladies to each other, the 
noble viſitor had vaniſhed, and left his chere ami 
in the full poſſcſſion of all that native intrepi- 
dity ever invulnerable to the ihafts of accident, 
whereby ſhe was enabled to give, unuffled, 

14 the 
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the daughter of Lord Benvour a very affection- 
ate, and Lady Iſleworth a very gracious re- 
ception. 


Oh!” cried the former, as ſoon as they 
were ſeated, ** Am I not a good creature to 
bring you my pretty mama, whom you know 
I have done nothing but rave about ever ſince 
I married the edorab/e Arthur!“ 


Madame, more indebted to animation than 
beauty for her powers of captivation, convey- 
ed, in her ſmiling aſſent to this requiſition, the 
moſt flattering approbation and the moſt con- 
ſummate ridicule ; the one as pointedly under- 
ſtocd by Lady Ann as the other was eagerly 
adopted by her pretty mama. 


% You are ſenſible, my dear, that I am not 
prone to vanity,” ſaid her ladyſhip, or I 
ſhould be abſolutely overwhelmed by your re- 
preſentation of me to your charming friend. 
Arthur is equally indebted on the ſame ſcore ; 
for I declare to you, Madame Flevctta, that 
this is the fr ft time I ever heard her ſly ladyſhip 
call my ſon her adorable.” 


% And it may be the aft,” retorted Lady 
Ann, “ becauſe fouls only repeat the ſame 
things twice over.“ 


I dat 
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I doat on your wit, but pray do not let it 
run away with your memory,” faid Lady Ifle- 
worth; I beg your Ladyſhip will explain to 
Madame Flevetta the domeſflic motive of my in- 
truſion.” 


Lady Ann immediately began her negociation 
after this whimſical manner— 


« Why, you muſt know, Flevetta, we have 
more raw girls upon our hands than we know 
how to diſpoſe of, if you do not conſent to take 


them, and work them into ſumething like 
faſhion.” 


© Lady Ifleworth drew up at hearing her 


daughters ſpoken of ſo contemptuouſly, and aſked 
Madame, if ſhe might hope Miſs Arabella 
Iſleworth, together with her ſiſter Matilda, 
could be accommodated in her family, and re- 
ccive the advantage of her tuition ?”? 


8 Flevetta, turning her large dark eyes, 
full of complacency, on the beſeeching coun- 
tenance of her new acquaintance, lamented 
with all poſſible good breeding, her incapacity 
to avail herſclf of Lady Ifleworth's condeſcen- 
ſion, having no likelihood of any immediate va- 
caney. 


15 And 
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And I have no patience with all this non- 
ſenſe l' cried Lady Ann. In three words, 
the caſe is this Ve have at pteſent two fine 
blood-colts ready for the harneſs, with two 
others in the ſtable, to whom the bridle of re- 
ſtraint will become neceſſary. Enraptured by 
the ſpecimen I exhibit of your art in the ma- 
nege, my pretty mama will break her heart, 
and I ſhall hate you as long as I Ive, unleſs you 
take our little ones, vacancy or no vacancy, into 
training.“ 


4 Strange creature!” exclaimed Lady Iſle- 
worth; * you ſpeak my ſentiments, but in 
what cobweb cloathing do you preſent them 
to Madame Flavetta ?* 


« Juſt as I preſent myſelf to the world,“ 
retorted her witty ladyſhip, and as all people 
in the world preſent themſelves to each orher. 
— Look at m look at youre look at Madame 
Fleveita what are our delicate muſlins and 
thin peticoats more than cobweb coverings ?”? 


«© Her ladyſhip was born with excellent ta- 
lents for comedy, obſerved the belle governeſs, 
* none of my preſent ſet will ever poſleſs 
half her cleverneſs.“ 


« Now 
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% Now you talk of your preſent brood, pray 
let us ſee them.” 


& I ſhould like vaſtly to catch a peep at the 


future companions of the Miſs Ifſleworths,” 
re-echoed their provident mama; © I cannet, 


I will not ſuppoſe my girls ſo unfortunate as to 
be abſolutely rejected when a vacancy ſhall hap- 
pen in this delightful family ; only, dear inadam, 
promiſe them the preferen:e - indeed, | cannot 
take my leave, without carrying away this en- 
chanting promiſe.” 


« I wiſh I could indulge your curiefity, ladies, 
as well as aſſure Lady Iſleworth how much 1 
ſhall think myſelf honoured with the charge of 
her fair daughters ; but Lady Charlotte is taken 
out by my Lady Angelhook and her brother the 
elegant Colonel, to a raffle—Lady Betty is gone 
with a young party to Windſot — and the Old 
Counteſs of Doubledon's grand-daughter, with 
her three couſins, has given me the flip, to pro- 
cure ſome new publications from the circulating 
library in Bond-ſtreet.” 


Soon after the female trio who formed this 
converſation ſeparated, Lady Iſle worth returned 
home the moſt delighted, Lady Ann the moſt 
diverted of mortals, and Madame remained 
alone, 
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alone, to renew her tete d-tete with Lord 


Benvour, who, during the ſhort interruption, 
had amuſed himſelf in the examination of 
ſome capital prints in the next apartment. 


And here it may not be amiſs to enter, for 
a moment, into his lordſhip's ſentiments, pri- 
or as well as ſubſequent to the receipt of his 
daughter's letter, artfully calculated to flatter 
his ambition and gratify his revenge. 


Parents ſeldom look to their own conduct 
for the mirror which would ſhew them their 
virtues, their vices, or their errors, reflected 
in that of their children. 


Before the birth of his only legitimate off- 
ſpring, Lord Benvour had connected himſelf 
by a very tender attachment to a little French 
orphan, ſupported by the charity of his lady, 
whoſe only reward for her benevolence was 
a broken heart. —Jealouſy-embittered her days, 
and vexation ſhortened them. 


Mademoiſelle now aſſumed the title of Ma- 
dame Flevettz, on the immediate appoint- 
ment of governeſs to the lovely infant of her 
il-treated benefaQreſs, 


She 


- 
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She accepted the ſituation with reluQtance, 
having aſpired to the very firſt in the family 
of her enamorata ; but, finding him proof againſt 
fits, tears, and entreaties, to admit her a 
partner in all the privileges of his rank, ſhe 
condeſcended to nccept the office of preceptreſs 
to a little innocent, hardly four years old, whoſe 
morals, at fifteen, were compleatly warped 
by precept—every ſenſe of ſhame ſmothered 
by habtt—and the moſt daring profligacy ac- 


quired by example. 


On Lady Ann's elopement, her father felt 
his diſappointment much more pungently than 
he choſe to acknowledge; he therefore ſeem- 
ed to treat her imprudence with cold con- 
tempt rather than burning anger. 


Madame Flevetta, wha two years be'ore 
had formed an eftabliſhment of her own, but 
preſerved ſome dregs of her former influence 
over his intoxicated ſenſes, knew how to re- 
move the burden of accufation from the 
ſhoulders of her ci- devant pupil, by throwing the 
ſubſtantial guilt on thoſe of her ſeducers, and 
leaving only the ſhadow refi-Qed on the re- 
putation of her favourite. 


Theſe 
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Theſe frequent repreſentations added fo 
much fuel to the flame of his lordſhip's wrath 
againſt the Iſleworths, that before he anſwered 
the letter addreſſed to him by Sir Frederick, 
in extenuation of his ſon's offences, he had 
offered his hand to one of his tenant's daugh- 
ters, in hopes that the birth of an heir might 
cruſh all their expeQations, leaving them no- 
thing to feed on in the ſtorchouſe of Futurity. 


The ſudden death of his intended Counteſs 
brought his lordſhip to town, in purſuit of a 
more ſtable fair one; and, whilft looking round 
the royal.circle to make his eled ion, his eyes fell 
upon his daughter. 


He felt more affeQion for her at that mo- 
ment than he had ever felt before, and ſaid to 
himſelf, 2s he turned away from the occaſional 
glances of Lady Ifl:worth—* Curſe the old 
coquette —If Ann could break her fetters I 
would forgive her for putting them on.” 


His lordſhip continued in the ſame peace- 
able ſtate of mind to the moment when Lady 
Ann's epiſtle reached his hands, which, ihe 
ſame day, he perſonally conveyed to thoſe of 
Madame Flevetta, who ſtrengthened his newly 
revived ſentiments in favour of Lady Ann fo 

much, 
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much, that he renounced the ſcheme of a ſe- 
cond marriage, and, in the ſpeculation of her 
ladyſhip's arrangements, added to a fpl:ndid 
alliance in reverſion, he fat himſelf down per- 
fealy content wilh his domeſtic proſpeQs, de- 
termined to remain neuter till he could receive 
his daughter as Counteſs of Clarence; for 
which reaſon alone he would enter into no cor- 
reſpondence with, or even look at Lady Ann, 
when ſhe came upon him by ſurpriſe in- the 
houſe of Madame Flevetta. 


He wiſhed ſucceſs to the cauſe with his whole 
ſoul, but is interference, he thought, would 
retard rather than promote it. To know that his 
daughter was an adultreſs gave him leſs pain 
than he received pleaſure, from the corfſidera- 
tion of the diſgrace her criminality would draw 
dowu on her huſband and his family.-He 
weuld neither write to or converſe with his 
daughter prior to her emancipation, but reſolved, 
wherever chance might throw him in the way 
of Lord Clarence, to treat him with marked 
diſtinction, as the prelude to a perfect recon- 
ciliation when the grand event ſhould be ac- 
compliſhed. 
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CHAT AXY. -* 


WHAT MAY BE EXPECTED. 


Clams, having once opened her heart 
to Mrs. St, Edmonds, reſpeQing its inquietude 
for a firſt, and, as ſhe feared, an unfortunate 
paſſion, found ſo ſweet a conſolation from the 
maternal tenderneſs with which ſhe would now 
ſoothe the ſmart of diſappointment, now 
ſtrengt hen the wounded mind to ſupport it, that 
by degrees, like a flower in the bud, ſhe un- 
folded every riſing thought to the comforting 
warmth offriendly confidence, a type appropriate 
to deſcribe that bleſſed luminary before whoſeehe- 
riſhing rays Nature proudly diſplays her whole 
ſtore of concealed treaſures. So loves the baſhful 
maiden bluſhingly to yield up her deareſt ſecrets 
on the boſom of friendſhip. 


Mrs. St. Edmonds managed her ſtricken pa- 


tient with ſuch ſkilful addreſs, that, in ſpite ef 
Percival Bateman's obſtinate filence, ſhe could 
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not but flatter herſelf Clariſſa's cure was more 
than half effected. 


Her progreſs in the acquirement of health 
her renovated ſpirits—the compoſure with which 
ſhe reaſoned on the probability of her lover's 
being unfaithful=—her ſenſible plans for ſuppor- 
ting the dignity of her own. conduQ, by ſend- 
ing back all PercivaPs letters, as ſoon as ſhe 
ſhould be informed of his return to Britain—and 
frequent proteſtations never more to think upon 


him, except with the moſt pe rfe & diffcrence 


— not only impoſed on the credulity of Mrs. 


St. Edmonds, but completely deceived her- 
ſelf. 


The Queen's birth-day happened at the dif- 
tance of three weeks from the time of Lady 
Ann's preſentation, and Miſs Iſſeworth was 
again ſummoned to ſwell out the train of this 
ſecond pompous exhibition. 


The order came accompanied with a very 
civil requeſt from her mother, ſoliciting Mr. 
Curry's permiſſion for Clariſſa to remain in 
town till the week following, to receive her 
father and amuſe her ſiſters, ** who, poor things, 
were moped to death,” ſhe ſaid, © for want of 
ſociety.” 


However 
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However mortifying the neceſſity for parting 
ſo many days from their darling inmate, neither 
M r. Curry or Mrs. St. Edmonds threw any 
imp<diments in the path of her obedience, to 
which ſhe yielded with reluQance, having al- 
ready learned how to eſtimate rational enjoy- 
ments, and how to deſpiſe the purſuits of a diſ- 
fipated mul. itude. 


Something like a fad pre- ſentiment clung upon 
her ideas as ſhe entered the mauſion of extra- 
vagance. Urſula, who knew her young lady 
was expected, anxiouſly waited her arrival at a 
window, from whence ſhe fl down to the 
hall and met her at the door, where with all the 
ignorant ſignals of aſtoniſhment peculiar to her 
ſtation, ſhe announced the elopement of Ara» 
bella and Matilda, who before their mother re- 
turned from the Haymarket maſquerade, had 
that morning made their eſcape from the tapeſ- 
try chamber, and were gone off with two gen- 
tlemen, who had been ſeen to carry them away 


in a coach and fix at the bottom of — 


ſtreet. 


Leſs ſurpriſed then grieved at her ſiſter's 
miſconduQ, Clariſſa ruſhed into the preſence 
of Lady Iſleworth, expecting to have found 
her in as pitiable a ſituation as when ſtruggling 


with 


22 8 
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with thoſe horrible hyſterick fits to which ſhe 
had ſeen her reduced by the ſimple operation of 
an undertaker's epiſtle ; but, inſtead of finding 
an afflicted mother, torn with anguiſh for the 
fate of her imprudent children, ſhe ſaw her 
lady ſhip fitting before a glaſs, fancifully adjuſt- 
ing, by way of rehearſal, the ornaments which 
were intended to adorn her own perſon the day 
following. 


ec Oh, mama cried Clariſſa, tkrowing her · 
ſelf on a chair, and burſting into tears, which 
impeded her farther utterance. 


6 Well, what's the matter now, Miſs Iſle- 
worth? Your ſiſters are gone '—that is neither 
your fault nor mine. -We muſt forget them and 
their diſgrace altogether.—Y ou, as well as Ar- 
thur, Diana, and Stella, will fare the better 
for their indiſcretion.“ 


% Say not ſo, mama—T would rather be a 
beggar than enriched by their ſhame ! Dear 
mama, may they not yet be overtaken ?”* 


« Yes, child !—No doubt when they are 
acquainted with the cream, and refle& that they 
have only given themſelves to the very ſcum 
of the nation, repentance will overtake them.” 

6 But 
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* But the people you muſt have ſent to pur- 
ſue the ill-fated girls, may they not be in time 
to- reſcue them from incurring the dreadful 
penalty of their errors?“ 


* Are you out of your ſenſes too, Miſs Iſle- 
worth | Do you ſuppoſe I have not enough to 
employ my ſervants, ſo near the birth-day, 
without ſending them God knows where, gal- 
loping after two run-aways — No, let them 
follow their own inventions—] have done with 
them for ever !———Now, tell me your opinion 
of this cap—it is ſent home, you ſee, with only 
two feathers—three, I think, would be much 
handſomer, and infinitely more becoming.— 
Lord! child, dry up your tears, or go to your 


chamber !—ſuch ſorrowful countenances always 


give me the vapours.“ 


Unable to obey this lack-feeling command in 
its firſt inſtance, with the ſecond Clariſſa readi- 
ly acquieſced, there to lament her ſiſters? im- 
prudence and her mother's inſenſibility; but 
was not long ſuffered to enjoy that privilege 
unmoleſted, it being interrupted by a ſummons 
from her ladyſhip, who faſtened on her reluc- 
tant duty the diſagreeable taſk of informing Sir 


Frederick with every peculiar reſpecting the 


elopement of his two daughters, which, though 
| amounting 
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amounting to no more than that they were gone, 
and had been ſcen to enter a coach, conducted by 
two young men, at four in the morning, Cla- 
riſſa could not retrace on paper, without ming- 


ling her ink with the overflowings of her own 
ſadneſs. 


Maugre the reſpeAful, but energetic elo- 
quence of all the filial remonſtrances that cuuld 
be advanced by Miſs Ifleworth, to perſuade 
her infatuated mother of the impropriet y which 
might reflect on their own characters, by going 
into publie ſo immediately ſubſequent to their 
family mis fortune, her ſenſible obſervations 
produced no change in the reſolution of Lady 
Iſle worth to Court ſhe wand go—and Lady 
Ann ſupported the fiat, by a declaration, “that 
ſhe had no notion of young women turning dic- 
ators ; even leſs, that the frolicks of two giddy- 
pated chits ſbau/d overturn the ſyſtem of wiſer 
people. Clariſſa did not, in her own mind, 
admit of the diſtinction, but, fearing that any 
retort might offend her mother, ſhe remained 
filent, and the next day attended them to the 
drawing-room, the whole party more ſplendid- 
ly, and, if poſſible, more extravagantly equip- 
ped, than on the bridal preſentation ; to the ex- 
pence ofwhich might be added the richly embrot- 
dered cfulgent coat of the bridegroom, whom 2 
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weighty bribe from his doating mama had pre- 
vailed on for once to ſhew his handſome perſon 
in the royal circle? for which honour he duly 
prepared himſeif, by attendiug the preceding 
day at the King's levee. 


CH AP. XXVL 


THE TOUCHSTONE OE HEROTSM, 


| | [ryrrTO we have ſeen Clariſſa ſuſtain 


her own tender ditappuintments, whether real 
or imaginary, with much greater firmneſs than 
| ſhe luppo ted the ruinous conſequences of her 
parents* diſſipation ; but let us behold her in the 
very a& of lui veying, with fixed eyes and chan- 
ging colour, Percival, her beloved Percival, 
knecling to kiſs the fair haud of majeſty, aud 
we ſhall diſcover h.r former univerſal commiſe- 
ration all concentered in the molt torturing ago- 
ny of ſclfiſh deſpair, every moment exag gera- 
ted by the whiſpers which reached her ear from 
an admiring crowd of ipeQators, that his pre- 
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ſent ation by Lord Dunſton was the prelude of 
his marriage with hiz amiable couſin, the eldeſt 
daughter of that nobleman—1er ſoul ſickened 
at th: officious report—her eycs cloſed — 
her head grew giddy — Lord Cla ence caught her 
in his arms, when no longer ab'e to ſupport 
herſelf, and with the aſſiſtance of her bro her, 
bore the lifeleſs burden to an ou er roo n, fol- 
lowed by Lady Ann and Lady ifleworth, who 
inſiſted on her being ſent home the moment the 
began to recover, leaving the gentlemen to con- 


duct her, whilſt they themſelves returned to 
the circle. 


Harris, greatly alarmed for her young lady, 
whom ſhe ſaw in a ſtate of inſenſibility, ſent 
for the houſehuld apothecarv, by whoſe orders 
ſhe was conveyed to bed, the room darkened, 
quiet preſcribed, and a terrible fever prognoſ- 
ticated, which, before the ladi.s re- entered the 
houſe, was in port verified; “ but not ſo bad,“ 
obſerved her mother, to the phyſical attendant, 
from whom, without going into the fick cham- 
ber, ſhe liſtened to a long train of unſortunate 


ſymptoms—** not ½ bad as to prevent my at- | 


tending Lady Ann to the ball— the poor child 
will be better to-morrow ; or, if worſe, you 


may ſend for Dr, W D 
| ere 
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Here let me obſerve, that this tender parent, not 
to diſturb the repoſe of her ſuffering daughter, 
had the great conſideration to order change of 
dreſſes for herſelf and Arthur's wife ar the 
Groſvenor-ſquare houſe, by this time complete- 
ly furniſhed, having engaged to conclude the 
night with a ſele& party of Fare“ honourable fa- 
mily. 


Before midnight Clariſſa became delirious: 
the phyſician arrived, pronounced her diſorder 
the ſmall pox, but gave hopes that the ſort would 
be favourable. Harris acquainted hee lady with 
theſe particulars, whilſt unmaking her toilet at 
five o'clock in the morning, who ſaid ſhe would 
be called at whatever hour Dr. W re- 
peated his viſit, devoutly praying, not for the 
life of Miſs Weworth, but the preſervation of 
her beauty. When told he was juſt come from 
the ſick chamber, and waited her ladyſhip's 
commands, ſhe declared herſelf ſo fatigued, and 
ſo very ſleepy, that it was impoſſible ſhe could 
get up, but ſhould thank him if he would come 
to her,bed-fide. He readily acquieſced ; con- 
firmed her moſt ſanguine hopes, that the charms 
of her daughter were threatened with no dimi- 
nution.—** The fever,” he ſaid, had abated, 
the puſtules appeared, and every thing was in 
a fair train for her ſpeedy recovery.” 


66 You 
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matron, ** what exquiſite pleaſure it gives me, 
to hear you ſay that this dirty diſeaſe will leave 
none of its diſguſting traces on the features of 
Clariſſa.— And now,” preſenting him with a 
double fee, together with one of her nat uncome- 
ly hands, © be is ſo good as to tell me, ſincere» 
ly, if I am equal to any particular exertions.”? 


& Your pulſe, Madam, he replied, drily, 
after ſerious examination, * beats in perfe& 


uniſon with thoſe of moſt other ladies of your 


own rank in ſociety.” 


4 But do you think I may venture to take a 
journey?“ 


« Certainly.” S 


« And that I ſhall have ſtrength enough, at 


the end of it, to enter upon a mighty aQive ſi- 
tuation?“ 


* What your Ladyſhip Fas done is the beſt 
encouragement for what you may yet be able to 
do. 97 

The ſecret now came out, that ſhe had, 0 on 
the preceding evening, learned from undoubted 
authority, Parliament would diſſolve the next 

Vol. II. K day 
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day but one; upon which intelligence ſhe had made 
a party with her ſon, Lady Ann, and Lord Cla- 
rence, to give Sir Frederick their perſonal ſupport 
in carrying his eleQion.—** And you know, my 
dear Sir,“ ſaid ſhe, ©* what a bore it muſt be to 
preſide over the entertaiuments of ſuch a /winiſh 
multitude. But without this ſacrifice Sir Fre- 
derick will make no hand of it.” 


Dr. W. kintcd, ** that as the members 
would not be returned immeditately, it might 
be better, both for her health and ſatisfaction, 
to delay the journey until Miſs Heworth's reco- 
very ſhould be completely eſtabliſhed.“ 


To the firſt part of this remonſtrance ſhe re- 
plicd, that delays were dangerous, and mary 
rotes right be loft o her hvſband, which the 
charming vivacity of Lady Ann would certain- 
ly ſecure.” — As to the ſccond, ſhe aſſured 
him, when taking | is leave, that ſhe ſhould, 
ſoon as ſhe coulu get up, write to Miſs Iſleworth's 
city acquaĩnt nee, a mighty notable gentlewo- 
man, to come and ſupply the place of nurſe in 
her abſence — She actually did, that very 
day, addreſs a letter to Mrs. St Edmonds; and 
in the evening this diſtracted party took their 
departure for ——= ſhire, where their company 
was neither expected or deſire d. 


His 
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His ſiſter attended Mr, Curry to Portman- 
ſquare, in conſequence of the unpleaſant intelli- 
gence conveyed to them by the mother of their 
adopted darling, mutte: ing execrations the whole 
way on the unfeeling parent, who could thus 
abandon her child to the moſt virulent of all 
diſeaſes. But finding, by the evidence of his 
own ſenſes, its ſymptoms uncommonly favour- 
able, his alarms, though not his anger ſubſided ; 
and, ſending for the maitreſſe d' hotel, he inform- 
ed her, that neither Mrs. St Edmonds or him- 
ſelf ſhould leave the houſe till Miſs Ifleworth 
could return with them; at the ſame time, put- 
ting thirty guineas into her hand, he deſired ſhe 
would provide for t!.cic accommodation. 


Clariſſa did not detai.: them long on this cha- 
ritable viſit ; ſhe reccived them in her dreſſing- 
room, and four days aſter, with the perfect ap- 
probation of Dr. V. , ſhe attended them 
back to Enfic!d, with only tic mark of two 
ſmall crimſon ſpots on her left cheek, and a 
thorn in her heart, which all the tender ſkill of 
her affeQtionate confidential friend vainly en- 
deavoured to extract, Mrs. St Edmonds ſcorn- 
ed to adminiſter for the true balſam of hope the 
quack medicine of fantaſy : ſhe believed Percival 
really unfaithful ; therefore had no recourſe to 


K 2 probabilities 


a4 . ra» 


r96 FASHIONABLE INVOLVEMENTS. 


probabilities or poſſibilities to hoowink the ſenſes of 
an amiable gil, already but too ſuſceptible. In 
a few weeks ſhe had reaſon to congratulate her- 
ſelf on the ſucceſs of her new mode of practiſing 
on a wounded ſpirit : Clariſſa's chearfulneſs re- 
turned; ſhe ſeldom ſpoke of her lover; and every 
thing went on as before accident threw —_ 
in her way at St. James's. 


Lady Ifleworth reckoned erroneouſly, in ſup- 
poſing the preſence of her riotons party at — 
would aſſiſt the cauſe of Sir Frederick; nothing 
could have been more ma'-a- propor ; he curſed 
their officiouſneſs from the very bottom of his 
heart; and, had he ever been in the habit of 
command, er the ladies in that of obedience, 
they muft have decamped: inſtead thereof, 
they ſet themſelves down at an hotel, the head- 
quarters of Sir Frederick, where he livedpretty 
nearly at the ſame rate that a Prince of the blood 
would have been charged in Pall-Mall or Ger- 
main-ſtreet. 


Lady Ifleworth gave balls, concerts, and 
maſquerades.— Lady Ann, driven by Lord Cla- 
rence in his curricle, begged from door to door, 
and offered her fair cheek to the lips of every 
greaſy voter inclined to tafie of its ambroſial 

ſweetneſs. — 
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ſweetneſs. —Arthur got drunk oftener than once 
in the four and twenty hours. Whilſt Sir Fre- 
derick walked about ſullen and filent, like the 
ghoſt of his own departed hopes, martyred be 
anticipation, having firſt ſquandered ſeven 
thouſand pounds, that his ſon might ſuccceed 
him in the borough when himſelf ſhould be call- 
ed uptothe Houſe of Lords. 


The mother of Arthur perſiſted in her uſual 
creed, that every thing was going on juſt as it 
ſhould do ;—the wife of Arthur boaſted, that 
her condeſcenſions had made more voters than all 
the Baronet's gold ;—whilſt Arthur himſelf, 
when bleſſed with the powers of articulation, 
ſwore that ſtrong beer and roaſt” beef were the 
very beſt friends in their intereſt. 


Amidſt the convivial harmony of an election, 
it will net appear extraordinary that the hitherto 
diſcreet lovers ſhould, at an unguarded moment, 
have furniſhed Mr. Ifleworth with all the mate- 
rials for a divorce—that Lady Ann ſhuuld be ſent 
back to her father—Lord Clarence ſcamper off 
from the field of deteQion—that Lady Iſle worth 
ſhou!d plead for her amiable, but tas unfortunate 
daughter-in-law—that ſhe ſhould attribute the 
accident to poor Arthur's flovenly inattentions— 
OD K 3 tha 
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that poor Arthur ſhould feel himſelf the happieſt 
of the whole party—or that Sir Frederick ſhould 
curſe them altogether. 


Such were our divided family on the eve of the 
election, ſome going one way, ſome another; 
but, though Lady Ann and Lord Clarence took 
different roads, they met by appointment at 
— „and one chaiſe conveyed them to 
the houſe of her lady ſhip's ci-devant governeſs. 


Arthur, panting for freedom, turned a deaf 
ear to the commands of his father, beheld with 
indifference the affected fits of his mother, and 


galloped away towards Doctor's Commons for 
redreſs of grievances. 


He firſt alighted in Portman-ſquare to re- 
freſh ; but there no refreſhment could be pro- 
duced, except one ſervant only; the whole 
houſehold, together with his two little ſifters, 
had emigrated to Enfield Chace, and the goods 
of his father were once more under requiſition. 
Hebeſtowed ſome hearty anz:-bleſſings on the law- 
agents, and made the beſt of his way to his own 
houſe in Groſvenor-ſquare, without finding his 
condition changed for the better, a ſecond bat- 

talion 
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talion from the corps legal having taken poſſeſſion 
of that alſo.— How all theſe matters came about 


will be the ſubje& of the next chapter. 


CHAP. XXVII. 


VARIETY. 


Lor Iſleworth, when ſhe agreed for the 
leaſe of the houſes gave a check upon old 
Bateman for the purchaſe-money, her ready 
| caſh b.ing nearly diſſipated. Of this ſhe ad- 
vertiſed him by a well-ſtudied billet-doux, not 
doubting but he who had done /a much would do 
more, on the ſame uſurious terms. A carte blanche 
accompanied her note, which he was at liberty 
to fill up with what figures he pleaſed, whether 
for fix hundred or fix thouſand pounds was a 
matter of the utmoſt indifference to her ladyſhip, 
and the next day ſhe ſet out to join her huſ- 
band at . 
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The perſon who received the check, well ſa- 
tisfied as to the credit of Bateman, delayed more 
than a week, till other buſineſs cartied him to 
the city, before he preſented it for payment, 
when, to his utter aſtoniſhment, it was not only 
ſimply protefled, but with ſuch vehement ex- 
ecrations on the extravagance of Lady Iſleworth, 
that, as ſoon as he returned home, he ſent in an 
execution to ſecure himſelf; which no ſooner 
took air, than the proprietor of the Portman- 
ſquare houſe, to whom Sir Frederick was two 
years in arrears for rent, followed his example. 


Theſe ſteps proclaimed ſo general an alarm 
amongſt the numerous herd of the Baronet's cre- 
ditors, that one of them, wiſer than the reſt, 
the loſs of whoſe debt would have been his 
total deſtruction, poſted away to ——— 
where he arrived juſt in time to be — 
with the news, that Sir Frederick had that 
day loſt his election by a very great majority; 
on which agreeable tidings he turned the 
head of his horſe, got into the diligence 
at the firſt ſtage, arrived in London at ten 
the next morning, and, by the aſſiſtance 
of his ſolicitor, provided the neceſſary forms 
for obtaining perſonal ſecurity on the ex-mem- 
ber, whoſe return to town he awaited with 
extreme impatience. 


Executions 
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Executions in great houſes, though but lightly 
treated by the heads, are ſometimes conſidered 
by the inferior members of a family as very ſe- 
rious diſaſters: and this ſecond intruſion on the 
premiſes of their abſent maſter, conducted with 
little ceremony and leſs delicacy, not only tright- 
ened the ſervants, but the nurſery babes were 
ſo completely terrified, that Urſula, leaving 
them in the very ad of ſcreaming to be comfort- 
ed by the houſe-keeper, went with all exedi- 
tion to Broad ſtreet, where ſhe told her tale of 
woe with ſo much feeling, that in leſs than an 
hour Mr. Curry relcaſed the weeping children 
from their captivity, and conveyed them to 
Enfield, with orders for as many of the ſer- 
vants as choſe to accept the humane invitati- 
on to follow them thither, on being aſſured 
they had neither money or credit by which they 
might exiſt till the return of Sir Frederick. No 
wonder, then, that his hoſpitable villa ſhould 
be filled with the innocent victims of crimi- 
nal diſſipation. | 


Mr. Curry, with one of his little proteg#es 
in each hand, ſmilingly preſented them to his 
ſiſter and their own, kindly ſaying—"* Theſe 
are my friends give them your hearts? beſt 
welcome.” 


Immediati :tely 
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Immediately they were preſſed in the arms 
of Mrs. St. Edmonds, and their ſweet faces 
covered with the kiſſes of Clariſſa, whoſe eyes 
ſoitly beamed the emotions of a ſoul pene- 
trated by gratitude; but ſhe would not have 
known the extent of her obligation, if the 
pretty prattlers, with uplifteg hands and ani- 


mated geſtures, had not began a ſubje& which 
it now behoved the ben-volent merchant to fi- 


niſh, taking care to hurt as little as poſſible the 
acute ſenſibility of his b. loved ward. But, maugre 
all his tender precaution, rivers of tears bedewed 
her cheeks during the whole of his recital ; and, 
when concluded, ſhe fell at his feet, covered 
her face with both hands, and ſobbed out— 


« Oh, Si", we are beggared—we are un- 
done !—even your generous goodneſs cannot 
reſcue us from the fangs of“ 


She could ſay no more; but, being raiſed 
to the arms of Mrs. St. Edmonds, fainted on 
her boſom. 


Urſula, by order of Mr. Curry, had taken 
the children from the room and conducted 
them to the garden, where ſhe contrived to 
divert them till Clariſſa's grief had in part 

yielded 
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yielded to the ſoothing voice of friendſhip. 
Again ſhe beheld them—and again her ſor- 
rows reviving, they were once more hurried 
from her ſight. 


& Dear, ill-fated creatures!“ ſhe cried, 
wringing her hands, and following them with 
the tendereſt looks of commiteration, J have 
been a fine lady, weak, diſſi pate d, extravagant 
I deſerve to be unhappy !—-EFut what have 
you done, innocent child.en, that your fate 


ſhould be ſteeped in bitterneſs ?”? 


„% Do you forget,” ſaid Mr. Curry, with 
particular gravity, not ariſing from diſpleaſure, 
but proceeding fi om ſympathy—** Do ; ou for- 
get that I have juſt now told you / am the ſelf- 
adopted father of you a//?—Never will | mix 
in the cup of your fate or theirs the gall of bit- 
terneſs.” 


«© Liſten to my brother, dear Clariſſa, and 
be comforted,” cried Mis. St. Edmonds; re- 
ſpea him as your firſt, beſt parent; and, when 
my love for you ſhall have deſerved the diſtinc- 
tion, honout me with the ſecond fond appel- 
lation ;—in his own words, „ will be the 
mother of you all.” 


Clariſſa 
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Clariſſa could only kiſs the hands of her con- 
ſoling patrons, and water them with unconta- 


. minated tears of filial piety ;—ſhe wept the 


miſery in to which her parents' miſmanagement 
had inevitably plunged themſelves—theſe were 
the drops of excruciating anguiſh ;—ſhe wept, 
from a variety of ſenſations, over the tender 
aſſurances, thai the ſupport to which ſhe her- 
ſelf had ſo fondly clung ſhould be extended: to 
her fiſters—theſe tears were the diſtillation of 
peace, which hope extracted from the very 
boſum of deſpair.-She could not, all at once, 
recover her tranquillity ; but, whilſt preſcrib- 
ing bounds to her afflifion, ſhe ſet none to 
her gratitude—it overflowed the confines of 
filence ; her heart became its altar, her tongue 
could not but act as its prieſteſs. —Nothing was 
more ſimple than her profefſions—nothing more 


ſublime than the truth with which they were 


uttered. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXVLL. 


CONSEQUENCE OF ELECTIONEERING. 


66 1 Cannot think, my dear,“ ſaid Lady 
Iſleworth to Sir Frederick, the morning af- 
ter he had leſt his election, what bewitch- 
ed you to run after this vile borough, when 


a peerage was abſolutely ſtaring you in the 
face.” 


& Before I anſwer that d—d impertinent 
queſtion, tell me Madam,” retorted Sir Fre- 
derick, ** what officious devil conducted 
you, your imp of a daughter, your block- 
head of a ſon, your infamous raſcally friend, 
that whelp of perdition, Clarence, to mar my 


plans, ſpend my money, and * my under- 
ſtanding ?? 


« I deny 


_- _ — 
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«6 deny the whole in toto, was her lady- 
ſhip's laconic vindication. 


Sir Frederick ſat before a table covered with 
memento's of their mutual profuſion during 
the canvaſs, ail of which were brought in for 
payment previous to his departure. From theſe 
papers he only ſelected one charge, and that in 
the lump, placed at the fuot of a long liſt of 
domeſtic expences incurred by their — 
at the hotel —lt ran thus 


« tem, For furniſhing four balls 
and two concerts - L. 1,400.” 


This monſtrous article had already been for- 
ced upon the optics of Lady Iſleworth by her 
enraged huſband, —She had ſurveyed the de- 
mand with her cuſtomary ſans froid, and de- 
clared “ ſhe thought it ext- mely reaſonable ;— 
the ſame entertainments in town muſt have been 
double the ſum, though to a much better pur- 

F Flo that ſhe was ready to allow.“ 


"Ave have ſaid, that Sir Frederick had a 
ſecond time ſeized on this ane unfoi tunate pa- 
per; and we verily believe, had it been loaded 
with lead, he would have hurled it at the head 
of his puppet : but the only hope he now poſ- 
ſeſſed 
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ſeſſed ſuſpending from the cobweb ſupport of 
her independence, tickled his imagination, and 
produced its uſual effects, of tranſmuting his 
upbraidings into filence, and his rage into ful- 
lenneſs. 


A waiter entered, to know his Honours 
pleaſure, when he would ſpeak to the ladies 
and gentlemen who filled up the hall, to have 
their accounts ſettled, 


Inform them,” ſaid the Baronet, ** that 
I am going to town, and will ſend my ſtew- 
ard to ſettle with them. - Order my carriage; 
and tell my ſcoundrels I will blow their brains 
out, if tkey are not at the door in ten mi- 
nutes.“ 


Away went the man, and was immediately 
followed by his maſter, in whoſe ear had been 
whiſpered the return to his awn meſſage. 


« Has your Honour any commands for ne? 
ſubmiſſively aſked mine hoſt of the garter. 


% None in the world, my good friend 
you are an honeſt fellow—l have a very great 
reſpe& of your talents, and you may depend 
on wy future fayours,” 


«© | hope 
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« I hope your Honour finds no fault?“ 


« Very far from it,“ interrupted Lady Iſle- 
worth; you have diſplayed abilities in your 
entertainments that would not diſgrace the 
moſt celebrated of our confectioners; and if 
you will remove to town under my patronage, 
you may ſoon make your fortune.” 


« PiſhÞ”” cried Sir Frederick. 


&« Your Ladyſhip's goodneſs is greater than 
my deſerts,” returned the landlord, in a voice of 
ſtudied ſorrow ; but I am a poor man, who 
has provided every thing on his Honour's cre- 
dit—my own would not have been taken for 
a pot of beer.” 


Well, well,“ peeviſhly exclaimed Sir Fre- 
derick, ** let us have no more of your poverty 
—I ſhall thank you to go and haſten my ſer- 
vants.“ 


« Mine hoſt ſaid he would go but ſtood 
ſtock till, with his eyes fixed upon the many 
flips of paper which contained the precious 
amount of his moſt exorbitant demands, 


The 
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The character of theſe oblique glances was 
an exordium ſo perfectly underſtood by the 
diſſatisfied Baronet, that he repeated his orders 
with no better ſucceſs ; nor. did the authorita- 
tive tones in which he announced them ſerve, 
as they were intended, to intimidate the filent 
orator—his fury roſe in proportion. 


— 


© What the devil do you ſtand ſtaring at, 
when you ſee me in ſuch a hurry to be 
gone?“ 


was looking at my little account, your : 
Honour.” 


« Well, Sir, you have ſeen it before, [ 
ſuppoſe !”? | ; 


Ves, Sir Frederick, I wrote it with my 
own hand; and, errors excepted, you will 
not find yourſelf more honeſtly dealt with in 
the whole town of ———,” 


_ © Zounds, man * impatiently ſtamping on 
the floor, who diſputes your honeſty? all 1 


want with you is to ſend me out of your 
houſe,” 


I only 
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% I only wait, your Honour, to ſettle the 
bill.“ 


J have ſettled it already with the wai- 
ter.“ 


«© He did not tell me ſo,” lily obſerved 
the publican. 


© Dama'd ſcoundrel !”” vociferated the Ba- 
ronet. 


* T thank your Honour a thouſand times,“ 
replied the arch angler—“ he does not mean 
to cheat me out of the money—but, as you, 
Sir, have paid it into his hands, here is your 
receipt.“ 


«© Put it up put it up my friend: I did not 
abſolutely pay him the money; but, what is ex- 
actly the ſame thing, I ſaid I would ſend my 
ſte ward to diſcnarge all my debts.“ 


Jam ſorry your Honour ſhould be forced 
on the trouble of paying them yourſelf—my 
neighbours are all in a clamour below ſtairs 
—ſome of them, I know have taken diſagree- 
able ſteps already—very diſagrecable ! every 
body 
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body laments your Honour's bad luck, but 
they ſay they muſt be paid.“ 


« Nay, my dear,” cried her ladyſhip © why 
ſuffer yourſelf to be bored ſo unmer cifully !— 
pay the creatures, aud ſend them about their 
buſineſs.” 


More alarmed by the covered threats of 
his landlord than compliant to the will of his 
lady, Sir Frederick examined the ſtrength of 
his pocket-book, which, not being able to hold 
out againſt the whole hoſt of beſiegers, after 
much muttering, he compromiſed the affair, 
by paying the publican, who on his part pro- 
miſed to be reſponſible for the paticnt waiting 
of all the other creditors, well knowing their 
bills, though ſent in, had not as yet been fol- 
lowed by perſonal attendance. No wonder, 
then, that the loſing candidate, in paſſing 
through the hall to his carriage, ſhould mcet 
with no obſtruction from duns of any deſcrip- 
tion; moſt likely, at that period, they were 
adonizing themſelves, to make a reſpeQable 
figure before the great man, or the great man's 
valet, aſcertained that from one or the other 
of them they ſhould obtaia the honour of an 
audience. | 


Arthur 
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Arthur, immerſed in his own critical affairs, 
had no time either to think upon thoſe of his 
father's, or to acquaint him 'by letter how 
much they ſtood in need of regulation; ſo that 
Sir Frederick, on his arrival in town, was in 
no way prepared for thoſe gueſts by whom 
his houſe was pre-occupied—drones which, 
one admiited into the hive, whilſt any honey 
remains will not depart from it. 


It is abſolutely impoſſible to deſcribe the Ba- 
ronet's tumultuous execrations, or the im- 
moveab/e placidity of his lady, when, in the 
dead of night, pinched with cold, ſtarving 
with hunger, and overcome with fatigue, they 
found themſelves under their ſumptuous roof, 
without fire or candle light nothing to eat or 
wherewithal to compoſe their couch, beds 
and bedding being packed, ready for carriage 
to a celebrated auction- room in Pall Mall; 
and Lady Iſle worth obſerved, © that none of 
the furniture was in its proper place.” — This 
ſhe ſaid with more feeling, than when told her 
little deſerted ones, for whom ſhe condeſcended 
to enquire, had been received into the protec- 
tion of Mr. Curry—*< It is mighty well,” was 
her reply“ one place is as good for them as 
another They are too young to be faſhioned— 
I ſuppoſe 
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—[ ſuppoſe they will be finely fuffed; but L 
hope they may not grow coarſe and vulgar.” 


Sir Frederick flew from room to room, like 
one poſſeſſed with a legion of evil ſpirits, 
kicking down this, knocking down that, 
and upſctting the other—curfing himſelf 
by bell, book, and candle, if he did not 
ſet fire to all his houſes, and conſume 
his wife in the conflagration—whilſt Lady 
Ifieworth was calmly ſending two of the five 
ſervants who attended them on their woe-began 
journey, one ta order ſupper at the neareſt 
hotel, the other to procure chairs for their con- 
veyance thither. 


Every thing being ready for emigration, 
the lord and lady of the manſion forſook that 
home which their own folly had rendered 
worſe than comfortleſs; and the rage of Sir 
Frederick extinguiſhed by its own violence, 
he wonderfully played his part at the ſupper- 
table, covered at a ſhort notice with the moſt 
tempting viands.— At five in the morning, 
ſufficiently rocky to forget all his mortifications, 
his ears full of a thouſand profitable ſchemes, 
deviſed by his never-deſponding help-mate— 
his eyes fixed in their ſockets, and his brain 
ſwimming in Burgundy, he rambled to the 
chamber prepared for his reception, where we 

will 
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will leave him to all the enjoyments that in- 
ebriation capable of beſt owing. 


CHAP, XXIX. 
A GREAT MAN IN RETIREMENT, 


(Clams, whoſe tender hopes had been 
ſo lately blaſted by the deſertion of her lover, 
was little able to contend with that domeſtic af- 
fliction which conſigned her parents to deſtrue- 
tion, and their children to dependence; ſhe 
ſmiled only in the preſence of her bene actors 
—in their abſence no traQ of a ſmile remained 
on her faded cheek; nor is that bloom to be 
coveted by the young, the gay, the beautiful, 
which, unimpaired, can ſtand the ſtorm of diſ- 
appointed aſſection, and which the tears of filial 
piety cannot extinguiſh, | 


One day, the third after that marked by the 
return of the moſt thoughtleſs couple in the 


world 
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world, to a world almoſt as thoughtleſs as them- 
ſelves, Mr Curry arrived from the city at much 
earlier hour than uſual ; he preſented a packet 
to Clariſſa, which, he ſaid, had been left for 
her at his counting-houſe, and at his own re- 
queſt, ſhe retired to examine its contents. 


Mrs. St Edmonds remarked on the countenance 
of her brother ſomething which denoted diſcom- 
poſure and vexation : this circu nſtance was fo 
uncommon that her fears caught the alarm.—— 
* Youare very ill, or very unhappy !” ſaid ſhe, 


Not ill,“ he replied, © but confeſs I am 
infin;tely diſtreſſe d. : 

* Good God! my dear George, you make 
me tremble—your bounty, like that of Heaven, 
I know has ever been unlimited - Oh, forbid it, 
mercy? that the kindneſs you have ſhewn 
to others ſhould be the means of deranging your 
own affairs.“ 

A ſmile being a ſwifter meſſenger than words 
or motion, the merchant ſent ont one, winged 
with conviction, to the relief of her anxiety, be- 
fore ſhe ſpoke, or preſſed the hand ſympathy di- 
reed towards him. 


thank you, Elizabeth,“ ſaid he, for 
your ſiſterly ſolicitude—My affairs are in the di- 
re&ion of à good Providence, who manages 
for his humble agent much better than he could 
do 
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do for himſelf; and if, inſtead of daily increaſ- 
ing my opulence, it ſhould have pleaſed my gra- 
cious Principal to have plunged me into difficul- 
ties, unearned by guilt or imprudence, ſtil}, with 
patient diligence, | might have worked out my 
own remedy ; but, to prop the ſhattered finan- 
ces of extravagant folly, is laboriouſly perplex- 
ing, if not abſolute labour in vain—the taſk is 
arduous, and the ſucceſs unccrtain.”? 


The re-entrance of Clariſſa, and the ſud- 
den pauſe her preſence occaſioned, explain- 
ed to Mrs. Edmonds what parties were impli- 
cated in the latter part of her brother's moſt ſen- 
ſible remarks — ſhe wiſhed me to proceed, and 
ſhe could have diſpenſcd with the lighteſt in- 
terruption, even though occaſioned by her dar- 


ling protegte. 


With a ſweet modeſt ſupplicating air, Cla- 
riſſa approached her friends, as they ſat together 
on the ſame ſofa, and ſaid, re-delivering the 
packet Mr. Curry had juſt before put into her 
hands, Deareſt Sir, will you have the good- 
neſs to direct what anſwer I ſhall make to my 
poor imprudent fiſters—they are married !”? 


4am glad of it,” replied the merchant, as 
he glanced over two fad ſcrowls, ill ſpelt, and 


ſcarcely legible, © the levity of their conduct 
might 
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might have been attended with worſe conſe- 
quences.—Say, on my authority, their parents 
ill not pardon them, and cannat aſſiſt them: but, 
my dear, I would have you add, that Iwill ex- 
amine their huſbands before they leave town, and, 
if the young men are good for any thing, they 
ſhall not want a friend to forward them in their 
avocations. 


Delighted with this benevolent meſſage, Cla- 
riffa retired, that no time might be loſt in convey- 
ing it to her ſiſters ; and Mr. Curry re-commen- 
ced that information which her entrance had im- 
peded, the ſubſtance of which was as follows. 


He found a note at his counting-houſe, with- 
out any ſignature, merely ſtating, that the day 
before Sir Frederick Iſle worth had been taken 
into cuſtody, with a direction to the place of 
his confinement. Not doubting this notice came 
from the Baronet, or was ſent by his order, thovgh 
tos proud or toa deeply humiliated to openly ſoli- 
eit the aſſiſtance he ſo much ſtood in need of, he 
went to ſeek him, reſolved to be governed by 
circumſtances when he ſhould arrive at the 
ſpunging-houſe, where he found the frivolous, 
couple fitting at a table covered with tea, coffee, 
chocolate, hot rolls, hard eggs, and all forts of 
m'rmalades—two ſervants in waiting—an ex- 
cellent fire, iu a handſome firſt floor, ſo nicely. 
Vor. II. L furniſned- 
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furniſhed, that the generous merchaut actually 
ſtarted, and thought ſomebody muſt have been 
playing off a fiolick upon his credulity for how 
could a houſe of profu fron be one of reflraint # He 
had time to aſk himſelf no other queſtions, be- 
fore Sir Frederick, with a ſtare of ſurpriſe, 
which ſhowed he had no hand in his coming 
thither, thanked him for his unexpected viſit, and 


intreated he would partake of their refreſh- 
ment. | 


Lady Ifleworth faid ſhe was glad to ſee him; 
% but you citizens, ſhe added, * are ſuch 
early people, that | ſuppoſe you are always pre- 
pared to find one derang#e, and therefore will 
diſpenſe with apologies ?“ I did, indeed, 
Madam, replicd the merchant, availing him- 
ſelf of the proflcred ſeat, ** I did expect to find 
a much greater derangement in your family 
econony than the ſcene before me realizes, 
was informed—"——* O yes, I dare ſay, 
ei ied ſhe, ſuddenly interrupting him, you 
have heard it. - Men of condition cannot ch ange 
their habitation but it runs all over the town like 
wild-fire,”——*< Perhaps, then,” ſaid Mr. Cur- 
ry, tui ning to the Baronet, © you are here by 
choice, not by compulſion.” ——** Dm thy ſa- 
tire, grumbled the Baronet. “ | wiſh,” 
obſerved her ladyſhip, © though | know you meas 
extremely well wiſh you would ſpare your 
ul-timed raillery—Sir Frederick hates the ſub- 
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jet—and you ſee how his poor nerves are ir- 
ritated. Have you any little whimſical anec- 
dotes to give us from your corner of the globe 
of clopements, robberies, or murders, to di- 
vert his melancholy ?”? 


Hurt at her impenetrable folly, though the 
laſt man onearth who would have aggravated, 
by the lighteſt touch, the tortures of a wound- 
ed conſcience, he eould not help replying, 
that in his vicinity elopememts ſeldom hap- 
pened, becauſe fathers taught induſtry to their 
ſons, and mothers trained their daughters to vir- 
tue—Robberies were more frequent, and the 
molt atrocious committed by parents, who beg- 
gared their own children—but murders he 
knew of none, nor ſhould think ads of cru- 
elty a proper remedy for the cure of melan- 
choly. “ Curry” cried Sir Frederick, ſud- 
denly ſtarting from a ſtupid reverie, and catchin 
hold of his hand Curry, doſt th ou com 
hither to inſult or to ſerve me? — “ JI inſul 
no man—-I] would ſerve all mankind—but one 
motive for my intruſion was, to relieve what I 
naturally concluded would be your and Lady 
Meworth's anxicty for your abſent family, and | 
to aſſure you of their welfare. 


« Piſh l' exclaimed the Baronet reſuming 
bis vacant chair, and no leis vacant rumina 
tions, 

L 2 


4% True, 
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True,“ faid her Ladyſhip ; © I have ſo ma- 
ny affairs to ſettle that the girls eſcaped my re- 
collection, poor things — Vou take care of 
them, I dare fay ; but I hope your ſiſter will not 
ſpoil their humours or their ſhapes, by over in- 
dulgence or over feeding ; and pray tell her 
it is my requeſt, that ſhe will never let them 
run about in the air without being covered.” 


The merchant ſnatched up his hat, wiſhed 
her a very good morning ; and, filently bow- 
ing to Sir Frederick, who in vain ftrove to 
detain him, walked down ſtairs, with fo much 
leſs reſentment for her ladyſhip's impertinence 
than feelings of humanity for the fate of her 
children, that he determined for the ſake of 
the innocent, if poſſible, to ſave the guilty. 
With this noble principle- for his guide, 
he found the way to a dark iron-grated par- 
lour, where he held a long conference with the 
maſter of the houſe, from whom he learned 
the original debt was eight thouſand, which, 
by detainers, had already amounted to the 
enormous ſum of thirty thouſand pounds. 
Mr. Curry next enquired of the governor, 
who happened to be very talkative, ©* whether 
he knew what were the future intentions of his 
priſoner?ꝰ “ Nobody better,” faid he, 
exultingly—** His Honour means to cheat his 
creditors, and live like a gentleman. His Ho- 
nour, the Squire, was here ye ſterday, and [ 
could not but hear their conve rſation, whilſt 
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buſied in the two pair of ſtairs bed-room to ſe- 
cure the windows—My Lady and his Honour 
wanted the Squire to cut off ſome entailment, 
but the *Squire was ſtubborn : however, he ſaid 
he would lend them al] the damage-money, not 
leſs than twenty thouſand pounds, as ſoon as 
he could recover it from a certain Lord, whoſe 
name l forget.” — The daily papers had teem- 
ed with the diſgrace of Lady Ann Iſleworth and 
Lord Clarence, to the great amuſement of their 
numerous acquaintance; ſo that Mr. Curry, 
having no curioſity to gratify as to names, did 
not interrupt the harangue, which was thus 
continued ——** All the *Squire's fair promiſes 
did not content his Honour ; and her Lady- 
ſhip, who tried to make peace between father 
and ſon, ſaid, ** that her daughter would ſoon 
be a Ducheſs; meantime, by removing to a 
handſome houſe within the verge, they might 
keep up their uſual eſtabliſhment, ſpend their 
income, and defy their creditors.” 


Mr. Curry having conſulted his ſiſter on what 
he had ſeen and heard at the houſe of confine- 
ment, it was thought expedient to conceal the 
whole matter from C ariſſa, till he ſhould have 
fallen on ſome plan to make her parents ex- 
change their durarce and dreams of ſplendor 
for freedom, and the mere neceſſaries of exiſ- 
tence — | ſhall ſee them again to-morow,”” ſaid 
the merchant, as he walked into the garden, | 
* but my firſt call muſt be upon Bateman.“ 
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CHAP. XXX. 
. run LAST, AND THE LONGEST. 


Erxver o*clock in the forenoon was the 
hour when Mr. Curry knocked at the door of his 
brother guardian's houſe ; a ſmart-looking valet 
anſwered the ſummons, who, on being interro- 
gated if Mr Bateman was at home, ſhook his 
head, and replied, mournfully, ** that the old 
gentlk:man was not to be buried till midnight, and 
his matter ſaw no company.” By your 
maſter, friend,“ ſaid the merchant, extremely 
ſurpriſed, ** | preſume you mean Mr. Percival 
Bateman, and that the defun& is Mr. Bateman, 
ſenior? “ Ihe ſame, Si It is 
ſti ange I did not hear of his death pray, was it 
ſudden? “ Very ſudden, Sir. Five days 
ago, the poor gentleman was ſeized with an apo- 
ple xy, and died on the ſpot.“ . What, no 
ſigas of danger to precede his diſſolution?ꝰ 
*« None— Sirhe wanted my maſter to marry one 
lady when his head was running upon another — 
ſo, what does he do, but take out of his ftrong 
box allthe jewels, as he thought, belonging to 
my maſter's late mother, to be new ſet, againſt 
the wedding— Unknown to any body, Wrong- 

| man 
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min was ſ:nt for to take dire Qions, when, 
the wrong caſket being, by miſtake, put into 
his hand, after examining the contents, he 
declared the ſtones were all falſe —when the o - 
er of them began to ſpin round and round like a 
top, then fell to the ground, and never got up 
again with breath in his mouth, though my maſ- 
ter, that moment coming into the houſe, ſent 
away for phyſicians enough to cure an hundred 
men who had life in them, but not ſkill enough 
io ſet one dead men on his legs.” 


Shocked at the ſudden fate of a long practiſed 
extortioner, whoſe accounts, the better they 
ſtood in this world, ſo much the worſe in the 
world of retribution, Mr. Curry turned ſrom 
that door which, for the firſt time in his 
life, he had ever propoſed to have entered, 
leaving a verbal meſſage with the ſervant for 
his maſter, toſay, when his friends were admi:- 
ted, he ſhould requeſt an audience, on tuſineſs 
& importance. He next directed his ſteps to 
the caſtle of reſtraiut, not to open his intentions 
before he had conſulted with the repreſertitive of 
his late partner in truſt for Lady Iſle worth, but 
to enquire of the governor whether any more de- 
tainers had been lodged again his p: iſoner. The 
perſon he wanted was gone out ; he neither af- 
cended the airs or ſent up a meſſage; a few 
days would determine what was to be done for 
Sir Frederick's enlargement; meantime he 
contented himſelf with quietly . to 
his counting-houſe ' 
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a newſpaper, the word Duel, in capitals, 
attracted his notice, and the name of Cla- 
rence made him eagerly glance over the follow- 
ing paragraph." Yeſterday, at ſeven o'clock in 
the morning, his Grace the Duke of Bilberrry and 
Lord Clarence met behind Montagn Houſe, to 
| determine a point of honour, in which the latter 
was wounded, but it is hoped not mortally.——T he un- 
happy cauſe of this rencounter remains a myſtery to 
all except the noble parties engaged. Our 
. princely merchant, having neither curiofity or 
clue to develope this myſtery, turned to the liſt 
of deaths, where he ſaw the deceaſe of his col- 
league ſolemnly announced, his parſimony ex- 
poſed, and his wealth blazoned. But that which 
is myſterious to others ſhould be no myſtery to 
an author: and on the preſent occaſion it be- 
hoves us to declare what had taken two lounging 
Peers out of their warm beds at ſeven o'clock ig 
the morning to fire at each other behind Monta- 
gu Houſe. 


Lady Ann, having cut with her huſband, 
continued the gueſt of Madame Flevetta, her fa- 
ther not chuſing to receive her, till after her ſe- 
coud marriage, under his own roof, notwith- 
ſtanding he pleaſantly paſſed all his evenings with 
the amiable trio, his daughter, her lover, and his 
own chere amie. Her ladyſhip had nowno terms 
to keep with the Iſleworth family, and nothing 
delighted her ſo much as ſetting them up for a 


FASHIONABLE INVOLVEMENTS. 225 


mark to receive the arrows of her wit: among(t 
other whimſical anecdotes, that of the deception 
played off on their abſurdities, by making them 
believe the Duke of Bilberry was dying for Miſs 
Iſle worth, with the patent of Sir Frederick an- 
nexed, was ſo often repeated as at laſt to reach 
the ear of his Grace, who, piqued to have his 
great name ſo groſsly ſported with, defired an 
explanation of Lord Clarence. His Lordſhip 
did not deny the charge; but treated it with ſo 
much levity, that a more ferions meeting 
was demanded, and the duel followed. The 
Duke, after returning victorious from the field 
of glory, addreſſed theſe few lines to Sir Fre- 
derick..—** Sir, I have done myſelf juſtice 
* on the man who has in/u/ted me and 
« impoſed on you.—I ſhall remain on the 
% Continent till it is known whether the 
& wounds of Lord Clarence are mortal; but, 
&« before | leave the kingdom, muſt have the 
4% honour of exculpating myſelf from entertain 
« Jeſigns on any part of your family —Matri- 
* mony is not at all after my plan, or the very 
« amiable character of your daughter might 
* have made me ambitious of your alliance. 
J have the honour to be, &c. &c. And 
what effeQ, aſks our impatient reader, did the 
receipt of this letter produce ?—-Great ct, 
but very little change, replies the author. Sir 
Frederick, who always aQted like a madman, 


giving 
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giving wav to the rage of diſappointment, be- 
came mad in REAITY. Lady Ifleworth, on 
the failure of her ſilly expectations, made but 
one ſtep from folly to abſolute ideotiſm; by which 
progreſſive alterations neither themſelves or the 
community were much injured. In this ſtate 
of non-reſiſtance, Mr. Curry found no dif- 
ficulties in conducting their affairs for them bet- 
ter than, if in full poſſeſſion of their ſenſes, 
they could have done for themſelves ;-—he com- 
promiſed with their creditors—took them aut 
of confinement—placed them in a retired fitu- 
ation, where he could ſee, and their children 
attend them daily he put them under the care 
of the faculty—placed confidential domeſtics 
about them, and kept them a deeent poſt-chaiſe 
for the advantage of exerciſe. In all theſe ar · 
ran :ements he was aſſiſted by Percival Bateman, 
who not only adminiſtered to the comfort of the 
parents, and the intereſt of the family, but poſe 
ſeſſed the excluſive power of baniſhing from the 
beautiful cheek of his beloved Clariſſa that can» 
kering melancholy which had almoſt devoured 
the bloom of hea'th, and the ſtamina of a natu- 
rally good conſtitution. Percival, the faith- 
ful Percival, had never ccaſed to adore the dear 
object of his early affeQtions; and, when he 
thought honour forced him from the worſhip of 
his idol, he would not transfer them to another,— 

Preſſed to accept the hand of his fair couſin, 
both 


— — — — — 
— — — 


— 


FASHIONABLE INVOLVEMENTS. 227 


both by her father and his own, he appealed 
to her compaſſion; ſhe became his confidant 
and between them, without the appearance of 
diſobedience, they protracted that union, which 
would not have afforded mutua/ gratification, even 
if one of the parties had becn afſenting.-Per- 
cival was no ſtranger to what he named the pecu- 
hearities, but what others deſervedly called the 
vices of his father -le knew that the proſtitu- 
tion of truth was not numbered amongſt his 
failings z therefore, when letters tom old Bate- 
man, ſupported by other correſpondents, in- 
formed him that Miſs Iſleworth was contracted 
to Lord Clarence, he moſt implicitly credited 
the repurt. The ſuit commenced by Arthur 
againſt his lordſhip, opened the eyes of this ten- 
der lover, and cleared up his underſtanding : he 
eagerly ſought that interview which had been 
folicited by Mr. Curry, before whom the hiſ- 
tory of his heart was unfolded, and by whom 
he was afterwards preſented to Clariſſa—from 
Clariſſa herſelf received abſolution for his 
ſeeming inconſtancy, and in a few weeks be- 
come a happy member of the Iſleworth fami- 
ly.——Arthur, relieved from the galling chain of 
a love-match by a legal verdict, which alſo gave 
him, as a dauceur, large damages, contradted ſo 
great an intimacy with his brother-in-law as 
ſoon grew into affeQion : under the auſpicies 
of this new friend he was well received in the 


moll 


* 
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guards, who, wanting patronage, looked 
the favour of Lord Benvour as the ſure pa. 
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moſt diſtinguiſhed circles, to which, by time 
and example, he became no little ornament. 
Lord Clarence recovered from his wound, 


and, tired of his amour, pleaded conſcience” 


for his monitor, retired to his country-ſeat, and 
left Lady Ann to her own diſcretion :. and the 
philandering aſſiduities of a young man in the 


promotion, being of opinion that a broken 
male reputation, unlike the broken rung, ot a 
ladder, is the very ſafeſt way by which a ſoldier 
of fortune can climb to the u/trmatum of his pro- 
feſſion,———Mr. Curry took on himſelf to make 
ample proviſion for the bold heroes who carried 
off Arabella and Matilda. Stella and Diana, 
in a very few years, weie beſtowed on two 
reſpeQuble country gentlemen; and not ons 
deſcendant of the Houſe of Ifleworth ever again 
experienced the complicated evils attendant on 
Faſbionable Involvements. | 
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